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READER. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


OOKS are the Chil- 
dren of the Brain. In | 
this Writing Age* (ters —_ ns, 

ad nauſeam ) I + intended my 

Pen ſhould have been ſilent, but 

| the variety and Weightineſs of 


this SubjeR, as alſo the defrre 
9 of 


nn” ee. . em_ . - - 


To the Reader. 


of ſome Friends did prevail with 
me to Publiſh it. T he main de- 
ſen of this excellent Scripture, 
3s to encourage Solid Piety, and 
confute the Atheiſks of the 
World, who imagine there is 
. 10 gain in Godlineſs. It was 
the Speech of King Saul to bis 
Servants, 1 Sam. 22. 7. Will 
the Son of Feſſe give every 
one of you Fields and Vine- 
yards ? Will the World or mens 
Liifts give them ſuch noble Re- 
compences of Reward, as God 
beſtows upon his Followers ? 
Surely, it is Holinels carries 
away the Garland. As for this 


Treatiſe, it comes abroad in a 


lain | 
F> | 


- 
. 


_— = - 


To the Reader 


plain dreſs : Truth like a Di 
amond Shines brighteſt in its na- 
tive Laſtre ; Saint Paul came not 
to the Corinthians »# ins x. 
with excellency of Speech *, * 2%: 
or the Pride of Oratory T ; His , 
Study was not to Court, but facundi- 
Convert. It is an unhap- vendits- 
pineſs that in theſe Luxuriant 6; 
times , Religion ſhould for the 
moſt part run either into No- 
tion or Ceremony ; T he Spi- 
rits of Religion are evaporated. 
When Knowledge is turned into 
1 afte, and digeſted into Praffice, 
then it is Saving. T hat God 
would accompany theſe few im- 
polite Lines, with the Opera- 


A 4 tion 


' To the Reader. 
tion 'and Benediftion of his holy 
Spirit, and make them edify- 
ing, is the Prayer of him who 
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Thine in all Chriſtian Service, 
Dowpgate , 


Nov. 22. 
1681, 


Thomas Watſon. 
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NOTES 


MALACH. III. Ver.16,17,c*c: 


* Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often 
one to another, and the Lord hearkned 
and heard it, and a book of remem- 
.brance was written before him for them 
that feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon his Name. And they ſhall be mine 

arg, ( /aith the Lord of Hoſts) in that. 

| aay when I make up my Jewels, and 
1 will ſpare them as 4 man ſpareth 
his own Son that ſerveth him, &C. 


- 


CHAP. I. 
FE | $ hewing, that Chriſtians ſhould hold faſt 
| their Inteoyity im times of defettion. 


HE Scripture of Truth *, 1s the * Dan. 19. 
Ground of Faith. This Por- 21» 
tion of Scripture which now 


= it ſelf to our view, hath its 


acred Elegancies, and 1s all glorious 
within. 


2 


* D800 
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Prattical Notes upon 
within. It was compoſed by Malachy, 


whole name imports Meſſenger * ; he 
came upon an Ambaſlage from the 
God of Heaven. This Prophet was 
ſo famous, that Orizey and others 
(though Ry ſuppoſed him to 
bean Angel. He lived afrer the build- 
ing of pet ſecond Temple, and was 
oy 8225, Contemporary with Haogat,and 
Zechariah Þ. 

This bleſſed Prophet did /ift up his 
voice like a Trumpet, and tell the Jew ſh 
Nation of their fins; and he was the 
laſt Trumpet that ſounded in the Old 
Teſtament. In the words of the Text 
are theſe parts. 

I. A Charatter of the Godly. 

1, In General, they were Fearers 
of God ; they that earcd the Lord. 
2. In Specaal : 
(1) Th y ſpake often one to another . 
(2) They thourht pon Uods Name. 
_ The Good F fe {ts of their Piety. 
The Lord regarded it ; he heark- 
ned _ heard. 
2, He recorded it; 4 book of. re+ 
membrance was written. 
3. He rewarded it; and this re- 
ward conſiſted in three things. 
(1) Gods owning them ; they ſhall 
be mine. (2 ) Gods 


®, 


Malach. IN. ver. 16, exc; 


(2) Gods Honouring them ; 
that  & when I make up my Je vels. | 
( 3 ) Gods Sparing them. 1 will 

ſpare them as a man ſpareth his own Son 
that ſerveth him. 

Before I come to the ſeveral parts 
diſtinctly, here 1s a connexive particle 
ſtands in the front of the Text which 
may not be omitted, namely, the word 
Th: Hs 

Then they that feared the Lord, ©. ? Nibil erat 
Then, that is, after 1/raels return from ner 
the Babyloniſh Captivity ; 7hex, when cerdetibus, 
the major part of the people grew cor- 4 Lark 
rupt, and came worle out .of the Fur- qu4 habe- 
nace than they went 1n, ver. 13, 14 *, "omni 
in this bad jun&ture of time, then they ;, —_— 
that feared the Lord ſpake often one to ti furmt. 
another. Hence obſerve, Calvin, 

That the Protancnels ot the times Dot. 
ſhould not /cken but highthen our zeal. 
The looſer others are, the {trifter we 
ſhould be. In thoſe degenerate times 
when men were arrived at the 2% u# 
and highth of Impudence, and durit 
ipeak Treaſon againſt Heaven ; her 
Wo that feared the Lord ſpake often 
one to another. When others were 
Plaintiffs thele were Defendan;s ; when 
B 2 others 
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others ſpake againſt. God, theſe ſpake 
for God. 

In Noah's dayes all Fleſh had corrupt- 
ed it ſelf, (the old World was drowned 
in ſin before it was drowned in water :) 
now at this time, Noah was perfect i» 
his Generation, and Noah walked with 
Gog, Gen. 6.9. He was the Phoenix 
of his age. Athanaſixs ſtood up in the 
defence of the Truth, when the World 
was turned Arrian *, The more outra- 
gious others are in Sin, the more cou- 
ragious we ſhould be for Truth. When 
the Atheiſts ſaid, tis Vain to ſerve God, 
Then they that feared the Lord ſpake 
often one to another. 

Why ſhould we be holieſt in evil Times. 

x. Becauſe of the divine Injunttion. 
God chargeth us to be {izg«lar, Mat. 5. 
47. to be circumſpeit, Eph. 5. 15. to 
be ſeparate from Idolaters, 2 Cor. 6. 17. 
to ſhine as Lights in the World, Philip. 
2. 15. He forbids us to ſymbolize with 
Sinners, or doe as they doe : the way to 
Hell is a beatex road, the Lord calls to 
us to turn out of the road, Exod. 23. 2. 
Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do 


= rx} evil *. This is reaſon enough to keep 
wei. Bias Our ſelves pure in a time of common 


InfeCti-' 


Malach. Ill. ver. 16, &c. 


, Infection. As Gods Word is our Rule, 
{o his Will is our Warrant. 

F | 2. Tobe holieſt in evil times is an 

) Indication of the truth of Grace. To 

, profeſs Religion when the times favour 

h it, is no Great matter. Who almoſt 

v will not court the Queen of the Goſpel 


when ſhe is hung with Jewels ? but to 
4 own the wayes of God when they are 
decried and maligned, to love a perſe- 


1- 4 . 
6 cuted truth, this evidenceth a vital Prin- 
_ ciple of Goodneſs. Dead Fiſh ſwim 


n down the ſtream, living Fiſh ſwim 
: againſt it. To ſwim againſt the com. 


© | mon ſtream of evil ſhews Grace to be 
alive. The Prophet E/;zs continuing 
w zexlous for the Lord of Hoſts, when 
; they had digged down Gods Altars, 
m 1 Kjnz. 19. 10, ſhewed his heart and 


lips had been touched with a Coal 


i trom the Altar, 

th | 2 Tſe. See hence how unworthy they 

_ are of the Name of Chriſtians who 

| uſe ſinful complyance, and cut the Gar- 4 
my ment of their Religion according to the 

4; | Mode and faſhion of the times. They 

ep | conſult not what is beff, but what 15 L_ 

on | /«/{/f *. Complying ſpirits can truckle Mw, 

};. | to the humours of others ; they can,;. 

: B $ bow Sen. 


bow either to the Eaſt or to the Hoſt ; 
they prefer a whole Skin before a pure 
Conſcience. They can with the Planet 
Mercury vary their motion ; they can 
as the Mariner ſhift their Sail with 
every wind : and as the Mungril 1/rae- 
lites ſpeak the Language of Canaan and 
Aſhdod. Theſe are like the Samaritans 
of whom Jo/ephu: faith, when the Jews 
flouriſhed they pretended to be a-kin 
to them, and come of the tribe of. Ephra- 
im and Manaſſeh, but when the Jews 
were perſecuted, they diſclaimed Kin- 
dred with them. The old Serpext hath 
taught men crooked windings, and to 
be for that Religion not which hath 
truth on its (ide, but power, 

2 V/e. Let us keep up the vigour of 
our zeal in times of degeneracy. We 
ſhonld by an holy Azriperiſtaſis burn 
hotter in a frozen age. We live in 
the dregs of tune ; Sin 15 grown Ccom- 
mon and impudent : *Iis excellent to 
walk Antipodes to the World. Roz. 
12.2. Lect us be as Lillics and Roſes 
among the Briars. Sin is never the 
better becauſe it is in faſhion, nor will 
this plea hold at the laſt day, that we 
did as the moſt. God will ſay, Seeing 
you 
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Malach. III. ver. 16, ec. 


you ſinned with the Multitude, you ſhall 
go to Hell with the Multitude. O ler 
us keep pure among dregs ; let us be like 
Fiſh that retain their trelhneſs in falt 
waters ; and as that Lamp which ſhined 
in the ſmoakinos Furnace, Gen.15. 17. 
Conlider, x. To be holy in times of 
General defection is that which God 
is Greatly pleaſed with. The Lord was 
much taken with the holy conferences 


and dialogues of theſe Saints in the 


Text. When others were inveighing 
againſt the Deity, that there ſhould be 
a parcel of holy Souls ſpeaking of Glo- 
Ty and the Life to come, their words 
were Muſick in Gods ears. 

2. To keep up a ſpirit of Holineſs in 
an adulterous Generation, is a Chn. 
Itians honour. This was the glory of 
the Church of Per2amzs, that ſhe held 
falt Chriſts Name, even where Srtans 


ſeat was, Rev. 2.13: The Impiety of 


the times is a Foyl to ſet off Grace the 


more, and maket calt a greater luſtre, 

Then a Chriitian 15 molt lovely, when 

he 15 (as Ambroſe faith) like the Cy- 

preſſe, which keeps its Viridity and 

freſhneſs in the Winter ſealon. P/alzz 

37. 37. Mark the perſet man, and behold 
B 4 


F4 he 


4 
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the Upright : An upright man is always 

worth beholding, but then he is moſt 

to be admired when like a bright Star 
he Shines in the dark, and having loſt 
all, holds faſt his integrity. 

3}. To be Good in a proflizate Age, 
doth much animate weak beginners ; 
it Strengthens feeble knees, Wa. 35. 3. 
And ſhores up thole Temples of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt which are ready to fall. One 
mans Zeal is a Torch for others to 
light at. How did the Conſtancy of 
the Martyrs inflame the love of many to 

the Truth ! Though only Chriſts blood 
doth Save, yet the blood of Martyrs may 
ſtrengthen. St. Paul's Priſon Chain, 
made Converts in YNero's Court, two 
of which were afterwards Martyrs as 
Hiſtory relates. Mr. Bradford's holy 
advice and example ſo confirmed Bt- 
ſhop Farrar that he would not touch 

* Fox As With the Roman Pollution. * 

& Mon. 4. How fad will it be for Chriſtians 
to fall off from their former Profeſſion, 
and eſpouſe a novel Religion. Julian 
Bathed himſelf in the blood of Beaſts 
Offered in Sacrifice to the Heathen 
Gods, and ſo as much as in him lay 
waſlyd oft his former Baptiſm. In the 

time 
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Malach. II. ver. 16, &c. 


time of Julius Ceſar this Prodigy hap- 
pened, after a plentiful Vintage there 
were wild Grapes appeared upon their 
Vines, which was looked upon as Omi- 
nous. When men ſeemed to brin 
torth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and af 
terwards bring forth the Wild Grapes 
of Impiety, it is a ſad Omen and Prog- 
noſtick of their Ruine, 2 Pez. 2. 2x. 
For it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of Righteouſneſs, than af- 
ter they have known it to turn from the 
Holy Commandment. Let all this make 
us maintain the power of Holineſs in 
the worlt Times : Though others won- 
der we do not lin after the rate that 
they do, yet, remember, it 15 better 
to 20 to Heaven with a few, than to 
Hell in the Crowd. 


How may we keep up the briskneſs Quef.; 


and fervour of Grace in times of Apo- 
ſtacy. 


1. Let us beware of having our hearts Aw. 


roo much linked to the World. The 
World damps zeal, as Earth chokes the 
fire, We are bid to /ove our Enemies ; 
but the World is ſuch an Enemy as we 
muſt not love, 1 John 2. 15. Love pot 
the World. The World —— 

er 
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her Blandiſhments, and kills with her 
ſilver Darts; He who is a Demas, will 
be a Judas ; : a lover of the World, will 
for a piece of Money betray a good 
Cauſe, and make Shipwrack of a good 
Conſcience. 

2. Let us be Voluntiers in Religion ; 
that is, Chooſe God's ſervice, Pal. 119. 


JO. Thave choſen the way of truth. Trt 1s 


one thing to be good out of Deſizz, and 
another thing to be good out of Chorce. 
Hypocrites are good only out of world- 
ly deſign, they embrace the Goſpel for 
ſecular advantage, and theſe will in 
time fall aw ay. The Chelidonian Stone 
keeps its Vertue no longer than it 1s 1n- 
cloſed in Gold, take it out of the Gold, 
and it loſeth its vertue. Falſe Hearts 
are good no longer than they are in- 
cloſed in olden Proſperity, take them 
out of the Gold, and they loſe all 
their ſeeming Goodneſs : But if we 
would retain our Sanctity in Back- 

ſliding times we muſt ſerve God purc 

ly our of Choice. He who 15 good 
out of Choice loves holineſs for its 
beauty, and adheres to the Golpel, 

when all thc Jewels of preterment are 
pulled oft, 

LE 
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. Let us be inlaid with ſincerity. 

If a piece of Timber begin to bend, it 
1s becauſe 1t 1s not ſound. Why do 
any bend and comply againſt their 
Conſcience, but becaule their hearts are 
not ſound, P/al. 78. 37. Their hearts were 
not rioht wad him, neither were they ſted- 
faſt. Sincerity cauſeth ſtability. When 
the Apoſtle exhorts to faxd faſt in the 
evil day, among the reſt of the Chri- 
{tian armour, he bids them pur on the 
Gzrale of truth, Epheſ. 6. 19. Stand faſt 
therefore , having your loins Girt about 
with trath. The Girdle of Truth is 
nothing elſe but ſincerity. 

4. Let us get love to Chriſt, Love 
is an holy tranſport, it fires the attectt- 
ons, ſteels the Courage, carrics a Chri- 
ſtian above the love of lite, and the 
fear of death, Cart. 8. 7. Many wa- 
FEYS CAFMOF auench Love : Love made 
Chriſt ſufter for us. If any one ask 
what Chriſt died off ; it may be an- 
{wered, he died of Love. If we love 
Chriſt, we will own him in the worſt 
times,and be like that Virgin Baſ#/ ſpeaks 
of, who not accepting deliverance up- 
on fintul terms, cried out, Lex Life and 
Money no, welcome Chriſt, 


5. It 


* Quid ifte 
faceret in 
nent, qui 
Chriſtum 
rubuit in 
nube ? Hi- 


crom. 
+ Chryſoft. 


Praftical Notes upon 


5. If we would keep up the ſprightly 


Vigour of Grace 1n evil times, let us 
harden our Hearts againſt the taunts 
and reproaches of the wicked. David 
was the Song of the Drunkaras, Pal. 
69. 12. A Chriſtian is never the worſe 
tor reproach. The Stars are not the 
leſs Glorious though they have ugly 
names given them, the Bear, the Dra- 
gon, &c. Reproaches are but Aſſuls Cru- 
cis, the Chips of the Croſs. How will 
he endure the Stake, who cannot bear 
a Scoft ? * Reproaches for Chriſt, are 
Enſigns of Honour, Badges of Adop- 
tion, 1 Pet. 4. 14. tymijuale Fyxouia, * Let 
Chriſtians bind thele as a Crown about 
their Head. Better have men reproach 
you for being good, than have God 
Damn you for being wicked. Be not 
baked out of your Religion: It a 
Lame man laughat you for going up- 
right, will you therefore halt ? 

6. If we would keep up the Vigour 
of devotion in a General Epilepſy, let 
us beg 6t God contrming Grace. Ha- 
bitual Grace may flag ; Peter had habi- 
tual Grace, yet was foyled ; he loſt a 
ſingle Battel, though not the Victory. 
We need cxciting, afliſting, corrobora- 
ting 


Y, 
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ting Grace; not onely Grace in us, but 
Grace with us, 1 Cor. 15. 10. Auxilia- 
ry Grace ( whuch 1s 4ygnyia mrivualee, a 
freſhgale of the Spirit) will carry us un- 
dauntedly through the Worlds bluſter- 
ing ſtorms. Thus ſhall we be able to 
keep up our Heroick zeal in corrupt 
times, and: be as Mount Z/om which 
cannot be moved. 


CHAP. IL 


Shewm? the Charafter m general of the 


Godly, and what the Fear of God is. 


I. Aving done with the frontis- 
piece of the Text, I begin (1) 
with the Character i» Gereral of the 
Godly, they are Fearers of God, they 
that feared the Lord. 
What Fear is meant here ? Queſt. 
1. Negatively ; Ic is not meant (1) 
of a natural Fear, which is a tremor or tf. JIA 
palpitation of Heart, occaſioned by the 5 word, 
approach of ſome imminent danger, * ** 22014 
Eccleſ. 12. 5. Fears ſhall bein the way. 75,996. 
2, It Ariſt.Rher, 
(39.2. 6.6. 
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. 2. It 1s not meant of a ſinful! Fear, 
which is twofold. 

1. A Superſtitions Fear : An Hare croſ- 
ſing the way, is by ſome more dread- 
ed than an Harlot yi ing in the Bed. 

* Peſinus 2, A Carnal fear * - this i is the Azue of 
_—_ the Soul which fets it a ſhaking. He 
who is timorozs will be treacherous; he 
will decoy Is friend, .and deny his God. 
Three times 1n one Chapter Chritt cau- 
tions us againſt the fear of Men, Dar. | 


10. Verſ. 26, 28, 31. Ariſtotle faith the 
rcaſon why the Camelion turns into ſo | 
many colours, is through exceſſive fear : | 
Fear makes men change their Religion 


as the Camdlion doth her Colours. 
1. Carnal Fear is diſcruciating, 17Joh. 
4.18. Fear hath torment in it ; the Greel: 
* Kiazns. word for Torment, * 1s lommetimes put 


for Hell, Mat. 25. 46. Fear hath Hell 
in it. t 

2, It is Pernitious. 1. It Indilpoſcth \ 
for Duty. The Diſciples under the 4 


to Pray, Mat. 26. 506. 
2, It puts men upon 1ndirect means 
to Save themſelves, Prov. 26. 25, 1he | 
? a, 
Fear of man brinzeth a Snare ; what made 


Peter deny Chriſt, and Origen ſprinkle | N 


power of Fear, were fitter to ly than I 


incenſe 
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incenſe before the Idol, but fear ? 

2, Poſurvely ; the Fear meant in 
the Text is a Divine Fear, which 
is the reverencing and adoring Gods 
Holineſs, and Jetting our ſelves al- 
ways under his Sacred inſpettion. 
The infinite diſtance between God and 
us cauſeth this Fear. When Gods Glory 
began to ſhine out upon the Mount, 
Moſes ſaid, I exceedingly fear and quake, 
Heb. 12. 21. Such as approach: Gods 
preſence with light feathery Hearts, and 
Worſhip him «was; in a rude careleſs 
manner, have none of this tear. In the 
words are two parts. 

1. The A#, Fear. 

2. The Object, the Lord. 

They that feared the Lord: The fear 
of God is the Summe of all Religion, 
Eccleſ. 12.13. Fear is the leading Grace, 
the tirlt ſeed God ſows in the Heart, 
When a Chriltian can fay little of Faith, 
and perhaps nothing of Atlurance, yet 
he dares hot deny but he fears God. * 
God is lo Great that he 1s atraid of diſ- 
pleaſing him, and ſo Good that he 1s 
atraid of loling him. 

It is an indiſpenſible Duty incum- 
bent on Chriſtians to be Fearers of God. 
Ecclef. 


v 


* Nechem. 
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Eceleſ.. 5.7. Fear thou God. Deut. 28.58; 
That thou maiſt fear this Glorious and 
fearful name the Lord thy God. This 
goes to the very conſtituting of a Saint. 
One can no more act as a Chriſtian 
without Fear, than he can act as a 
man without reaſon. This Holy Feat 
is the fixed temper and Complexion of 
the Soul ; This Fear 1s not Servi//e but 
Filial ; there is difterence between Fear- 
ins God, and being afraid of God; the 
Godly fear God as a Child doth his 
Father, the wicked are afraid of God as 
the Priſoner is of the Judge. This di- 
vine Fear will appear admirable, it you 
conſider how it 15 mixed and interwoven 
with ſeveral of the Graces. 

I. The Fear of God is mixed with 
Love, P/al. 145. 19, 20. The Chatt 
Spouſe fears to diſpleale her Husband 
becauſe ſhe loves him : There's a ne- 
ceſſity that fear and love ſhould be in 
conjunction, Love is as the Sails to 
iwiften the Souls motion, and Fear as 
the Ballaſt to keep it ſteady in Reli- 
gion : Love will beapt to grow wanton 
unleſs it be poiſed with tear. | 

2. The Fear of God is mixed with 
Faith, Hebr. 11. 7. By Faich Noah 


moved 


1 
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moved with fear, &c. When the Soul 
looks either to Gods Holineſs, or 
it's own finfulneſs, it fears, but it 
is a fear mixed with faith in Chriſts 
merits; the Soul doth 4remble yet truſt. 
Like a Ship which lies at Anchor, 
though it ſhakes with the wind, yet 
it is fixed at Anchor. God in Great 
wiſdom coupleth thele two graces of 
Faith and Fear. Fear preſerves ſerioul- 
neſs, faith preſerves cheartulneſs. Fear 
is as Lead to the Net to keep a Chri- 
ſtian trom floating in preſumption; 
and Faith is as C ork to the Net to keep 
him from ſinking in deſpair. 

}. The Fear of God is mixed with 
Prudence : he who tears God hath 
the Serpents eye in the Doves head. 
He forelces and avoids thoſe Rocks 
which others run upon. Prov. 22. 
Though divine Fear doth not make a 
Perſon Cowardly, it makes him Can- 
EONS, 

4. The Fear of God is mixed with 
Hope. Pſalm "TO 18. The eye of the 
Lord is on them that fear him, that 
hope in his mercy. One would tlunk 
Fear ſhould deſtroy Hope , but it 


cheriſhet't it. Fear is to Hope as the 
E Oi! 
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Oil to the Lamp, it keeps it burhing : 
the more we fear Gods Juſtice, the 
more we may hope 1n lis Mercy. In- 
deed ſuch as have no Fear of God do 
ſometimes hope, but it is not iam dye, 
Good hope through Grace, 2 Theſſa. 2. 16, 
Sinners pretend to have the helmet of 
Hope, 1 Thef. 5.8. but want the breaſt- 
plate of Righteouſneſs, Ephel. 6. 14. 

5, The Fear of God is mixed with 
Induſtry, Heb. 11. 7. Noah moved with 
fear prepared an ark. There is 1. A fear 
of diffidence, which repreſents God as 
a ſevere Judge, this takes the Soul 
off from duty *. 2. A fearof dilivence 
a Chriſtian fears and prayes, fears and 
repents. Fear quickens Induſtry. The 
Spouſe fearing leſt the Bridegroom 
ſhould come before ſhe is dreſled, 
haſtens and puts on her Jewels, that 
ſhe may be ready to meet him. Fear 
cauſeth a watchful eye, and a work- 
ing hand. Fear benbek ſloth out 'of 
it's Diocele. The Greateſt labour in 
Religion ( faith Holy Fear ) is far 
leſs than the leaſt pain the damned 
feel in Hell: no Greater Spur in the 
Heavenly race than fear. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IIL 


Cogent Reaſons enforcmg the” Fear of 


God. 


He Reaſons enforcing . this Holy 
Fear are, 1, Becauſe Gods eye is 
alwayes upon us. He who 1s under 
the eye of his earthly Prince, will be 
carefull of doing any thing that ſhould 
offend him. Job 31. 4. Doth mot he 
fee my wayes, and count all my Steps? 
God fees in the dark. Pſalm 139. 12. 
The darkneſs hideth not from thee. The 
night 1s no Curtain, the clouds are no 
Canopy to hinder or intercept Gods ſight. 
He fees the Heart. A Judge can 
judge of the fa#, but God judgeth 
of the Heart. Yer. 17. 10. He 15 like 
Ezekiels wheels, full of exes, Ezek. 10. 
t2. and as Cyril ſaith, 9: 3>w2auis, aff 
Eye. Should not this make us walk 
with fear and circumſpection ? we can- 
not ſin but our Judge looks on. 
2. God interprets our not fearing 
bim a {lighting of him. As not to praile 
GC 2 
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God, is to wrong him ; ſo not to fear 
God, is to {leight him. Ofall things a 
perſon can leaſt endure to be {leighted. 
Pſalm 10. 13. Whe refore doth the wic- 
ked contemn God *? For a worm to (leight 
it's Maker cauſeth the fury to riſe up 
iz Gods face. Ezek. 30, 18, 

3. God hath power to deſtroy us. 
Mat. 10. 28. Fear him who hath power 
to deſtroy both Soul and Body in FL. 
God can look us int$ our Grave, and 
with a breath blow us into Hell, and 
{hall we not fear him? Is'it ealie to 
wreſtle with flames? Pſalm go. 11. 
Who knoweth the Power of his anger ? 
What engines or buckets can quench 
the infernal fire? We are apt to fear 
men who have power in their hand to 
hurt us; what 1s their power to Gods ? 
They threaten a Priſon, God threatens 
Hell. They threaten our Lite, God threa- 
tens Our Soul, and {hail we not tremble 
betore 11m *? O dreadful, when the great 
Fountains of Gods wr: ath (ball be bro- 
ken up, and all his Bitter Vials pour- 


ror-ed out! Ezch. 22. 14. Can thy heark 


1. endure, or can thy hands be ſlrono tn the 
day that I ſoall deal with thee ? 
But are not we bid to ſcrve God 


without Fear? Lake 1. 74. We 


# 
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We. muſt not Fear God with ſuch Ar. 
a fear as the wicked dp; they fear 
him as a Turkiſh Slave doth his Pate- 
roon; they fear him ſo as they hate 
him and _— there were no God *. 


_ MW 


We mult not ſerve God with this helliſh ,\J, 54. 
. fear, but we mult ſerve him withan in- wr. 
genuous fear {weetned with love. 


CHAP. IV. 


(ontammeo a praFtical Improvement of 
oO I 
the Propoſition, 


that a Chriſtian cannot have Au. = 
rance, becauſe he 15 to ſerve God with 
ſe»  Aſlurance and Fear are diver/a 
but not Oppoſte, different but not cor 
irary. A Child may have aſſurance of his 


| confutes tiic Papiſts, who hold 1 Uſe. 


Fathers love, yet liath a tear 0 ” _ 

ing him. Who more feartul of Sin 

than St. Paul? 1 Cor. 9 ) 27: Yer who 

had more allurance ? Gz2/zt. 2. 20. ho 
Loved me, ana Uave ml; ” for me. 

Faith procurcs aſſurance *, fear pre- * Epheſ 
{ervcsit. OY 
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Is it a duty to Fear God, what ſtran- 
gers then arethey to Religion, whoare 
void of this Holy Fear * The Godly 
fear and ſin not, the wicked ſin and 
fear nor. ' They are like the Leviathan, 
who is made without Fear, Job 41. 33. 
Want of the fear of God 1s the 1nnate 
Cauſe of all Wickednels, Rom. 3. 14. 
Whoſe 7 21th is full of Car 149 and bit- 
terneſs, th ir feet are ſv ft to "(bed blood. 
Whence was this? verl. 1d. There ts 
no fear of God before their eyes: Abra- 
ham ſurmized the mea of Gerar would 
ſtick at no Sin ; why lo ? Gez. 20.11, 
T thought ſurely the ſear of God is not 
in this place. The Judge in the Goſpel 
is called an wnjuſt Jude, Luke 18. 6. 
And no wonder, for verſe. 2 . he feared 
zot God. There muſt needs be an Cex- 
cels of Sin where there wants the 
Fear of God to reſtrain it. The wa- 
ter muſt *needs Overflow where there 
are no banks to keep 1t out. We 
live in a Goldleſs age; durſt men Sin 
at that rate as they do, it the fear of 
God were regent 1n their hearts? 
durlt they ſwear, be unclean, uſe Falſe 
weights, bear talſe witneſs, hate pu- 
rity, deride Gods ſigns in the Hea- 
yen, 
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ven, Forge Plots, Perſecute Chriſts 
body, if they had the fear of God be- 
fore their eyes? theſe men proclaim 
to the World that they are Atheiſts ; 
they believe not the Immortality of 
the Soul. They are worſe than 6bru- 
tiſh, a Beaſt fears the fire, theſe fear 
not Hell Fire. They are worſe - than 
Devils, tor they belzeve and tremble, 
Jam. 2. 19. 

Let us bewail the want of the Fear Ut 3. La- 
of God. Terras Aſtrea reliquit. nation, 
ay is it ſo few fear God? Oueſt. 

. Becaufe they m_ not the know- ſm. 
wi of God. * Prov. 1. 24. They ha-* Om pec- 


catim fun- 
ted knowledge, and "I not chooſe the datar inig- 


fear of the Lord : did men know God norantia. 


in his immenſe glory, they would be 
{wallowed up with divine amazement. 
When the Prophet 1/azaþ had a glimpſe 
of Gods Glory, he was ſtricken with 
holy conlternation. Iſaiah 6. 5. Wo is 
me, I am undone, for mine eyes have ſeen 
the Kino the Lord of Hoſls. Put the 
Ignorance of God baniſbeth fear. 

Men fear not God becauſe they 
Ob. ove of his Mercy. God 1s mer- 
ciful, and they doubt not of the Ver- 
tue of this ſoveraign Balm. But who 
"4 4. 15 
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is Gods mercy for! Lnke 1. 50. His 
mercy is on them that fear him. Such 
as fear not Gods Juſtice, ſhall not 
taſt his Mercy: 

Let this be for a Lamentation, that 
the fear of God is ſo vaniſhed. Where 
almoſt is it to be found? Some fear 
ſhame, others fear d:z2er, but where 
iS he who fears a Deity ? Diogenes 
came into a full Market with a Can- 
dle and Lanthora; they asked him 
what he ſought * {aith he, Hominem 
qURYO, I ſeek a 2 man; that 1s, a W iſe 
man. So in the Crowd ot people 
we may go and ſeek a man, fearing 
God. 

And not only among the Comn 10- 
nalty, but even among Profe/ ſjors how 
lew tcar God in truth! Proteflion is 
often made a Manile to cover lin. 
Abſalow palliated Nis Trealon with a 
Religious Vow. 2 Sam. 15. 7. The 
Phariſe s madc ns Prayer a preface 
co Oppreſhon, Mar. 23. 14. This is for- 
did, to cairy on wicked deligns {ub 
larva Pietatis, under a pretext of Pie- 
ty. The Snow covers many a dung- 
Ill. A inovvy vvhite Proteſſhon co- 
vers many a foul heart. The fins of 


Pro- 
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Profeſſors are more odious. Thiſtles 
are bad in a Field, but vvorſe in a 
Garden. The fins of the vvicked az- 
ger God, but the fins of Profeſlors 
Grieve him. 

It reproves Jovial Sinners, vvho 
are ſo far from fearing Go, that they 
Ipend their time 1n mirth and vvanton- 
neſs. Luke 17. 27. They did eat, they drank, 
they married, till ths jio0d CA7HE aziual atc- 
ſtroyed them aff, There 15 a place in Af- 
fr: ica Called t ombutiuin, where the Inha- 
bitants ſpend all the day in piping and 
dancing. What lcnſtal efteminate 
Iives do the Gallants of our age live ! 
They ſpend their Lite 1 a Frolick. 
As if God had made them to be like 
the Leviathan who plays in the Sea. 
Job IT. I 5. They take the T immbrel and 
Harp, ana rejoyce at the ſound of the Or- 
0 ants They ride to Hell upon the 
back of Plea ure, and go merrily to 
damnation. 

Though the Times are fad, they 
have no fear in regard of the publique : 
Deth not God call us to trembling ? 
our {ins arc the fry Comets that pre- 
ſage evil. May not we tear the Glory 
is departin» ? may not we fear the 
death 
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death of Religion before the birth of 
Retormation ? May not we fear ſome 
portentous calamity ſhould bring up 
the rear of former Judgments ? and 
( as the Propher Ezekze/ ſaith, ) Should 
we +5-2 make -mirth? Exck. 21. 10*, 
Bur Jovial ſpirits hive baniſhed the 
tear of God, Amos 6. 4, 5. That he 
upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretch them- 
elves upon their couches, that drink wine 
in Bo'vls, and anoint themſelves with 
the chief Oyntments. Sinners whoſe 
hearts are hardned with ſoft pleaſures, 
ler them have their luſts, and fare- 
well Chriſt and his Goſpel. Jude 12. 
Feedins themſclyes without fear. But 
they Forget death will bring in the 
reckoning, and they mult pay the 
reckoning in Hell. The Great 7ark 
whea he intends the death of any of 
his Bzſhavs, invites them to a Sump- 
tuous Fealt , and then cauſeth them 
to be taken away from the Table and 
ſtrangled : ſo Satan Gluts men with 
ſinful paſtimes and delights, and then 
{trangles them. Fooliſh Gallants are 
like the Fiih that ſwim pleaſant] 
through the Silver {treams of Jordan, ll 
at laſt they fall into the dead Sea®, : 
C 
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It reproves ſecure Sinners who have 2 Br. 


no Fear of God. Like Laiſh of old, Juds. 
18. 27. A people quiet and ſecure. Thoſe 
who are leaſt fate, are molt confident. Se- 
curity caſts meninto a deep Sleep. Birds 
that build and rooſt in Steeples, being 
uſed to the continual ringing of Bells, 
the noiſe doth not at all diſquiet them. 
So Sinners who have been long uſed to 
the ſound. of Aarons Bells, though ever 
and anon vhey have a peal rung out 
againſt their fins, yet being uſed toit, 
they are not ſtartled. A ſecure ſinner 
1s Known thus : 

1. He lives as bad as the worſt, 
yet hopes to be ſaved as well as the 
beſt. He doth bleſs himſelf, ſaying, F4 
ſhall havs peace, though I walk in the 
imagination of my heart, Deut. 29. 19. 
As if a man ſhould drink Poiſon, yet 
not doubt but he ſhall have his health. 
A ſecure ſinner lies in Delilahs lap, 
yet hopes to be in Abrahams boſom. 

2. A ſecure ſinner thinks all is well, 
becauſe all is in peace. He hears 
others ſpeak of a Spirit of bondage, 
and the terrors they have felt for {1n, 
he thanks God he never Knew what 
Trouble of ſpirit meant ; he thinks his 
Conſci- 
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Conſcience is Good, becaule it 1s quzet. 
When the Devil keeps the Palace al 
is in peace, Luke 11. 21, The Phi- 
loſopher ſaith, one Great ſign 'of an 
Earthquake is exceſſive Calmnels of 
the Air : ungrounded peace doth pre- 
ſagean Earthquake 1n the conſcience. 

3. A ſecure ſinner 1s careleſs about 

* + the main Chance. The Soul is the 

&r[azo . N , a 

2% princely part, which is crowned with 

Mat. 25.25 reaſon ; 1t 1s a glaſs of the, Trinity, as 
Plato calls it. A ſecure ſinner pro- 
vides for his Body, but neglects his 
Soul ; like one that waters his Flow- 
ers, but never minds his Jewels. Be- 
hold here a ſecure perſon, who is in 
a ſpiritual Lethargy ; he hath no ſence 
of the life to come, he is deſtitute of 
-the fear of Ged. 

3- Branch, It reproves Scoffers, who are the 
vilelt of ſinners. 2 Pet. 3. 3. There 
ſpall come in the aft daies Scoffers. Such 
were Luciaz and Porphiry. Theſe 1þ- 
zaels jecr at holy walking, and make 
all Religion a Ridicule. They throw 
Squibs of repyoach at the Saints. 
Quintinus Icofted at Chrilts Apoſtles. 
In the Maſſacre at Paris, the Papilts 
eried out to the Proteſtants when 

they 
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they murdered them, Where 7s "now 
your God ? what is become of all your 
Pſalms now, and your Prayers ? Some 
Martyrs in Prague, as they wereat Sup- 
per ( being the next day to ſuffer) 
comforted themſelves ſaying, That this 
was their laſt Supper upon | Earth, and 
that to morrow they ſhould ſup with 
Chriſt in Heaven; a Great Papilt 
flouted them, ſaying, Hath Chriſt Cooks 
for you m Heaven ? Theſe are Devils 
in the likeneſs of men. They are far 
trom the-tlear of God: The Scorners 
Chair ſtands at the mouth of Hell. 

It exhorts us to get _ fear of Uſe 5. Ex- 
God planted in our hearts. Prov. 28, Portion. 

19. Happy ts he that fearech alway *, * Homo T- 
The fear of God would influence all 7 Prom, 
our actions. It would make us Good tem mun- 
in both "Cables. It would make us #" "4 
Holy towards God, and Righteous to- © 
wards men. We would be true in 
our Promiles,. juſt in our dealings. Mat. 
7. 12. That I may _- you to this 
Holy Fear, let me 1hew you the dig- 
nity and cxccllency of it. 

I. The tcar of God is the very Badge 
and Livery of a Saint. The Saints of old 
were men ſcaring God. Ge. 22. 12. 
Att. 
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AZ. 10. 22. 1 Kzn. 18. 3. Obadiah fear- 
ed the Lord Greatly. Not all the Mo- 
ral Vertues in their Higheſt elevation 
make a Saint, but here is his true 
Character, He is one that Fears God. 
Saint Anſtin ſaid of himſelf, that he 
did knock at Heaven-gate tremibunda 
manu, with a trembling hand; Chrift 
calls his Elect his ſheep, John 10. 27. 
Sheep are of a trembling nature. The 
Saints are tremulous, they dare not 
take that liberty as others do. 

2. TheFear of God is a main branch 
of wiſdom. ?*Tis called rrwxn, the Head 
of wiſdom, Prov. 1. 7.* Wiſdom is 


I more precious than Rubies, Prov. 3.15. 


No Jewel we wear, doth ſo adorn us 
as wiſdom; now the fear of God is 
our wildom : Job 28. 28. And unto man 
he ſaid, the fear of the Lord that is 


Aug.Tom.9 ,,, iſdom *X 


Neſt. 


Anſw, 


Wherein is the fear of God the 
true wiſdom ? 

1. The fear of God is Wiſdom as 
it makes us careful about our fpiri- 
tual accounts. Wiſdom lies in no- 
thing more than in keeping accounts 
exattly. The fear of God teachetlr 
one to examine the ſtate of his Soul 
Criti- 
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critally. O my Soul how is it with 


0- thee? doſt thou gain or loſe'? is thy 
N Faithin it's Infancy, being but newly 
Ee laid to the breaſt of a Promiſe ? or 1s 
d. it Grown to ſome ſtature ? how is it ? 
"= doth Grace prevail or Sin * Thus the 
is fear of God makes us wiſely ballance 
it our accounts, and ſee how matters 
7. ſtand between God and our Sou:5. 
1e Pſalm 77. 6. I commune with my own 
Jt heart, and my ſpirit made diligent ſearch. 
2. The fear of God is Wiſdom as it 
h makes us underſtand divine ſecrets. 


id Pſalm 25. 14. The ſecret of the Lord 


is ') is with them that fear him*, He muſt —_ 
5. needs be wiſe who is acquainted with þ.: inter- 
IS the Arcana celi, the ſecrets of Heaven. "pw 
. , b Liuminath- 
ic A fearer of God is acquainted with ,,w mur- 
y | the ſecret of Ele#icn, 1 Thefl. 1. 4. cit Deus. 
is of Gods love, Rev. 1. 5. of the holy *Uu 
wnition, 1 John 2. 20. He knows Gods 
1e mind, T Gay. © I6. We have the mind 
of Chriſt. 
T 3. The fear of God is Wiſdomas it 
'U makes us conliderative. P/alm 119. 59. 
SY © | I conſidered my Wayes. A great pare 
ts of wiſdom lies in con'ideration. He 
lh } who fears God confiders how Vain 
il the world 1s, therefore darcs not love 
[- it ; 


, 
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t ; how ſhort Time is, therefore dares 
not loſe: .it; how precious Salvation 
is, therefore dares not neglect it. 

4. The Fear of God is Wiſdom as 
it makes us walk wilely. Col. 4. 5. 
Walk wiſely, TE95s Tas tw, towards them that 
are without. 1. The Fear of God 
makes us walk aftably. Ger. 23. 7. 
Abraham ſtood up and bowed himfelf” to 
the Chularen of Heth. Piety doth not 
exclude Curtelic. 2. The Fear of God 
makes us walk 7zzoffeyſively : it pre- 
vents not only Scandals but Indecen- 
Cies. 2 Cor.11. 12. That I mioht cut 
off nccalion from” them hat acefare occaſt- 
on. i ie Vencration Oo! a Deity cau- 
{eth circumcilion of Heart, and circum- 
ſpection of Lite. 

5. The Fear of God 15s Wildom, as 
it preſerves us rom Hell : *tis wv ;flom 
to keep out of danger ; tear makes us 
fly from the wrath to com: 

3. The Fear of God 15 the belt Cer- 
tificate to ſhew for Heaven. Have 
you knowledge? ſo hath Satan; have 
you Profeſſion ? {o hath Satan, he tranſ- 
forms himſelf into an Anzel of lioht. 


But have you filial fear ? hercin you 
excel him. 


Fhe tear of God 1s, though 
not 
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res not - our Plea, yet our Evidence for 
100 Heaven. 
4. There is that in God which may 
as  Cominand fear. Job 37. 22. With God 
6. is —_ Majeſty. 


hat . With God 1s Majeſty. 

z0d 1. There is Majeſty in Gods Name, 

on Jehovah. It comes trom an Hebrew 

"to Radix*, which imports Gods abſo- *77 
not Jute, Eternal, and Independent being, 

0d 2, There is Majeſty in Gods Looks. Job 
re- had but a glimpſe of God, and he was 

en- even {wallowed up with divine amaze- 


cut ment, Job 42. Now mine Eye ſeeth 
aſi- » thee, when fore I - "Hugs ſelf. 3. There 
au- Is Majeſty in Gods Words, he ſpcaks 
M- with Majeſty ; as when he gave the 
Law i thundrino, infomuch that the 
as people faid, "yy not Loa [pe ak with ns 
OM  } leſt we aye. There 1s Majeſty in 
us Gods Ss his Holineſs, Power, 
Juſtice, which are the Irradiations of 
er- the divine Eſſence. 5. There 15 Ma- 
VC jelty in Gods Works, P/a/m 145. 5. 
Ve I will [peak of the Honour and Majeſty 
uſ- of thy wondrous works. Every Crea- 
hr. | ture ſets forth Gods Majeſty ; we may 
Ou lee the Majeity of God Blazing in the 
oh * Sun, Twinkling in the Stars : Gods Ma- 
jelty 


Praftical Notes upon 


jeſty is diſcernable in thoſe two Won- 
ders of nature Behemoth and Leviathan, 
Job 40. 18. chap. 41. 19. In ſhort, the 
Majeſty of God is ſeen. in humbling 
the Children of Pride. He turned 
King Nebuchadnezzar to graſs, and 
made him Fellow-commoner with the 
Beaſts: Doth not all this call for 
Fear ? 

2. With God is Terrible Majelty. 
Pſalm 76. 12. He is terrible to the 
Kings of the Earth. There is a time 
coming when God will be dreadful to, 
his enemies ; when Conſcience 1s a- 
wake, when Death ſtrikes, when the 
laſt Trump ſounds. And ſhall not we 
Fear this God? Jer. 5. 22. Fear ye not 
me, ſaith the Lord, will ye not tremble 
at my preſeace ? The _—_ Gods Ju- 
ſtice 15 the way not to feel 1t. 

And Ict it not ſeem ſtrange to you, 
if I tell you, that in reſpeCt of Gods inh- 
nite Majeſty, there will be ſome of 
this bleſſed Fear in Heaven, Not a 
Fear that hath Torment in 1t, for Per- 
fect love will caſt ont Fear. But an 
Holy, Sweet, Reverential fear. Though 
God hath ſo much beauty in' him as 
thall cauſe love, and joy, in Heaven, 
yet 
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yet this beauty is mixed with ſo much 
Majeſty, as ſhall cauſe a Veneration in 
Glorihed Saints. 

5. The Fear of God zends to life, 
Pro. 19. 23. Itis true, 1. Ina tem- 
poral lence, Prov. 10. 27. The fear of 
the Lord prolongeth dates ;, in the Ori- 
ginal it is, It addeth dayes *, Long * 2DT\ 
life is Promiſed as a bleſſing, P/aln 
91. 16. With long Life will I ſatisfie 
him. The beſt way to come to an 
2 nele, a Good Old age, is the Fear of 
God. Sin Curtails the life : many a 
mans excels waſts his Vitals, enervates 
his {trength, and cuts him ſhort of 
thole years which by the courſe of «+ (,, 4. 
nature might be. arrived at *, You 2 morten 
that deſire to live long, live in the Fm? 
Fear of God. Dent. 6. 24. The Lord 17. ; 
commanaed us to fear the Lord our God, MO" 
that he might preſerve us alive. | 

2. It is true in a Spiritual lence. 
The Fear of the Lord tendeth to lite : 
namely, to life Eternal. Life 1s {weet, 
and Ererni! makes it Sweeter +. The + z:,;, 
Lite of bliſs hath nd Tearm of Years Vitz #14 
wherein it expires, 1 Theſ. 4. 17. ** 8: 
Ever with the Lord : The Lamp of Glo- 
ry ſhines, but doth not ſpend; fo that 

D 2 divine 
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divine Fear tends to Life; a life with 
God and Angels for ever. 

' 6. The Fear of God gives full fa- 
tisfaftion, Prov. 19. 23. He that hath 
it, ſhall abide ſatisfied. Such ascare de- 
ſtitute of Gods Fear never meet with 
ſatisfaQtion. Job- 20. 22. In the midſt 
of his ſufficiency he ſhall be in ſtraits. 
This is a riddle, to be full yet not 
have enough. The meaning 1s, there 
is ſtill ſomething wanting : he who 
Fears not God, though his Barns are 
full, yet his Mind is not quiet. The 
{weet Waters of Pleaſure do rather in- 
flame the thirſt than ſatishe it. Ommia fut 
et nihil expedit ; T have run through all 
the delights and Grandures of the 
world, and could never fhnd fult con- 
tentment, {aid the Emperour Severus. 
But he who hath the Fear of the 
Lord, ſhall abide ſatisfied. 

1. He ſhall be /atrsfied. 

His Soul ſhall be filled with Grace, 
1s Gonſcience with peace : an Holy man 
ſaid, when God had repleniſhed him with 
inward joy, 1t is enough Lord, thy Ser- 
want is a clay weſſel and can hold no more. 

2. He ſhall abide ſatisfied. 

This fatisfattion ſhall not ceaſe ; it 
ſhall 


Malach. II. ver. 16, ec. 27 


1 ſhall be a Cordial in death, and a Crown 
after death. 
- 7. The fear of God makes a little 
h to be ſweet, Prov. 15. 16. Better is 
_ a little with the fear of the Lord. Why 
h is a little better ? becauſe that /irtle a 
{t Believer hath he holds 7 Caprte, in his 
s. Head Chrilſt ; that /zztle is {weetned with 
Ot the love of God. He hath with that 
re little a contented mind ; and content- 
10 ment turns Daziel/s Pulſe into Veniſon *, *Dan-r.12 
re Again, that /ittle 1s a Pledge of more ; 
16 that little Oy! 7 the Cruſgy 1s but an 


nN- earneſt of that Golden joy and bliſs 
us h which the Soul ſhall have in Heaven. 


all Thus a [:ttle with the Fear of God 
he is better than all unſanttifhed riches. 
11- Lazariss Crumbs were better than 
us. ; Dives his Banquet. 

he 8. The Fear of God is a Chriſtians 


ſafety. He is invulnerable, nothing 
can hurt him : Plunder him of his * 75 %# 


ce, Money, he carrics a treaſure about him 4,47: 
Jan he cannot be robbed of #. Iſa. 33. 6. Ter war 
ith Caſt him into bonds, his Conlcience 1s [nds on 
Yer- free; Kill his Body, it ſhall riſe again. Chryf. 
are. He who hath on this Breaſt-Plate FO 

Gods Fear, may be ſhot at, but can ſcum, 
; It never be ſhot thorow Þ, ſemper time, 
hall D 3 9. The 
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9. The Fear. of God makes all 
things go well with us, P/alax 128. 2. 
Bl:ſj-d is every one that feareth the 
Lora, happy ſhalt thou be, and it ſhall 


FEccleſ. 8. be ell with thee F, 


#1 2+ 


Is it not well with that man who 
hath all things go on his fide, and 
hath nothing wanting that may do 
him Good ? P/alm84. 11. If God ſees 
Health or Riches Good for him, he 
ſhall have them. Every Providence 
ſhall center in his happineſs. O what 
an inducengnt 1s here to folid Piety. 
Come what times will, x ſhall be well 
with them that Fear God. When they 
dye they ſhall go to God, and while 
they live every thing ,ia the world 
ſhall do them good. 

10. The Fear of God 1s a great 
Cleanſcr, Pſalm 19. 9. The fear of the 
Lord is clean. It 1s fo, 1. In its own 
nature, it is a pure, Chriſtal, Orient 
grace. 2. It is clean Effective, in the 
efte&t of it ; it cleanſeth the Heart and 
Life; as a Spring works out the mud, 
ſo it purgeth out the love of fin. 
The Heart is the Temple of God, and 
Fear ſweeps and cleanſeth this Tem- 
ple that it be not defiled. 
11. The 


/ 
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I1. The Fear oa God makes us ac- 
cepted with God, Az. 10. 35. In eve- 
ry nation he that Feareth God ts accept- 
ed with him. What was St. Paul i 
ambitious of ? 2 Cor. 5. 0 We labour 
that we may be accepted with him *. + budbut 
Divine Fear ingratiates us rave dhe us Ine 
Favour. Such as are Fearleſs of God, 
neither their Perſons or Offerings find 
acceptance, Amos 5. 21, 22. 1 "deſpiſe 
your Feaſt dayes, and I will not {mell in 


your ſolemn Aſſemblies ; ; though ye offer 


me burnt-offerinss, I will not accept them. 
Who, will take a Gift from one that 
hath the plague ? 
12. The Fear of God layes a train 
for ſpiritual joy : ſome may think the 
Fear of God breeds ſadneſs ; no, 1t 1s 
the in-let to Joy * The Fear of God , 
1s the morning Star, which uſhers in , IÞ- hams 
the Sun light "of comfort, Atts 9. 31. mizzy Tis 
Walking in the Fear of the Lora, and "4: ns 2/44 
in the comforts of the Holy gyoft. Thec Chryſ. 2d 
Fear of God hath ſolid joy in it, though POP: Anti 
not wanton. Orcolampadius . an holy *7 9% 
man being on his ſick-bed, was asked 
if the Light offended him ? he putting 
his hand to his heart ſaid, He ſat lucrs ; 
Here I have light enough. God mix- 
D 4 eth 


* Quad ti- 
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eth joy with Holy Fear, that fear may 
not ſeem {lavijh. 

13. The Fear of God drives out 
all other baſe Fear *. Carnal fear is 
an enemy to Religion.” The Fear of 
God frights it away ; it cauſeth Cou. 
rage, Exod. 18. 21. Able men, ſuch as 
Fear God : ſome Tranſlations render it, 
Men of Courage. When a Dictator 
Governed in Rome, all other Offices 
ceaſed. Where the Fear of God rules 
in the Heart, it expells fleſhly Fear. 
When the Emperels Eudoxia threat- 
ned to baniſh Chryſoftom, Tell her, ſaith 
he, I fear nothing but ſin. The Fear 
of God {ſwallows up all other Fear, as 
Moſes Rod \wallowed up the Magitians 
Rods. 

14. To be void of Gods Fear, is 
Folly, Pſalm 75.4. I ſaid to the Fools, 
deal noti Fooltſhly, and to the wicked, lift 
not up the Horn. 1. Are not they 
Fools who gratiftie their Enemy ? They 
who want the Fear of God do {6o. 
Satan baits his hook with pleaſure and 
profit, and they ſwallow bait and 
hook andall ; this pleaſeth Satan, mens 


Fool would humour his enemy ? 
2. Is 
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w 1 2, Is it not folly to preferre Slave- 

ry before Liberty? if a Slave in the 
Dut gally {hould have his freedom offered 


is him, but he ſhould ſay, he had rather 

of Tug at the Oar and be », ſlave, than 

"ue have his liberty, would -not he be 

as Judged indiſcreet ? Such is the caſe of 

it, him who Fears not God. 'The Go- 

tor ſpel offers to free him from the miſe- 

ces rable captivity of Sin, but he chool- 

les eth rather to be a ſlave to his luſts*. + 5,4; Fl 
Ar. He is like the Servant under the Law. onprdes 
at- Exod. 21. 5. 1 love my Maſter, I will pow may 
ith not go out free. He was diſpleaſed neca. 
ear } with a Year of Jubilee : The Fooliſh | 
48 ſinner had rather have his Ear bored 

ans to the Devils ſervice, than be tran/le- 


ted into the Glorious liberty of the Sons 
1s of God, Rom. 8. 21. 


ols, 3. Is not he a Fool, who having 
lift but one Jewel will venture the loſs of 
ey it? The Soul 1s this Jewel, and the 
1ey ſinner 1s fearleſs of it, he will throw 
{o. it away upon the world; as if one 
nd ſhould throw Pearls and Diamonds at 
nd Pear-trees. Ephrem Syrus uſed to lay, 
ens ; He who Pampers his body and neg- 
Fa lects his Soul, is like him who feaſts 


his Slave and ſtarves his Wite. 
4. Is 


- 


Al 
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4. Is not he a Fool, who refuſeth 'a 
rich offer? if one ſhould offer to adept 
another, and make him Heir of his 
Eſtate, and he ſhould refuſe it, would 
not his diſcretion be called in queſti- 
on ? God offers Chriſt to a fo 
and promileth to entail all the riches 
of Heaven upon him, but wanting the 
Fear of God he refuſeth this Great 
ofter. P/alm 81. 11. Iſrael would none 
of me : Is not this a Prodigy of madneſs ? 
may not the Devil beg every inner 


ft Nwnquit for a Fool at the laſt day | ? 
Dens ftultrs 
aaturus tft 


reg c- raign Antidote againſt Apoſtaſie : the 
forwnAug. Devil was the firſt. Apoſtate. How 


15. The Fear of God is a Sove- 


rife 1s this ſin! more ihipwracks are 
at Land than at Sea; men make ſhip- 
wrack of a Good Conſcience. Apo- 
ſtates are ſaid to put Chriſt to opez 
ſhame, Heb. 6. 6. The Fear of God is 
a evzz]r, a preſervative againſt Apo- 
ſtacy. Jer. 32. 40. I will put my Fear 
in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
from me. 1 will ſo love them, that 


I will not depart* from them; and 


they ſhall ſo Fear me, that they ſhall 
not depart from me. 

15. There are excellent Promiles 
' made 


a A, Wy, 0 = > Xx 4 


of = mas 
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made to them that Fear God, Mzlach. 
4. 2. Unto you that Fear my Name, 
ſhall the Sun of righteoum: [s ariſe with 
healing in his W, ings. Here IS a Pro- 
miſe of Chriſt ; he 1s a Sx for Light 
and Vivihcal Influence ; - and a Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, as he diffuſeth ile Gol- 
den beams of Juſtification *. Ard ie 
hath healinz 1n his Waings ; the Sun : 


heals the Air, dries up the Cold / 


moiſtures, exhales the Vapofirs which £ 
would be Peſtilential ; ſo Chriſt hath 
healins in his Winzs, he heals the 
hardneſs and impurity of * the Soul. 
And the Horiſon in which this Sun 
ariſeth, is in _—_ Fearing God. To 
you that Fear my Name, ſhall the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ariſe. And, there is 'ano- 
ther Great Promiſe, Pſalm a1 5; I3. 
He will bleſs them that Fear the Lord, 
both Small and Great. God bleſſeth 
ſuch in their Name, Eſtate, Souls. 
And this blefſing can never be reverled : 
As Iſaac ſaid, I have bleſſed him, and he 
ſhall be bleſſed, Gen. 27. 33. Such as Fear 
God are priviledged Perſons, none can 
take away from them either their 
pou rioht, or thcir blfſung. 

. Fear is an admirable Inſtru- 
ment 
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ment in Promoting Salvation, Philip. 
2. 12. Work out your Salvation with 
Fear. Fear is that flaming Sword, 
which turns every way to keep ſin from 
entring *. Prov. 6. 16, Fear ſtands 
Sentinel in the Soul, and 1s ever upon 
it's Watch-Tower. Fear cauſeth cir- 
cumſpection, he who walks in Fear 
treads warily : Fear begets Prayer, and 
Prayer engageth the help of Heaven. 

17. The Lord is much pleaſed with 
ſuch as Fear him. Pſalm 147.,11. The 
Lord taketh pleaſure in them that Fear 
him. In 4he Septuagint it 15*, The 
Lord bears Good mill towards them 
that Fear lim : Pagnin and Buxtorf 
render it, The Lord delights in them 
that Fear him. Never did Suitor take 
ſuch pleaſure in a Perſon he loved, as 
God doth in them that Fear him; 
they are his Hephſibah, or chiet ſolace, 
I/a. 62. 4. He faith of them as of 
Sthon, Plalm 132. 14. Here is my reſt 
or ever, here will I dwell. A inner isa 
veſſel in which is no pleaſure, Hoſea 8.8. 
But Fearers of God are Favourites. 

18. Such as Fear God are the only 
perſons that ſhall be ſaved. Pſalm 85. 
9. Salvation is nich them that Fear 
| him. 


} 


[ 
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him. Salvation is faid to be far from 
the Wicked, P/alm 119. 155. They 


and Salvation are fo far aſunder, that ' 


they are like never to mees. But 
Gods Salvation 1s nigh them that Fear 
him : What do we aſpire after bur 
Salvation? 'Tis the end of all our 
Prayers, Tears, Sufferings. Salvation 
is the Crown of our deſires, the low- 
er of our joy, And who ſhall be 
enriched with Salvation, but the Fear- 
ers of God? His Salvation is nigh 
them that Fear him. Let theſe cogent 
arguments perlwade to the Fear of 
God. 

Let us put our ſelves upon a ſtrict 
Scrutiny and Tryal, whether we have 
the Fear of God planted in our hearts. 

How may we know it ? 

1. The Fear of God will make a 
man fear fin, Ger. 39. 9. How can I 
do this Great wickedneſs and ſin aoainſt 
God ; indeed fin is the only Formida- 
ble thing ; this 1s the Gorgons Head, 
that afirights; it is the Evil of Evils. 
"Tis the Poiſon the Old Serpent hath 
{pit into our Virgin-nature : In Sin 1s 
both Pollution and Emmity: Sin 1s 
compared to a Thick Cloud, Iſa. 44. 22. 
which 
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which not only hides the light of Gods 


Face, but brings down {howers of 
"Wrath. Sin is worſe than all penal! 


evils : there 1s more evil in a drop of 
Sin, than in a Sea of AﬀMiiction.. 1. Sin 
is the cauſe of Afliiction, it conjures 
up all the Winds and Storms in the 
World *. Out of this Viperous womb 
come Mutuw'es, Diviſions, Maſlacres, 
and the cauſe is worig than the et- 
feet. 

. In Aﬀiction Conſcience may be 
quiers the Hail may beat upon the 
Tiles, when there 15 Muſick in the 
To0mM : but Sin terrihes the Conſcience. 
Nero in the midit of Feaſts and Ro- 
man {ports was full of horrour of 
mind ; the numbers of men he had 
Killed, troubled him. Catal:ze was 
frighted at every noiſe. Cain in Kil- 
ling Abel \{ta!?d halt the World at one 
blow, vet could not he Kill the Worm 
of his OWN ( ONiCICNCC. 

Sin is the Spirits of Miſchief diſtil- 
led, it puts a S779 into death, 1 Cor. 
15.56. It is worle than Hell. 1. Hell 
is a burden only to the "hf but 
{in is a Burden to God, Amos 2. 13. 

2. There is J»ſtice in Hell, but fin 
is 


Malach. III. ver. 16, exc. 


is the moſt unjuſt thing. It would 
rob God of his Glory, Chriſt of his 
Purchaſe, the Soul of it's Happineſs. 
Tis more bitter to fin againſt Chriſt, 
than to fſufter the torments of Hell, 
ſaith Chry/oſtom : Is not lin then to be 
feared ? he who Fears God is afraid of 
touching this forbidden» fruit : More 
Particularly : 

"x. He who Fears God, is afraid to 
do any thing that he doubrs may be 
ſinful, Rom. 14. 23. He will not ſwal- 
low Oaths like Pills, left they ſhould 
afterwards work in his Conſcience: 
he darcs not mix any thing in Gods 
Worſhip which he hath not appoint- 
ed, he doubts it is like Offerins ſtranze 
fire. Where Conſcience is 'Scrupu- 
lous, it 1s ſafer fo forbear; for, what 
is not of Fatth is Sip. 

2. He who Fears God, fears the 
appearance of Sin, 1 Theſ. 5. 22. Ab- 
ſtain, ar} mwi)G udes, from all - appearance 
of Evil. Some things are Male colo- 
rata (as Bernard ſpeaks) they have 
a bad look, and carry a fhow of 
evil in them: To e0 to the Idol Tem- 
ple, though one doth not joyn with 
them in Worlhip, is an appearance of 
evil. 
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evil. He whoſe Heart is © ballaſted 
with Gods Fear, flies from that which 
looks like fin, It was a good ſpeech 
of Bernard to Eugenius, By avoiding 
the 4# of fin we preſerve our Peace, 
by avoiding the appearance of it we 
preſerve our Fame. The Fear of God 
makes us ſhun the Occaſion of in: 
the Nazarite under the Law was not 
only to forbear Wine, but he miſt 
not eat Grapes, which might occaſion 
intemperancy. Joſeph fled from his 
Miſtreſſes temptation, he would not be 
ſeen in her company. 

The appearance of evil' though it 
defile not ones own Conſcience, it 
may offend anothers Conſcience : and 
hear what the Apoſtle ſaith, r Cor. 8. 
12. When ye wound the weak Conſcience, 
ye ſin azainſ> Chriſt. Such as avoid 
not the appearances and in-lets to fin, 
make the truth of their Grace to be 
ſuſpected : How far are they from the 
Fear of God, who torgetting their pray- 
er, Lead us not into temptatid}, run 
themſelves into the Devils mouth? 
they go to Plays and Maſquerades, 
which are the Lures and Incentives 
of Filthineſs ; others aſſociate fami- 
harly 
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ed liarly with the Wicked, and are too 

ch often in their Company : which is like 

ch going among them that have -the 

1g Plague: 1 Cor. 5. 9. I wrote to you not 

e, to Company with Fornicators, Trat- 

Ve fhique 1s one thing, keeping Company 

od is another. Po{yzcarp would have no 

n: Society with Marcion the Heretick, 

ot Twiſting into a cord of Friend{hip 

ut with ſinners is a ſhow of evil, 1t 

2nN hardens them in ſin; and wounds the 

Us credit of Religion. 

be But did not Chriſt often converſe Objett. 
with Sinners ? : 

it ( 1. Chriſt did ſometimes go among Afr, 

it the Wicked, not that he approved 

ad of their ſins: but as a Phyſitian goes 

8. among the diſeaſed to heal them; fo 

:e, "*Chriſt intended to Work a Cure up- 

id on them, Mark 2. 17. It was their 

n, converſion he aimed ar. 

Dc 2. Though Jeſus Chriſt did ſome- 

1 * times converſe with Sinners, yet he 

y - could receive no Infection by them : his 

IN divine nature was a ſufficient Antidote 

1? |} againſt the contagion of ſin. As' the 

Ss |} Sun cannot be defiled with che thick 

es |} Vapours which are exhaled from the 

t- + Earth, and fly into the middle Region: 

ly E {o 
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ſo the black Vapours of fin could not ct 

defile the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Chriſt hi 

was of that ſpotleſs purity that he bl 

had no receptibility of Evil ; but the Y 

caſe is altered with us,we have a ſtock of Ol 
corruption within: therefore it is dan. oh 
gerous to incorporate with the Wicked n 

leſt we be dchled. an 

Such as revere the divine Majeſty 

dare not go near the borders of Sin. CO 

Thoſe who went mear the Fiery Fur- hi 

ace, though they did not go into it, de 

were burned, Daz. 3. 22. A wile Chri- to 
abs {tian ſhould in all his tranſaQtions | 
an deceat, put thole three queſtions of * Bernard V th 
es expediat« tg) himſelf; Whether is this I do m 
lawful, or decent, or expedient. Je 

3}. He who Fears God, dares not th 

lin ſecrerly. An Hypocrite may forbear PU 

oroſs (1n, becauſe of the ſhame ; bur Bt 

not clandeſtine ſecret fin. He is like tO 

one that ſhuts up his Shop-windows, | th 

but follows his Trade within doors : | W 

But a man Fearing God dares not fin, Ge 


though he had Gy2ess Ring and could 
walk inviſibly, and noeye ſee him. Le- | cd 
Vits IQ. I4. Thou ſhalt not curſe the deaf, | Ch 
or pit a ſtumbling block before the blind ; | 

but ſhalt Fear thy God. If one ſhould | *% 
. curte | . 
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curſe a deaf man, he cannot hear 
him ; or lay a ſtumbling block in a 
blind mans way, he cannot ſee him : 
Yea but the Fear of God will make 
one avoid thoſe fins which can neither 
be heard or {een by men. Gods Sece- 
ing in ſecret 1s 4 lufficient Superſedeas 
and Counterpoilon againſt Sin. 

4. He who Fears God dares not 
commit ſin, though it might bring 
him in Emlument. Gain 1s the Gol- 
den bait with which Satan fiiheth 
for Souls : this was the laſt tempta- 
tion the Devil uſed to Chriſt, A/ 
this will I give thee, Mat. 4. 9. How 
many bow down to the Goldex Imaze ! 
Joſhua who could itop the courſe of 
the Sun, could not ſtop Achax in his 
purſuit after the wedge of Gold Þ. 
But he who Fears God dares not fin 
to get preferment: David durit not touch 
the Lords anointed though he knew he 
was to reign next, 2 Sam. 26. 23. A 
Godly man is aſſured that a full Purſe 
is but a poor recompence for a wound- 
ed Conſcience, It any ſhall go to 
choak him with Steeples, he faith as 
Peter, Acts 5d. 20. Thy mony periſh with 
thee. 

E 2 s, He 
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5, He who Fears God, dares not 
gratifie his own revergeful humour. 
Homer ſaith, Revenge is ſweet as drop- 
ping Hony ; but Grace makes a man 
rather bury an injury than revenge 
it, He knows who hath ſaid, YVer- 
geance is mine, I will repay, Rom. 12. 
19. He who hath the Fear of God before 
his eyes, is fo far from revenge, that 
he requites good for evil. Miriam 
murmured againſt Moſes, and Moſes 
prayed for her, that God would heal 
her of her Leprolie, Numb. 12. 13. 
The Prophet E/ſha inſtead of ſmite- 
ing his Enemies, ſet Bread and Wa- 
ter before them, 2 King, 6. 22. 

6. He who Fears God dares not 
do that which 1s of evi/ report, though 
poſſibly the thing in it ſelf may be 
no fin. 1 Cor. 6. 1. Dare any of you 
havin? a MAIIEY againſt another , 0 10 
law before the unjuſt ? Yes, might ſome 
lay, what ſin 1s it to have a juſt 
caule brought betore unbelievers, that 
it may be decided ? O- but, might the 
Apoſtle reply, though the thing in 
it ſelf be lawful, yet becauſe it ſounds 
ill, and expoſeth your Religion to 

the Scorn and inſult of unbelievers, 
you 
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e you that Fear God ſhould not dare 
, to do it. It were better to decide it 
F by a prudent arbitration. 1 Cor. 6. 12. 
a | .- things are lawful unto me, but all 
& thinss are not expedient. : 
-" 7. He who Fears God is not only 
£ afraid of evil ations, but to offend God 
de in his Thoughts. Deut. 19. 6. Beware 
IL that there be not a thought In thy Wic- 
” ked heart, &c. "To think of fin with 
1] delight is to act it over in the fan- 


cy, this is Culpable. A man may 
J- think himſelf into Hell. What were 
& | the Apoſtate Angels damned for, 

, was it for any more than Proud 
thoughts? This is the firſt note of Tr1- 


Pe al, He who reverenceth a Deity flies 

hN | from Sin. It is a ſaying of Avſclm, 

- It Sin were on one {ide and Hell ot 

_ the other, I would rather leap into 

a Hell than willingly fin againſt God. + ,,;,,,, 

= | 2. He who Fears God, walks by Rk inzerio 

ſt | rather than Example : Example is for 74%." 

at the moſt part corrupt. Examples of 2 

he great men are influential f, Pharaoh culus. | 

_ had learned. Joſeph to ſwear, but Jo- © 

ds {eh had not learned Pharaoh to pray. wn wn pa- 

09 The examples of others cannnot juſtt- 7 9" 

rs a , . . : . Ppatrorimiie 
» | hea thing intrinſecally evil +. A fearer '», wie. 
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of God ſteers the Rudder of his Life : 
according to the Compaſs of the Word. : 
He looks to the ſacred Canon as the 4 
Mariner to the Load-Star, or I/rae/ 4 
to the Pillar of Fire, to diret him. = 
Iſa. 8. 20. To the Law, to the Teſti © 


MOny. w 

3. He whoPFears God keeps his com- ” 
mandments, Eccle/. 12. 13. Fear God, 
and keep his commandments. Luther 
faid, He had rather obey God than = Þ* 
work miracles. A Gracious Soul croſ- 
ſeth his own will to fulfil Gods : if the 
Lord bid him Crucihe his boſom-fin, 
forgive his enemies, he inſtantly obeys. # FY 
An Heathen exerciſing much cruelty T; 
to a Chriſtian, asked him in ſcorn, - 
What Great Miracle his Maſter Chri/t R 
ever did? The Chriſtian replyed, This a 


Miracle, that though you. uſe me thus = 
Cruelly, I can forgive you. An Holy _ 
Heart Knows there is nothing loſt "—* 
by obedience. David ſware unto the _ 
Lord, that he would not reſt till he found [> G 
4 place for God, Plalm 132. 4, 5. Ard | on 
God Sware again to David, that of the | . 
fruit of his body he would ſet upon his y 
throne, Plalm 132. 11. I 


4. He who Fears God is alike 
Good 


Malach. III. ver. 16, ec. 
Good in all Companies : He diffuſeth 
the ſweet favour of Godlineſs where 
ever he comes. Hypocrites can change 
themlelves into all ſhapes, and be as 
their company 1s ; Serious in one com- 
company, and Vain in another : He 
who reverenceth a Deity, is ſemper 
idem, alike Good in all places. An 
even Pulſe ſhows Health: an even 
walking ſhows Grace. It a Good man be 
api rn, caſt among the wicked, 
e will not coaleſce with them, but 
in his deportment ſhows torth a Ma- 
jelty of Holineſs. 

5. He who Fears God is good in 
the Station where God hath ſet him. 
Take an inſtance in Joſeph, Gen. 42. 
18. I fear God. And lee a pattern of 
Relative ſanEtitie : He ſhowed towards 
his Maſter fidelity, towards his Miſtreſs 
chaſtity, towards his Father duty, to- 
wards his Brethren bounty. A good 
man makes his family Paleſtra Pieta- 
tis, a Nurſery of Picty *, as it was 
ſaid of Cramer. 

6. He who Fears God, dares not 
negle&t Family or Cloſet-prayer, Pſalm 
109. 4. 1 Give my ſelf to Prayer. 
Prayer wluſpers in Gods cars. Clemens 
BE 4 Alexan- 
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Alexandrinus calls it private conference 
with God. Why was Nymphays houſe 
calld a Church, Col. 4. 15. But be- 
cauſe it was conſecrated by Prayer ? 
A Gracious Soul puts forth fervent 
liehs1n Prayer, Rom. 5 26. And ſure that 
prayer doth ſooneſt pierce Heaven 
which pierceth ones own Heart. 

If Prayer be made the Touch-ſtone, 
then the number of thole who Fear 
God is but ſmall. Are there not ma- 
ny prayerleſs Families in this Ciry and 


Nation ? Job 15. 4. Thou caſterh off 


fear, thou reſtraineſt prayer. When men 
reſtrain prayer, they calt oft the Fear 
of God. It 1s the brand ſet upon a Re- 
probate, P/a/m 14. 4. He calls no 
upon Loa. 

7. He who Fears God will not op- 
preſs his Neighbour. Levi. 25. 17. 
Te ſhall not oppreſs one another, but thou 
ſhalt fear thy God. How can he be 
Holy who is not juſt? A Saint, yet an 
Extortioner 1s a Solceciſm. A cruel op- 
preſlor is like Judas, his bowels are fallen 
out. TheFear of God would cure this. 
Neh. 5.8. Will ye ſell your brethren ? v. 9. 
Onght ye- not to walk in the fear of our 
God? As it Nehemiah had ſaid, If + 
ha 
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had the Fear of God ye would not 
be ſo wicked, ye would not riſe up- 
on the ruines of others, and to wrong 
them, damn your ſelves. 

8. He who Fears God is given to 
works of Mercy. The Fear of God is 
alwaies joyned with love to our Bre- 
thren. Grace may have a Trembling 
hand, but it hath not a MWithered hand, 
it ſtretcheth out its ſelt to relieve the 
indigent. Jam. 1. 27. Pare Religion 
before God and the Father is this, to 
Viſit the Fatherleſs and the Widdows in 
their Affliction. To Vilit them is not 
only to go to ſee them in AfMiction : 
our Saviour expounds what Viſiting 
is, Mat. 25. 36. 1: viſited me; how 
was that ? wer/. 35. 1 was an hunered, 
and ye gave me meat. Good works 
are not the Cauſe of our Juſtification, 
but they are the Evidence. How far 
are they from the Fear of God, 
who are hard-hearted to Chriſts Poor ! 
You may as well extract Oil out of a 
Flint, as the Golden Oil of Charity 
out of their hearts. Dives denied La- 
zarus a Crumb of Bread, and Dives 
was denied a drop of Water. 

9. He who Fears God had _ 

ul- 
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diſpleaſe man than God. Exod. 1, 17. 
The Midwives Feared God, and did not 
as the Ryng commanaded, but ſaved the 
Men-childrew alive. What, not obey 
the Kings Command ! How could this 
ſtand with their Allegiance ? Very well, 
becauſe it was an unlawful command. 
The King bad them put to death the 
Maics ofthe Hebrews, which they durſt 
not 4d-\c, for Fear of incurring Gods 
diſplealure. King NebachadnezzarereCt- 
ed a Golden Image to be worſhipped, 
but the three Children (or rather 
Champions) ſaid, Be it known unto thee 


- O Kyjnz, we will not ſerve thy Gods, or 


worſhip thy Golden Image, Dan. 3. 18. 
They would rather br» than bow : He 
who Fears God, knows it is beſt to 
keep in with God; he is the ſureſt 
Friend, but the foreſt Enemy. 

10. The Fear of God will make a 
man Fear theſe ſix things. 


1. Satans Snares. 
2. His own Heart. 
3. Death. 
4. Judgement, 
* 5, Hell. 
6, Heaven, 
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1. The Fear of God will make a 
man afraid of Satars [nares. He hath the 
eye of Faith to ſee thele ſnares, and the 
wing of Fear to fly trom them —Pe- 
dibus Timor addiait alas —2 Cor. 2. 11. 
We are not ignorant of his devices. The 
word is »uzſe, {ubtile Stratagems. Sa- 
tan is called the O/4 Serpent, Rev. 
12. 9. Though he hath loſt his Holi- 
neſs, he hath not loft his Policy : his 
fnaresare ſo Cunningly laid, that with- 
out the Guidance of Gods Fear we 
cannot eſcape them. 

'r. One+ ſubtil Artihce of Satan is, 
he baits his Hook with Religion : he 
can change his Flag, and hang our 
Chriſts Colours; here he Transforms 
himſelf into an Anoel of light. The 
Devil tempts men to Evil, that Good 
may. come of it, Rom. 3.8. He whultles 
them into the ſnare of prefterment, 
that hereby they may be in a capact- 
ty of doing God more lervice. The 
white Devil is worſt. Who would ſu- 
{ſpect Satan when he comes as a D:vize, 
and if need be, can quote Scripture ? 

2. Another ſnare of Satan 1s, to 
tempt to ſin under a plea of Neceſſt- 
ty.” Lot offered to expoſe his Daugh- 
ters 
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ters to the luſts of the Sodomites, that 
he might preſerve his Angel-gueſts 
who were come into his houſe, Gez. 19. 
8. Did not Satan inſtigate him to this ? 
Neceſlity will not excule impiety. 

37, Snare is to Colour over fin with 
the Pretence of Vertue. Alcib:ades hung 
a Curtain curiouſly embroidered over a 
foul Picture full of Owls and Sartyrs. 
Satan puts Good names on fin, as Phy. 
ſitians call that Film in' the eye which 
hinders the ſight, a Pearl iz the eye. 
Satan Colour'd over Jehu's Ambition 
with the Name of Zeal, 2 Km. 10. 16. 
He makes men believe Revenge is Va- 
lour, Covetouſneſs Frugality : as if one 
ſhould write ba/m-water upon a glaſs of 
Poyſon. 

4, Snare of Satan is, to carry on 
his miſchievous deſigns under a pre- 
tence of Friendſhip. He puts oft his 
_. Lions Skin, and comes in Sheeps Cloth- 
F Antoni ng *. Thus Satan came to Chriſt; 
tamagis Command that theſe Stones be made 
nbant? bread, Mat. 4. 3. As if he had faid, 
cn I fee thou art Hungry, I therefore 

ou: of Pity Counſel 'thee to get ſome- 
thing to eat, turn ſtones to bread that 
tly hunger may be ſatisfied : but Chriſt 
ſpied 
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ſpied the Serpent in the Temptation 
and repulſed him. Thus Satan came 
to Eve under the Notion of a Friend. 
Eat, ſaith he, of the Tree in the midſt of 
the Garden, Te ſhall not dye, ye ſhall 
be as Gods, Gen. 3. 4, 5. As it he 
had faid, I perſwade you only to 
that which will put you into a better 
condition than now ye are; eat of the 
Tree of knowledze and it will make 
you Omniſcient. What a kind Devil 
was here ! but Eve found a Worm 
in the Apple. Timeo Danaos et dona 
ferentes—*®. 

5, Snare, if Satan cannot take a 
Chriſtian off from duty, he will put 
him on too far in duty. Humiliation 1s a 


- duty, but Satan ſuggeſts that the Soul 


is not humbled enough : and indeed 
he never thinks it humbled enough 
till it deſpairs. Satan coines thus to a 
man : Thy fins have bin great, and 
thy Sorrow 1hould be proportionable ; 
But .is it ſo? canſt thou ſay thou haſt 
bin as great a Mourner as thou haſt 
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bin a Sinner ? what is - drop of 


Sorrow to a Sea of Sin? This is laid 
only as a Snare: the ſubtil enemy 


would have a Chriltizn weep him- 
ſelf 


+ Mult e 
ſunt in ani- 
mo latibre, 
Cicero, 
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ſelf blind, and in a deſperate humour 
throw away the Anchor of Hope. And 
if Satan hath ſuch fallacies, and as a 
Decoy draws lo many Millions into his 
ſnares, is there not cauſe of jealous 
fear leſt we ſhould be trappan'd ? The 
fear of God will make us Fear Hells 
ſtratagems. Satans ſ/zires are worſe 
than his darts. 

2. The Fear of God will make a 
man afraid of his ov» Heart. Luther 
uſed to ſay, he feared his Heart more 
than the Pope or Cardinals, Yer. 17. 9. 
The Heart 1s deceitful above all things. 

1. It 15 deceitful. 

The word fignihes, it is a Jacob *, 
or Supplanter. As Jacob ſupplanted his 
brother, and got away the bleſling ; 
ſo our Hearts would ſupplant and be- 
guile us. 

2. Above all thinos. 

There is deccit in Weights, deceit 
in Friends; but the Heart hath an art 
of deceiving beyond all F. In the 
beſt hearts there is ſome fallaciouſnels. 
David was upright in all things, ſave 
only in the matter of Uriah, 1 King 
i5. 5. A Godly man Knowing there 
is a ſpice of this deceit in his Heart, 
Fears 
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Fears himſelf. The fleſh is a Boſom- 
Traitor. No man can believe what 
evil is in his Heart. 2 Ky. 8. 12. Is 
thy Servant a Dog ? Hazael could not 
believe his Heart had bin big of ſuch 
Monfters. It one had come to Noah 
and faid, thou wilt be drunk ſhortly ; 
he would have ſaid, 1s thy Servant a 
Dog? No man knows what is in his 
breaſt, or what ſcandal he may fall in- 
to if God leaveth him. Chriſt warns his 
own Apoſtles to take heed of ſurfeit- 
ins and drunkenneſs, Luk. 21. 34. A 
Godly man theretore fears his Heart 
with a Fear of Caution and jealoutie. 
The Heart is not only /fubborz, but 
ſabtil. Let usa little Trace this Impo- 
{tor, and ſee if there be not cauſe to 
fear it, The heart ſhows it's deccitful- 
neſs about 


I. Things Sinful. 
2. Things Sacred. 


1. The Heart ſhows it's deceitful- 
nels about things ſinful ; this deceit is 
x. In hiding of fin, as R4hab hid the 
ſpies in the flax, Jolh. 2. 6. So the 
Heart Hides fin: and how doth it liide it? 


Juſt 
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Juſt as Adam hid himſelf under fig- 
leaves, ſo the Heart hides fin under the 
figleaves of excuſes. It was done againſt 
the will, or ina Paſhon ; orit was long 
of others : Aaron laid his fin in making 
the Golden calf upon the people, Exo. 
32. 22. The people are ſet on miſ- 
chief: And Adam tacitly laid his fin 
upon God himſelf, Gez. 3. 12. The 
Woman thou gaveſt me, ſhe gave me of the 
tree. As to ſay, If thou had(t not 
given me this tempting woman, I 
had not ear. 

2. The Hearts deceit 1s ſeen in Flat- 
tering of us, it will make us believe 
we are not {9 bad as we are. The 
Phyſitian deceives the patient, when 
he tells him his diſeaſe is not ſo dan- 
gerous, yet he 1s falling into the hands 
of death. The Heart will tell a man 
he is free from Theft, when yet he 
robs others of their Good Name ; he is 
free from Drunkenneſs, when, though 
he will not be drunk with Wine, £ 
will be drunk with Paſſhon. Thus 
the Heart is a flattering Glaſs, to 
make one look fairer than he is: 
and is there not cauſe to ſuſpect this 
Impoltor ? 

2. The 
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2. The Heart ſhews it's deceitful- 
neſs about things cred; it will” be 
ready to put us off with Counterfeit 
Grace. Many have bin deceived in 
taking falſe Mony, and it 1s to be fear- 
ed in taking falle Grace. 
1. The Heart is ready to deceive 
with a falſe repentance. A Sinner is 
troubled a little for Sz, or rather, 
| the conſequent of it, and perhaps ſheds 
a few tears, and now his Heart iooths 
him up that he is a true Penitent. 
But every legal terrour 1s not Repen- - 
tance, Atts 2. 37. They were pricked in 
their Heart : yet after this, Peter ſaid 
unto them Repent, ver. 38. It every 
ſlight Trouble for ſin were true Repen- 
tance, then Judas and Cain may be 
lifted in the number of penitents. Evan- 
gelical Repentance works a change 
of Heart, 1 Cor. 6. 11. It produceth 
Sanctity. But the falſe penitentiary, 
though he hath trouble of Spirit, yet 
no Metamorphiſe or change. He hath 
p a weeping Eye, but an adulterous 
Heart. Ahab Faſts and puts on fſack- 
. cloth, but after this, he puts the 
0 Prophet Micaiah in Priſon, 1 Kzn. 22. 
27. 
e F 2, The 
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2. The Heart 1s apt to deceive with 
a falle Faith, it ygould put the dead 
child in the room of the /zvins, They 
in the ſecond of John are ſaid to be- 
/ieve: But Chrift did not believe their 
faith, Joy? 2. 24. True Faith, as it 
caſts it felt into Chriſts arms to em- 
brace him, fo it caſts it ſelf at Chrilts 
teet to ſerve him : But ſpurious Faith 
though it be forward to Receive 
Chrilts benefits, yet it plucks the Go- 
wverument from his ſhoulders, Ta. 9. 6. 
It would have him a Prieſt, but not 
upon his throne, Tach. 6. 13. Thus the 
Heart 1s full of fallacies; he who 
Fears God fears his Heart leſt it ſhould 
rob um ot the b4//izs. That faying 
of Epicharmus IS Good, wwmnn ena, Re- 
member not to truſt. 

}. The Fear of God will make a 
man Fear death. Death may challenge 
a part 1n our Fear. 1. Becauſe it 1s 
ſuch a {crious thing, it is the inlet 
to ctcrnuy : and puts us 1to an un- 
alterable eltate. 2. Becauſe of it's Proxi- 
mity : 1t 1s nearer to us than we are 


ye £2474 AWATre *: it may be within a few 


- hours march of us. God may this 
mght fecal a Leaſe of EjeQAment, and 
lay, 
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ſay, Give an account of your ſtewardſhip ; 
and what it death ſhould come before 


we are ready? 3. Becauſe after death 


* there is nothing to be done for our 


Souls, there is no repenting in the 
Grave, Eeccleſ. 9. 10. Therg is no work 
nor device in the Grave mwhither thou 
goeſt. Soathat death is to be feared 
with an holy and Religious Fear. 

How far may a child of God Fear 
death ? 

1. So far as the Fear of Death is a 
Curben-bit to keep him from Sin. A 
believer may lawtully make uſe of all 
means to deter him from fin. No ſtron- 
ger antidote againit fin, faith Auſtin, 
than the Fear of Death. Am I fin- 
ning, and to morrow may be dy- 
ing ? 

2. A Child of God may ſo far Fear 
death, as it makes -him dye to the 
World. The Fear of death would ſound 
a retreat and call us off from Vanity. 
What is the world ? we muſt leave 
it ſhortly, and all we can purchaſe 
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ISA burying -place T. } Gen. 494 
}. A Child of God may fo far*” 


Fear death, as this Fear fits him more 
for death. Jacob teared his brother 
F 2 Eſas's 
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Eſau's coming againſt him, and he 
prepared to meet him, he addreſſed 
himſelf to Prayer, Gen. 32. 7, 24. 
So when we Fear deaths coming and 
we prepare to meet It, we ſer our 
Soul in order, This 1s a Good Fear of 
death. 

But this Fear of death in ghe God- 
ly muſt be mixed with hope. The na- 
ture of death to a Believer is quite 
changed : death 1s in it felf a curle, 
bur God hath turned this Curſe into 
a Blefling. To a Child of God death 
1s not a deſtruition but a deliverance. 
When the Mantle of his fleſh drops 
oft, he aſcends in a fiery chariot to 
Heaven. 

4. The Fear of God will make a 
man fear Jud7ment. Anſelm ipent mot 
of his thoughts upon the day of Judge- 
ment ; and Hierom thought he alwaies 
heard that Voice ſounding in his ears, 
Surgite mortut, Arile ye dead and come 

* Siamor tO Judgment *. That _ ſhall be 
-u9 boy "ſuch a day 1s evident, 1. From Gods 
mor Fudicis Veracity : He who 1s the Oracle of 
«mT. truth hath aſſerted it, Pſalm 96. 13. 

S*2> For he cometh, for he comerh to Judge 


the earth; There is a — 
, Bo 
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i. To {hew the Certainty he cometh, 
he cometh, it is an iffdubitable Maxim. 
2. To ſhew the Celerity, he cometh, 
he cometh, the time draws ncar, it is 
almolt day-break, and the Judge Is 
ready to take the bench, Jam. 5. 9. 
Gods decree cannot be reverled. 

2. There ſhall be ſuch a day for 
the Vindication of Gods Juſtice. Things 
ſeem to be carricd in the World Par- 
tially : the Godly ſuffer, the Wicked 
Proſper. Atheiſts are ready to think 
God hath caſt oft the Government of 
the World, and minds not how things 
are tranſacted here below : therefore 
there muſt be a judicial Proceſs that 
God may undeceive the World and 
{ct things right. 

- That there ſhall be ſuch a day 
1s ara by the Principles ingrafted 
in a natural conſcience. When Paul 
reaſoned of Judgment to come, Felix 
trembled, Acts 24. 25. The Priſoner at 
bar made the Judge tremble. That a 
Wicked man dying is ſo fſurprized 
with terrors, whence is this but from 
a ſecret apprehenſion of Judgment 
cnluing ? 

It will be a great Aſhizes, never 
p 3 was 
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was the like ſeen. 2 Cor. 5. 10, We 
muſt all appear before the Judgment 
+ Vice, Seat. There 1s no flying, no abſcond- 
veniet dies 1Ng,, NO bribing, no appearing by a 
| yr Proxy, but all muſt make their Per- 
bt pura onal appearance *. They who were 
Corda, above {rial here, and the Law could 
quam aſtu- . 
tx rerb;, Not reach them, muſt appear before 
Bernard, the Tribunal of Heaven. 
Queſt. Who ſhall be Judge ? 
Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt, John 5. 22. As 17. 
-31. He hath appornted a day in which 
he will judoe the world by that man whom 
he hath ordained. In that Chriſt 1s 
called a Man, hence the Socinians blal- 
phemouſly deny the eſſential Deity of 
Chriſt. That he is God, 15 moſt clear- 
ly evinced from I1/a/ah 9.6. Joh. 1.1. 
= - 4 T.- Joh. 6. 20. We are m 
hine that is True, even in his Son Te 
ſs Chriſt, this is the true God. Chriſt 
15 6aczors, Conſubſtantiate with God 
the Father, Heb. 1. 3. But Chriſt the 
Judge is called Man, becauſe he ſhall 
Judge the world in a Viſible Shape. 
He muſt be both God and Man : he 
muſt be God that he may ſce mens 
Hearts : and he muſt be man that he 


himſclt may be ſeen 
What 
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What a ſolemn day will this be, 
when Chriſt ſhall fit upon the Bench 
of Judicature! he will judge ri2hreouſfly, 
P/alm 9. $. Though he himſelf was 
wronged ', he will do no wrong : 
And he will judge Cr:#:caly, Mar. 3. 12. 
IWhoſe f# is in his hand and he will 
throurhly purge his floor. He will fee 
what is Whe at, what 15 Chaff, who 
have his Imaze upon him, and who 
the mark of the be iff, Sure the Fear 
of God will cauſe an holy trembling 
at the thoughts of this day. 

In what ſence ſhould © thoſe that 5 
Fear God, Fear the day of Judgment ? 

Not with a Fear of amazement or de- 
ſpondency, for the day of Judgment will 
be a Jwbile, a bleſſed comfortable day to 
them. The Thruſb {ings at the approach 
of Rain: ſo may Believers at the ap- 
proach of Judgment : Chriſt who 1 
_ Tudve 15 their Advocate. But, 

The Godly ſhould fo tear Judge- 
Who hes every day to renew their Sorrow 
tor Sin. They have fins quotidiani 1n- 
enrſus, that creep upon them daily, 
and they muſt with Peter, weep bit- 
terly ;, they muſt ſteep their Souls in 
the briniſh Tears of Repentance : It 
F 4 W ould 


Queſt. 


Anſw. 
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would be ſad to be found at the laſt 


day in any fin unrepented of. 

2. The Godly ſhould ſo Fear the 
day of Judgment as it makes them 
afraid of Sins of Omiſſion. The not 
dreſſing a wound brings death : the not 
diſcharging duty may bring damnation. 
You may read the ſolemn Proceſs at 
the laſt day, Mat. 25. 42. I was an 
hungred and ye gave me no meat, naked 
and ye cloathed me not, fick and in Pri- 
fon and ye Viſited me not. The charge 


here brought in, is for fins of Onuf- ' 


ſion. Chriſt doth not ſay, Ye took 
away my meat from me, but, Ye gave 
me no meat ; He faith not, Ye put 
me in priſon, but, Ye vilited me not. 
The fins of Onuſſion condemned them. 
Not praying in the family, not ſanatfy- 
ing the Sabbath, not giving Almes, 
will be the fatal Inditement. 

3. The Godly ſhould ſo far Fear 
the day of Judgment, as it makes 
them afraid of difſembling in Religion. 
For at that day falſe hearts will be un- 
masked. Why did Paul walk with ſuch 
integrity? 2 Thef. 2. 10 Te are wit- 
neſſes and God alſo, how holily, and juſt- 
ly, and unblamably we behaved our 
ſelves 
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ſelves among you. What was the cauſe 
of this? ſure a Fear of the Judgment 
day approaching, 2 Cor. 5. 10. For 
we muſt all appear before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, The word in the ori- 
nal 1s ger», We mult be made mani- 
feſt, our hearts muſt be laid open be- 
fore Men and Angels. Such is the 
Witchcratt of Hy pocritie that it 1s 
hard in this life to 19s who is falſe, 
and who is fincere ; but ſhortly there 
will be a full diſcovery. *Iis good 
for Gods people fo to Fear Judgment, 
as it makes them {trive againlt prevart- 
cation and Hypocrilie : tor then the 
Hypocrite will be found our. 

5. The Fear of God makes a man 
Fear Hell. Hell is called the place of , 
Torment, Luke 16. 28. Not only flagt- Ka yg 
tious Sinners, but ſuch as Fear God firmm:i- 
ought to Fear Hell, Luke 12, 4. TI ſay 11m 
unto you my friends, Fear him who hath mus movien- 
power to caſt into Hell *, f75, Bern. 

How far ſhould Gods people Fear Queſt. 
Hell ? 

Not fo as to let go their Hope. A Arfw. 
Mariner fears a Storm, but not ſo as 
to throw away his Anchor. Such as 
Fear God ſhould Fear Hell tour wayes. 
1, They 
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1. They ſhould fear Hell t119uam to 
meritum, as that which they have de- ea 
ſerved. Their fins have merited Hell. th 
Wo to the Holyeſt man alive if God 7G 
ſhould weigh him in the ballance of | 53s 
his Juſtice. b' 


2. They who Fear, God ought ſo 
far to Fear Hell, as it is a means to Ti 
make them ſhake oft Spiritual ſloth. t 
This diſeaſe is apt toſeize upon Gods b 
own people : the W:/e Virgins ' Slum- þ 
Lred, Mat. 25. 5. Now lo far as the p 
fear of Hell 1s an alarum or Woatch- m 
bell to awaken the -Godly out of 1e- c 
curity, and make them run faſter to r 
Heaven, fo far it is a good and bleſſed ] 
Fear. q 

| 
| 
( 


3. The Fear of Hell is fo far Good 
in the Godly, as it makes them afraid 
of being in the number of thole who 
ſhall go to Hell. There are certain 
Perſons 1n danger of Hell. 1. Who 
have all their Heaven in this Life, 
Iſa. 47. 8. Thou that art given to plea- 
ſure, Epicures\wim in ſenſual delights ; 
they had rather diſpleaſe God than 
deny the fleſh: thele jhall take up 
their quarters in Hell ; 1/a. 22. 12, 13. 
ln that day aid the Lord of Hoſts call 
t9 
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to weeping, and behold joy and Gladneſe, 
eatins Fleſh, and drinkins Wine : ſurely 
this mmquity (b ol not be puroed from 
1ou till you dye, ſaith the Lord, That 
is, this Sin ſhall not be done away 
by any Sacrifice. 

They are in danger to be caſt 
how Hell who live in the Sin of Adul- 
tery + ; they who burn in luſt ſhall 
burn in Hell: 2 Per. 2. 9. The Lord. 
knows how FO refires the uni: ſt to be 
puniſhed ; wane It, but chiefly them that 
walk after the fl: |, in the luft of un- 
cleanneſs. See the corruption of mans 
nature! If God had made all common, 
he would have ſought an encloſure ; 
and now God hath made an &rclsſnre; 
he endeavours to lay all common. In- 
ſtead of drinking Water out of his 
own Ciſttrn, he loves ſtolen Waters *: 


© . © 5 l 
The ſame Latine word preſepe lignihes 


a Stable, and a Whore-houſe : both are 
for Beaſts. 

3. They are like to go to Hell, who 
by giving bad Example caule others 
to Sin. Bad example like the Plague 
is catching. Great men are Gla iles 
which the common people dreſs them- 
ſelves by +. Such as give bad exam*- 
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ple have not only their own fins, but 
the ſins of others to anſwer for : and 
that doubtleſs was the reaſon why 
Drves intreated Abraham that one might 
go from the Dead to Preach to his Bre- 
thren, Luk. 16. 27. Not that Dives had 
love to their Souls, but it was becauſe 
while he was alive he had occaſioned 
his Brethrens ſins by his Wicked ex- 
ample, and he knew that their com- 
ing to Hell would encreaſe his Tor- 
ment. 
4. They are like to go to Hell who 
live and dye in the contempt of Gods 
Word. Miniſters have preached till 
the bellows are burnt, their Vitals walt- 
ed, but. men ſtop their Ears and har- 
*nym:t den their Hearts *, Rach. 7. 12. They 
go ee) make their Heart as an Adamant. Ha rd- 
neſs of Heart lies in the inſen(1bleneſs 
- —— of the Conlciencc T, and the inflexi- 
ol J9n.46 bleneſs of the Will *. Obdurate Sin- 
15) 1, '© ners ſhake out the Arrow of Con- 
| viction, Scorn Reproot, When the 
Prophet cried to the Altar of Stone it 
rent, 1 Xznz2.13. 2. But Sinners Hearts 


rend not ; theſe are like to have the. 


Wrath of God flame about their Ears, 
2 Theſ. 1. 8. The Lord Jeſus ſhall be 


reveal- 
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revealed from Heaven in flaming fire, 
taking Vengeance on them who obey not 
the Goſpel. 

5. They ſhall go to Hell, who fall 
away Finally, Mat. 13. 6. Becauſe they 
had no root they withered. Flowers in 
a Waterpot will keep Green and freſh 
a while, but having no root wither. 
Demas and Julian made a fair ſhow 
a while, but ended as the Silkworm, 
which after all her Curious Spinning, 
at laſt becomes a Common fly. Heb. 
10. 26, If we ſin wilfully after we have 
received the knowledoe of the truth, 
there remains no more Sacrifice for ſin. 
Thus we ſce who are like to be thrown 
into Hell: Now it is good for the 
Godly ſo to Fear Hell, as to fear to 
be in the number of thoſe who ſhall 
go to Hell. 

4. The Fear of Hell is ſo far good 
in the Godly, as it is a Fear mixed 
with Rejoycing, P/alm 2. 11. Repoyce 
with trembling, A Believers Fear of 
Hell muſt be like the Fear of the 
two Maries going from the Sepulcher, 
Mat. 28. 8. 1 hey departed from the Sepul- 
cher with Fear and preat Joy : Fear, be- 
caule they had ſcen an Angel; and 


Joy, 
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Joy, becauſe Chriſt was riſen. So 
muſt the Godly look on Hell, with 
Fear and Joy ; Fear, becauſe of the Fire; 
Joy, becauſe Chriſt hath freed them 
from it. A man that ſtands upon an 
high rock, Fears when he looks down 
into the Sca, yet Rejoyceth that he is 
not there ftrugling with the Waves : 
So a Child of God when he looks 
down into Hell by Contemplation may 
fear becauſe of the dreadfulneſs of the 
Torment ; yet this Fear thould be min- 
gled with Joy, to think he ſhall never 
come there. Jeſus hath delivered him 


+ 1 Ttheſ, from Wrath to come *. 
r, 
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6. The Fear of God will make a 
man Fear Heaven. You may lay, that 
is ſtrange, rather Hope for Heaven ; 
nay, a Regenerate perſon is to Fear 
Heaven leſt he fall ſhort of it. Hebr. 
4. 1. Let ns Tear leſt a promiſe being 


left us of entrins into his veſt, any of 


you ſhould ſeem to come fhort of it *, 
'Tis a Metaphor taken from Racers, 
who Growing weary aud lagging be- 
hind come {hort of the prize. Who 
had more hope of Heaven than St. 
Paul? yet he was not withgut his 
Fears, 1 Cor. 9. 27. 1 keep under my 
Bay 
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Body, leſt when I have preached to others 
1 my ſelf ſhould be a Caft-away. And 
well may he who ſhall go to Heaven 
Fear leaſt he miſs of it, if you conl(t- 
der, 

1 It is Poſſible for many who make 
a Splendid Profeſſion to lofe Heaven. 
What think you of the Fooliſh Virgins ? 
They are called Virgins becauſe they 
were :not tainted with any grols Sin ; 
yet thele Virgin-Profeſlors were ſhut 
out, Mat. 25. 10. Balaam a Prophet, 
Fudas an Apolitle, both caſhiered. We 
have ſeen ſome Ships have had glo- 
rious names given them, the Good-ſpeed, 
the Hope, the Safe-ewnard, yet caſt 
away at Sea. 

2. It is poflible to come near to 
Heaven, yet fall ſhort of it, Mark 12. 
34- Thou art not far from the Rynz- 
dom of God; yet he was not near 
enough. Men may countenance the 
Miniitry of the Word, have their At- 
tections moved at an Ordinance, and 
18 outward ſhow out-go the Children 


of God *; yet not having the Oyl of * Num. 


Sixcerity in their Vellels, they may 
be fruſtrated of happineſs : And how 
c{inal is that, to lole God, to loſe 
their 
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their Souls, to loſe their Hopes ! The 
Millions of Fears ſhed in Hell are not 
ſufficient to bewail the loſs of Hea- 
ven. Well may ſuch as have Heaven 
in them Fear their coming {hort of it. 
Thus much for the Ule of Trial. 

How ſhall we arrive at this Bleſſed 
Fear ? 

1. Let us ſet God ever in our eye, 
ſtudy his Immenlity. He is Ty 58 God 
Almighty, Gen. 17. 1. He gives laws 
to the Angels, binds the Conſciences 
of men, cuts off the Spirit of Princes, 
Plalm 76. 12. The Thoughts of Gods 
incomprehenlible Greatneſs would ſtrike 
an Holy awe into our Hearts. Elyah 
wrap'd his face in a Mantle when 
Gods Glory paſſed by. The realon men 
Fear not God, is becauſe they entertain 
flight thoughts of him. Pſalm 4o. 21. 
Thou thoughteft I was ſuch an one as thy 
ſelf 

2, Let us pray tor this Fear of 
God, which is the Root of all Holi- 
neſs, and the Mother of all Wiſdom. 
Pſalm 86. 11. Unite my Heart to Fear 
thy Name ; the Lord hath Promiſed to 
put his Fear in our Heart, Jer. 32. 
40. Let us pray over this Promile : 
while 


he 
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while ſome pray for Riches, and others 
for Children, let us pray for an Heart 
to Fear God. 

To conclude this, you who have 
this Fear planted in your Souls, bleſs 
God for it, Pſalm 135. 20. Te that 
Fear the Lord blefi the Lord. God hath 
done more for you than it he had' 
made you Kings and Queens, and cau- 
led. you to ride upon the High places of 
the . Earth. He hath enriched you 
with that Jewel which he beſtows 
only upon the Elect. 

O ſtand upon Mount Ger:2/m blel- 
ſing. The Fear of God is an Immortals 
Secd ſpringing up into Glory, P/al/m 
92. 23. Je that fear the Lord praiſe 
him. Begin the Work of Heaven now, 
be Spiritual Quiriſters : ſound forth 
Holy Doxologies and Triumphs ; ſay 
as David, Plalm 7I. 8. Let my Mouth 
be filled with thy Praiſe, aud with thy 
Honour all the day. God hath but 
little praiſe in the world : Who ſhould 
pay him this Quit-rent if not they 
that fear him ? X 
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CHAP. Y. 
Shewmg the firſt Charafter in ſpecial 


5 


of the Godly, namely, Speaking of 


God. 


racter of the Godly iz Gere- 
ral, I 4p next to their Special 


2. © 4: done with the Cha- 


r. Special Characters. 1+ They ſpake often one to 
Character-® other. When the Wicked ſaid, It is 
Jain to ſerve God, then they that 


feared the Lord ſpate often one to ano- 
ther. The meaning of this word, the 
ſþake often, 1s, they did diſcourſe Reli- 
gioully together, their Tongues were 
Divincly tuned by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Chriſtians when they meet toge- 
ther ſhould ule holy Conference. This 
is not only an advice, but a charge, 
Deu. 6. 6. Theſe words ſhall be in thy 
Heart, and thou ſhalt talk of them when 
thou ſutteſt in thy Houſe, and when thou 
walkeſt by the way, and when thou teſt 
down, and when thou riſeſt up. In- 
deed 
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deed where there is Gratia infuſa, it 
will be efuſa; Grace changeth the 
Language, and makes it Spiritual. 
When the Holy Ghoſt came upon 
the Apoltles, they ſpake with other 
Tomanes, Act. 2.4. Grace makes Chri- 
ſtians ſpeak with Other Tongues. 
A good Chriſtian hath not only the 
Law of God in his Heart, Plalne 37. 
31. but in his Tozone, verl. 30. The 
body is the Temple of God, 1 Cor. 6. 
19. The Tongue 1s the Organ in this 
Temple, which ſounds in Holy dif- 
courle, Prov. 10. 20. The tonoaue of 
the Tut is as Choice Silver, He drops 
Silver ſentences, enriching others with 
Knowledge, Mat. 12. 35. 4 Good man 
out of the Good treaſure of his Heart 
bringeth forth good things. Tn his heart 
is a Treaſure of Goodneſs, and. this is 
not like a bag of Mony Sealed but he 
brings ſomething out of the Treaſure 
within to-the enriching of others. Grace 
is of the'Nature of fire, which will 
not be pent up : like new Wine it will 


within conitrains to holy Conterence, 
Job 32. 18. The Spartt within me £con- 
ir aineth me. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Containing the Applicatory part. 


T ſhews the Genius and temper 

of true Saints, they ſpeak often one 
to another ; their Lips drop as an Ho- 
ny-comb. A man is known what coun- 
try he belongs to by his Language. 
He who belongs to the Jeruſalem above 
{ſpeaks the Language of Canaan, none 


mouth 1s 2 well-ſpring of Wiſdom, Prov, 
18. 4. 

Here I may draw up a bill of In- 
dictment againſt five ſorts of Perſons. 
1. Such as are ſilent in matters of Reli- 

ton. They would be counted Good, but 
be mult have good eyes that can fee it, 
I know not whether it be Ignorance 
or Baſhfulneſs that makes good dil- 
courſe waved. Many are ſo mute 
in Religion as if their Tongues did 
cleave. tothe roof of their Month : had 
they any love to God, or had they 
ever taſted how ſweet the Lord ts, 
their 
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their mouth would zalk of his Righte- 
ouſneſfs, Plalm 71. 24. Friends, what 
ſhould we mind but Salvation ? what 
are the things of this world ? they are 
neither Extia*, nor Manentia*. Do 
not we ſee men heap up Riches, and 
on a ſudden, death as Gods Serjeant 
Arreſts them? What ſhould we talk 
of but the things Pertaininz to the 
Kingdom of God? Let this cauſe bluſh- 
ing among Chriſtians, that their meet- 
ings are ſo unprofitable, they leave 
God out of their diſcourſe. Why is 
there no good conference ? Have you 
ſo much Knowledge that you need 
not have it encrealed ? Have you ſo 
much Faith that you need not have 
it Strengthened ? Silence in Religion 
is a loud fin. We read of one who 
was poſleſſed with a Dumb Dewi), 
Mark 9. 12. How many are Spirgtu- 
ally poſſeſſed with a Dumb Devil ! 

It is a rebuke to ſuch as when 
they meet together, inſtead of ſpeaking 
of Heaven, they have idle tr6thy dil- 
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courſe *, They do azwiy but no yew, Ovid, 


as Plutarch ſaid of Alcibiades. Their 
Lips do not drop as an Honey-comb, 
but run as a Spout ; their ſpeaking is 


G } Juſt 
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Prattical Notes upon 


Juſt like a Childs ſcribling, P/alm 12. 
2. They ſpeak Vanity every one with his 
Neighbour. It Chrilt ſhould ask ſome 
as he did the two Diſciples going to 
Emanus, Luk. 24. 17. What manner 
of Communications hav vou as you 
walk, they could not lay as they did, 
concerning Jeſus of Nazareth ; no, per- 
haps about Toyes, or new Faſhions. 
It Idle words muſt be accounted for, 
Mat 12. 36. Lord, what an account 
will ſome have to give ! 

It reproves the Avaritious Perſon, 
who inſtead of ſpeaking of Heaven, 
talks of nothing but the World: the 
Farmer ſpeaks of his Plough and Yoak 
of Oxen, the Tradeſman of-his Wares 
and Drugs ; but not a word of God. 
John 3. I. He that is of the Earth 
ſpeaketh of the Earth. Many are like 
the Fiſh in the Goſpel that had Morey 
in it's Mouth, Mat. 12,.27. They talk 
only of Secular things, as it they 
Imagined to fetch happineſs out of 
that Earth which God hath Curſed. 
Seneca being asked of what Countrey 
he was, anſwered he was »:9wmairns 
a Citizen of this World: we may 
know many. to be Citizens of this 
World, 
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World, their ſpeech bewrayerh them.— 
O curve in terras anime, et celtitinm 
{Bantes. 

4. It reproves them who do indeed 
- nan often to one another but in a bad 
ence. 1. They ſpeak one to another 
in þaity words. Their words ſhould 
be like the Waters of Shiloah that go 
ſoftly, but too often they are fierce 


and hoy, =o Water when it 1S*Mzgnqe 
oils over ; when the Heart 747" fi 


hot ſoon 
is heated with anger it ſoon boils over 
in furious ſpeeches, Jam. 3. 6. Paſh- 
on tranſports. Many curſe in their an- 
ger. The Tongue 15 made 1n the fa- 
{hion of a Sword, and it cuts like a 
Sword: Angry words often prejudice 
him that utters them : Rehoboam with 
one. churliſh word loſt ten tribes. A 
fhery Spirit is unſuitable to the Maſter 
we ſerve, the Prince of Peace; and to 
his Ambaſſaze , the Goſpel of Peace. 
Such whoſe tongues are ſet on fire, 
let them take heed they do not one 
day in Hell delire a drop of Water to 
Cool their Tongue. | 
2. They ſpeak one to another in 
a bad ſence who Murmure and com- 
plain one to another ; they do not com- 
G 4 plain 


Praftical Notes upon 


plain of' their S's, but their Wants. 
Murmuring proceeds from unbelief, 
Pſalm 106. 24. They believed not his 
word but murmured. When men diſtruſt 
Gods Promiſes, they murmur at his 
Providences : this is a Sin God can 
hardly bear, Numb. 14. 27. Flow tons 
ſhall I bear with this People that murmur 
avainſt me? Iſraels ſpeeches were Ve- 
nomous, and God puniithed them with 
Venomous Serpents, 1 Cor. 10. 10. 

3. They ſpeak one to another in a 
bad ſence, who vent ' themſelves in 
hlthy ſcurrilous Language. The Heart 
is a Veſſel full of Wickedneſs, and 
the Tongue ſets it a-broach. When the 
Face breaks out in Sores and Pim- 
ples, it ſhews the Blood 1s corrupt : 
when men break forth in uaſavoury 
{peeches it ſhews the Heart is Pro- 
fane. ES J* $5: Ewil communication 
corrubteth good manners, We read that 
the Lips of the Leper were to be co- 
vered, Levwir. 13. 45. It were happy 
if we had ſuch Magiſtrates as would 
by their Authority cover the unclean 
Lips of theſe Lepers. | 

4. They ſpeak one to , another in 
a bad ſence, who-inſtcad of —_— 

their 
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their words with Grace, mix them 
with Oaths. Swearers rend and tear 
Gods Name, and like mad Dogs fly 
in the face of Heaven, Jer. 23. 10. 
Becauſe of ſwearins the Land mourns. 
Some think it the Grace of ſpeech to 
interlard every ſentence with an 
Oath ; as if they would go to Hell 
Genteelly. But faith one, it is my 
Cuſtom to Swear. Is this an excuſe or 
an aggravation of the ſin? It a Male- 
factor ſhould be arraigned for Robbe- 
ry, and he ſhould ſay to 'the Judge 
- ih me for it is my cuſtom to rob 
on the High way, the Judge would 
ſay, thou ſhalt the rather dye. For 
every Oath that a man Swears, God 
puts a drop of Wrath into his Vi- 
al. 

5. It- reproves them who inſtead 
of ſpeaking in an holy manner one 
to another, ſpeak one of another ; 
i. In cenſuring, lome make 1t a part 
of their Religion to Deſcant and Cri- 
ticize upon others. They do not imitate 
their graces but reflect upon their 
failings. God grant profeſſors may wall 
their hands of this. Were peoples hearts 
more humble, their Tongues would 
be 
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be more charitable. *Tis the ſign, of 
an Hypocrite to cenſure others and 
commend himlſelt. 

2. They ſpeak one of another # 
flanderins : Plalm 50. 20. Thou fitteſt 
and ſlandereſi thy own Mothers ſon. 
Slandering is when we ſpeak to the 
prejudice of another, and ſpeak that 
which is not true. Worth 15 blaſted 
by ſlander. Holineſs it ſelf is no 
ſhield from this ſin. The Lambs Inno- 
cency will not preſerve it from the 
Wolf Job «calls ſlandering the ſcourge 
o the Tongue, Job 5. 21. You may 
mite a man and never touch him. 

Wn A ſlanderer wounds anothers fame, and 
My i, no Phyſitian can heal theſe wounds*, 
Vulnera The Eye and the Name are two ten- 
quan glt- der things. God takes it ill at our 
'S hands to calumniate others, eſpecially 

to aſperſe thole who help ro keep up 

the credit of Religion. Num. 12. 8. 

Were not ye afraid to ſpeak againſt my 
Servant Moſes ? what my Servant, who 

hath wrought ſo many Miracles, 

whom I have ſpoken with in the 
Mount Face to Face, were not ye a- 

fraid to ſpeak againſt him ? The Greek 


"ogg word f/landerer ſignifies Devil, This 
IS 
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is the Devils proper Sin, he is rhe 
accuſer of the Brethren, Rev. 12. 10. 
He doth not commit Adultery , but 
he bears falſe Witneſs. The landerer 
may be indicted for Clipping, he clips 
his Neighbours credit to make it 
weigh lighter. This our nature is prone 
to; but. remember, it is as well a fin 
in Gods account, to break the Ninth 
Commandment, as the Ezzhth. 

Put this Great duty in Practice, 


They ſpake often one to another. Hie- 
rom thinks they did {peak ſomething 
in defence of the Providence of God, 
they vindicated God in his dealings, 
and exhorted one another not to be 
diſftouraged at the Virulent ſpeeches 
of the Wicked, but ſtill hold on a 
courſe of Piety. Thus ( Chriſtians ) 
when you meet, give one anothers 
Souls a viſit, drop your Knowledge, 
impart your experiences each to other, 
Pſalm 66. 16. Sampſon having found 
Hony did not only cat of it himlelf, 
but carried it to his Father and Mother, 
Judg. 14. 9. Have you Taſted the 
Hony of the word ? let others have a 
Taſt with you. He who hath bin 1n 
a 
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a Perfumers ſhop doth not only him- 
ſelf partake of thoſe ſweet ſmells, but 
{ome of the perfume ſticks to his cloaths, 
ſo that thoſe who come near him 
partake of thoſe perfumes : ſo having 
our ſelves perceived the ſweet Savour 
of Chriſts Oyntments, - we ſhould let 
others partake with us, and by our 
Heavenly diſcourſe, dittuſe the perfume 
of Religion to them, Col. 4.6. Let your 
words be ſeaſoned with Salt : let Grace 
be the ſalt which ſeaſons your Words 
and makes rhem Savoury. Chriſtians 
ſhould take all occaſions. of Good dil- 
courſe when rhey walk rogether, and 
{it at Table rogether. This makes their 
eating and drinking be r» the Glory 
of God, 1 Cor. 10. 31. What makes 
it a Communion of Saints but Good 
conference ? 

But ſome may ſay they are barren 
of matter, and know not what to 
ſpeak of ? 

No, have you walked ſo often 
through the field of Scripture, yet ga- 
thered no ears of Corn? have not you 
matter enough in the Word to fur- 
niſh you with diſcourſe ? Let me ſug- 
gelt a few things to you. When you 
meet 
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meet ſpeak one, to another of the 
Promiſes. No Haſty ſo ſweet , as that 
which drops ftr@a Promiſe. The 
promiſes are the WWport of Faith, the 
tprings of joy, theWints Royal Char- 
ter. Are you Citizens of Heaven, and 
not ſpeak of your Charter ? Speak of 
the preciouſnels of Chriſt : he 1s Beau- 
ty and Love; he hath laid down his 
blood as the ure» or price of your 
Redemption. Have you a friend that 
hath redeemed you; and never ſpeak 
of him? Speak one to another of Sin, 
what a deadly Evil it is, how it hath 
infeted your Virgin-nature, and turn. 
ed it into a leſſer Hell. Speak of 
the Beauty of Holineſs, which is the 
Souls Embroidery, filling it with ſuch 
Oriental ſplendor as makes God and 
Angels fall in love with it. The Graces 
are (as Damaſcey faith) the Sacred 
Charatters and Impreſſions of the Di- 


vine nature*. Speak one to another ' 


CL TIS 


of your Souls : enquire whether they 
are in health. Speak about Death and 
Eternity : can you belong to Heaven 
and not ſpeak of your Country ? 
Speak one to another of the T ies, 
wherein God is the Greatelt ſufferer : 
ict 
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let your hearts bleed for his diſho- 
nours. Thus you ſee here is matter 
enough for Holy conference. 

Why then do you not ſet good dil- 
courſe on Foot ? I perſwade my {elf 
one main reaſon of the decay of the 
Power of Godlineſs is want of Chrifti- 
an conference : people when they meet 
talk of Impertinencies, but God and 
Heaven are left out of their diſcourſe. 
That I may perſwade you in your 
converſes to = in a word about 
your Souls, let me offer gheſe few 
things to your conſideration. 

1. It was the practice of the Saints 
of old. Elijah, and Eliſha went on talk- 
ing good diſcourſe till the Chariot of 
Heaven came to part them, 2 Kzz. 2. 
11. Davids Tongue was Tuned to 
the Lanznage of Canaan, Plalm 71. 24. 
My Tonone ſhall talk of thy Righteouſneſs. 
The Primityve Chriſtians into what- 
ever company they came, were ſpeak- 
ing of a Glorious Kingdom they ex- 
pected, infomuch that ſome _ 
they were ambitious of worldly ho- 
nour ; which made ſein Martyr Apo- 
logize for them, that the Kingdom 
they looked for was not of this 
World, 
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J- World, but a Kingdom with Chriſt in 
I Heaven. FJerom laith of ſome of the 

Roman Ladies, They did ſpend much 
: of their time in communing together, 
If and they would not let him alone, 


ie | for asking him Queſtions about their 
$ Souls, 


>t 2. We are bid to Redeemthe Time, 
d Eph. 5. 16. The Poets painted time 
A with Wings, becauſe it flies ſo falt— 
Ir Volat ambiguis mobilis alis horx—Time 
It loſt had need be redeemed ; and is tfere 
W any. better way to redeem time, than 


to improve it in trading for Heaven, 
ts ® and ſpeakingof God and our Souls ? 
= | 3. Jelus Chriſt hath ſet us a Pattern : 
of his words were perfumed with Ho- 
2. ; lineſs, Luke 4. 22. All bare himwitneſs, 
Oo | and Wonared at the Gracious words which 
4 proceeded out of his Mouth. Chriſt had 
[1 Urace poured into his Lips, Plalm 45. 2. 
l In all companies he ſet good diſcourſe 


*F on foot. When he fate on Jacobs Well 
(- he falls into an Heavenly diſcourſe 
It with the Woman of Samaria about 
J- the Water of Life, Joh» 4. 14. And 
J- ſo when Lev made him a Feaſt, 
N Luke y——He feaſts him again with 
is Heavenly diſcourſe. And no ſooner 
1, was 
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was Chriſt riſen from the Grave, fo 

but he was ſpeaking of the things per- | m 

taining t9 the Kingdom of God, Ats } kr 

I. 3. The more Spiritual we arein our | j; 

ſpeeches, the more we reſemble Chrilt : R 

ould not the Members be like the | 

Head ? Chriſt will not be our Saviour, ' of 

unleſs we make him our Pattern. 4 

4. Good diſcourſe would prevent On 

ſinful difcourſe. Much fin paſſeth in 

ordinary talk, as Gravel and Mud | 

pals along with the Water. How | ;£ 

many are Guilty of Tongue-ſins ! Good | A; 

diſcourſe would prevent evil, as la- | {in 

bour prevents idlenels. By inuring our ' the 

Tongues to the Heavent Dialett, the his 

Devil would not have ſo much Pow- hu; 

er OVer Us, the 

5. We may gueſs at mens Hearts Jy ; 

*Yrh4 Gr BY their common diſcourſe. Words are the 

ſcum the Looking-glaſs of the Mind *. As _.,, 

mentis. you may =_ of a Face by the glals «gy 
ernard. | , 

whether it be fair or foul; So by 

the words we may Judge of the Heart. wy] 

A laſcivious Tongue ſhews a luſtful 411; 

heart, an earthly Tongue a covetous the 


heart; a Gracious Tongue, a Gracious vey! 

Heart. The Ephraimites were known had 

by their Pronunciation, ſaying Sibboleth -4b 
for 
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for Shibol:th, Judg. 12. 6. So by the 


manner of our {ſpeech we may be 
known who we belong to. The Tongue 
1s the Index of the Heart. It you broach 

: Veſſel that which is within will 
come out ; by that which comes out 
of the Motth, you may Guels what 
is within in the Heart, Luke 6 45. 
Out of the abundance of the Heart the 
mouth // Der ket h. 

6. Good dilcourſe is beneticial, Job 
6. 2 3+ How forcible are” riohts WF | 
A word ſpoken in ſealon may —— 
fuch a powertul imprethon upon ano- 
thers Heart as may do him Good all 
his Life. One ſingle coal is apt» to dye, 
but many coals put together keep m 
the heat. Chriltians by their Heaven 
ly talk do rz7o-2ir, blow up one anov- 
theaes Grace into a flame. Monica 
Auſtins Mother, hearing others dif 
courſe of Heaven, was greatly aitected 
and crycd out, What do I do here ? 
Why 1s my. Soul held any longer with 
this Eart! Hen fetter of my Fleth : ? When 
the Daughters of Teruſah, 142 had con- 
verſed a "U hile with tbe Spoule, and 
had hcard ber deſcribe Chriltz admi- 
rable beauty, their Aﬀections began 
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to be enflamed, and they would ſeek 


him with her, Cazz. 6.1. Whither is thy F- 
beloved gone O thou faireſt among wo- C 
men, that we may ſeek him with thee ? I 
A Chriſtian by divine diſcourſe may Ol 
enlighten another when he is ignorant, rl 
warm him when he is Frozen, com- bt 
fort him when he is ſad, confirm him of 
when he is wavering. Latimer was G 

much {trengthened by diſcourſe with 
* 47 ang Mr Bly 1a Prifon, and hearing his to 
Moi, Confefhon of Faith *. A good life vw 
| adorns Religion, a good Tongue Propa- Tl 


gatesit. When the Apoſtle would have | of 
us edihe one another, what better « an 
way could he preſcribe than this, to «c0- 
have ſuch Holy ſpeeches proceed out — x: 
of ' our Mouths as might Miniſter du 
Grace unto the hearers? Eph. 4. 29. ne; 
7. We mult be accountable to +» God ny 
for our ſpeeches. Words are judged mc 
light, but theyweigh heavy in Gods | 
Balance ; by .our words we ſhall be | got 
either ſaved or damned, Mat. 12. | no 
37. For by thy words thou ſhalt be juſti- ou 


fied, and by thy words thou ſhalt be con- ing 
demmed. It our words have been ſea- out 
ſoned with Grace, then the acquitting Ve 
lentcnce 15 like to go on our fide. Oz 


$. Good 
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ek 8. Good diſcourſe is a Chriſtians 
thy Honour. The Tongue * is called our 
Wo- Glory, Plalm 30. 12. Becauſe it is the 
ee ? Inſtrument of Glorifying God. When 
"ay our Tongues are out of rune in murmu- 
nt, ring, then they are not our Glory ; 
"mM - but when thele Organs ſound in Holy 
um dilcourſe, then our Tongues are ' our 
WAS Glory. 

1th 9. Good diſcourſe will be a means 
his to bring Chrilt into our company. 

life While the two Diſciples were confer- 

0Þa- 110g about the death and Sufferings 


ave | of Chriſt, Jelus Chriltt himſelf came 
tter 4 among them, Luke 24. 15. White they 
to COMMUN! 4 together, Teſs himſelf” drew 
out pear, and went with them, When bad 
iſter diſcourſe is ſet on Foot, Satan draws 
near, and makes one of the Compa- 
God ny ; but when Good diſcourſe is pro- 
ged moted, Jeſvs Chrilt draws near. 


ods Let all that hath bin ſaid excite 
be | good conference : certainly, there is 
12, NO better way than zhis ro encrexſe 
uſt t- our Stock of Grace, Others by m—_ 
con- ing Gro'v Poor ; buttlhie more we ſpend 
ſea- our ſelves in Holy diſcourſe, the richer 


ting we Grow 1n Grace, as the Widovs 
Ozl by Pouring out encreafed, 
z00d H CHAP 
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Aa. 


CHAP. VII. 
Means conducing to Holy Conference. 


F it be asked how may Good con- 

ference be arrived at? 1. If you 
would be diſcurlive in Religion, get 
your minds well turniſhed with know- 
ledge. Hereby, you will have a Trea- 
lure to fetch from, Job 38. 18. I am 
(ſaith Elihu ) full of matter. Some are 
backward to ſpeak of Good for want 
of matter: the empty Veſlel cannot 
run. If you would have your Tongues 
run fluently in Religion, they mult 
be fed with a ſpring of knowledge, 
Col. 3. 16. Let the Word of Chriſt 
dwell in you richly. In one of the Mi- 
racles that Chriſt wrought, he hrlt 
cauled the Watgr-pots to be filled with 
Water, and then faith he, Draw ont 
now, John 2. $. Sv we mult firit 
heave our Heads tiilled with Know- 
ledge, and then we ſhall be able to 
draw out to others in Good dil- 
courlc 


2, It 
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2. It you would diſcourſe readily 
in the things of God, make Religion your 
delight. What men delight i in, they wall 
be ſpeaking of : the ſenſualiſt {peaks 
of his ſports ; the worldling of his rich 
purchaſe. Delight makes the Tongue 
as the Pex of a ready writer. The Spoule 


Ib being, delighted and inamoured with 
_ Chritts beauty, could net conceal her 
_ ſelf; ſhe makes an elegant and Pa- 
w thetical Oration in ”- commendation. 
a” of Chriſt, Cazt. 5. 10. My Beloved 7s 
_ white and ruddy, the chiſel among ten 
_ thouſand. 
ne y 2. Pray that God will both Gitc 
ot and Grace you for Chriſtian confe- 
os rence, P/alm 51. 15. Lord open thou 
ut -y Lips. Satan hath lock'd up mens 
50) Lips, pray that God will open them. 
uſt Perhaps you pray that you may Be- 
11- lieve 1n Ghrif but do you pray that 
rit you may Confels him, and not be 
th aſhamed to ſpeak of him be tore others ! 
PoE P/{alin 119. 46. / {peak of thy 
rt 1 eft im TITS before Kaes" ant 98 be 
Wy aſhamed. To end this, let me briefly 
_ inſert two Cautions. 
= 1. Not bur that it is lawful to, @ 
. | confer of worldly Negotiations ſfome- 
Ii H 3 times; 


Second 
Caution. 


2 Special 
Character. 
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times ; Traftick requires conference : 
But with this proviſo, that we ſhould 
ſhew more DeleCtation and Earneſtneſs 
in ſpeaking of Spiritual things, than 
Earthly; Remembring the Soul is far 
more Valuable than the World. 

. When perſons ſpeak of Religion 
bs: it not be for any Siniſter Unwor- 
thy end, not for Offextation, but Ea;- 
fication ; and then having your aim right, 


ſpeak of the things of "God with Life 


and Aﬀection, that others may per- 
ceive you feel thoſe Truths which you 
ſpeak. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Ohewing the Second Character in ſpe- 
cial of the Godly, namely, think ove 
of God, 


2. He Second Character of the 
Godly in ſpecial | is, they thouoht 
upon Gods name ; thele Saints when they 


were together did [peak of God, when 


they were alone they did think of 
God; 


HIT 
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God; That Thouoht upon his Pa”, 
What is meant 'by Gods name ? 


x1. By the Name of God is meant 4,7 


his Eſſexce ; Gods Name is put for 
God himſelf. 

2, By the Name of God is meant 
his Glorious Attributes, which are the 
ſeveral Letters of his Name. 

3. By the Name of God is meant 
his Worſhip and ek where 
his Name 1s called upon, Jer. 7. 12. 
Go ye unto my Place which was in Shi- 
loh where I ſet my Name at firſt : That 
1s, where I firſt fet up my Publick 
w orl1p. 

Now this Name of God, the Saints 
in the Text did contemplate, they 
Thouoht Dor his Nazi. Thoughrs 
are the fir{t-born of the Soul, the 
conceptions of the mind, the immedi- 
ate Fruit and Iflue of a rational be- 
ing. Thoughts are the [2:7es of things 
in the Fancy *. Theſe devour Souls In. 
the Text were chictly bulying their 
Thoughts about God 2nd Heaven. 
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It 1s the inleparal Hlc (19n of a God. Dott. 


ly man to = loy his chick Thoughts 
about God, Prov. 12. 5. The Th wohts 
of tt R:iohicons are R1obt. That 15 
H 4 they 
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they are ſet upon the Right Object. 
'Tis natural to Think. Thoughts fly 
out of the Mind, as Sparks out of a 
Furnace. The Hebrew word. for a 
Thought, [1gnihes the Boughs of a Tree* 
Becauſe Thoughts ſhoot out from our 
Minds, as branches do from a Tree, 
Tis I ay natural to Think, but it 1s 
not natural to Think of God, this 1s 
proper to a Sazzt : his Thoughts are 
Sublime and Seraphical, they fly to 
Heaven. The Mind is a Mint-houle 
where Thoughts are Mintcd. David 
minted Golden Cogitations, Pſalm 
139. 18. 1 am ſtill with thee, That 1s 
(as Icarned Amaſworth expounds it) 
by Divine Contemplation. Thoughts 
are Travellers in the Soul. David; 
Thoughts kept Heaven-road, P/aln 
TY. 29. I am continually with thee. As 
the Mariners needle turns to the North- 
pole: ſo a Saints Thoughts are ſtill 
pointing towards God. 

Mhence is it that the Saints thouohts 
monnt np to God 2 : 

There will be this Thinking on God, 

From thoſe 1ntrinſecal Perfettions 
which arc 1in him. The lovelineſs of 
rhe Object attracts the thoughts : God 
1s 
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is the ſupream Good. There is nothing , Quid us 
fly but God worth thinking on*. P/a/.11 9. trz queit 
a 57. Thou art my Portion, O Lord. Will © onnia 


a not a mans thoughts run upon his x 
WF Portion ? A gracious Soul hath found Proper. 
ur Pleaſure in thinking on God, P/al. 63. 
be, 5,6. He hath had thoſe Transfigura- 

15 tions on the Mount, thoſe Illapſes of 
is the Spirit , thoſe Incomes of Gods . 
re Love, thoſe przlibations and foretaſtes 
to of glory, that he cannot keep his 
ie thoughts oft from God: To hinder 
id him trom thinking on God, is to bar 
/m him of all his Pleaſure. 
is } 2. There will be thinking on God 
} from the powerful Operations of the 
ts Holy Ghoſt. We cannot of our ſelves 
a, think a good thought, 2 Cor. 3. 5. but 
02 the Spirit elevates and fixcth the heart 
\s on God. Ezek. 3. 14. The Spirit lifted 
[1- 2 up, When you fee the Iron move 
ill upward, there hath heen ſome Load- 

ſtone drawing it : ſo when the thoughts 
ts move upwards towards God, the Spi- 


rit hath, as a divine Load-ſtone, drawn 
them. 
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CHAP. IX. the 


Contaming a ſharp Redargution. 


1 Uſe. UT of the quiver of this Text gf 
Reproof. I may draw ſeveral Arrows of Tg 
x Branch. Reproof. 1. It reproves ſuch as do the 

not think upon Gods Name. It is the gf 

'  Brand-mark of a Reproþate, God i not | ;h; 
Hons. ved in all his thouzhts, Plalm 10. 4. * He To 
Tttur, itz endeavours to expunge and blot God  +h; 


ſe grit 4: our of his mind: though he draws his  p/ 


_ %. Breath from God, yet he doth not 1 
riana, think of him: his thoughts ſhoot in- no 


to the Earth, Phzlip. 3. 19, Had not no! 
ſinners by their fall loſt their Head- mz 
piece, they would reaſon thus with In 


themſelves : Sure God is belt worth cal 
thinking on ; 15 there any exccllency ui 
the World ? then what is there in God 
that made it ? He gives the Star its <C; 
beauty, the Flower its fragrancy, Food $8 th, 
its ſuavity ; and if there be ſuch deli- =», 
* 2:0d effi- Ciouſneſs in the Creature, what is in ;5, 
_ id God ? He mult needs be better than 
7a, all*. O my Soul, ſhallI admire the Ge 
Drep 
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Drop and not the Ocean ? Shall IT think 
of the Workmanſhip, and not of him 
that made it ? This is the fruit of Ori- 
ginal Sin, 1t hath warped the Soul, and 
taken it off from the right Object. 


It reproves ſuch as indeed think of 2 Branch 


God, but they have not Right Thoughts 
of him. As the Lord faid to E!l;phasz, 
Job 42. 7. Te have not ſpoken of me 
the thing that is rioht ;, ſo ſome think 
Q & | on 

of God, but they do not think of him 
the thing that is right. 1. They have 
Low unworthy Thoughts of God, 
they Fancy God to be like themſelves, 
Pſalm 50. 21. Men think- God 1s as 
ſhort-fighted as they, and that he can- 
not {ce them through the thick Ca. 
nopy of the Clouds : but he that 
makes a Watch knows all the Wheeles 
and Pins in it, and the Spring which 
caufcth the Motion. God who is 
vagdrryracns the inſpector of the Heart, 
ſees all the intrigues and Private 
Caballs in the Thoughts *. God knows , 
the true Motion of a falſe Heart, Ter. a 
29. 23. I know and ama witneſs, ſaith 
the Lord. 

2, Men have Injurious Thoughts of 
God : 1. They deem his wayes un- 
cqual, 
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equal, Ezek. 18. 25. Is not my way 
equal? Some call Gods Providence to 
the Bar of Reaſon, and Judge his pro- 
ceedings excentrick; but God l/azes 
Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, Ila. 28.17. 
His wayes are ſecret, but alwayes juſt. 
God is moſt in his way, when we 
think he is out of his way. 

2. They think his wayes are not 
Profitable, Mal. 3. 14. What profit i 
2 that we have kept his ordinance ? we 
cannot ſhew our earnings. Theſe are 
not Rioht 1 houohts of God. Men think 
him to be an hard Maſter : But God 
will be in no mans debt, he gives 
double pay, Mal. 1. 10. Neither ao Je 
kindle a fire ow my Altar for now ht. 

It reproves ſuch as inſtead of thinking 
en God, their minds are wholly taken up 
with Vain Thoughts. Vain Thoughts are 
the froth of the Brain, Jer. 4. 14. How 
lons ſhall Vain T houphts lodoe with thee ? 

I deny not but Vain Thou: ghts may 
lometimes come into the bell Hearts, 
but they have a care to turn them 
out before night, that they do not 
Lodge. This dJenominates a Wicked 
man, his Thoughts Dwell upon Vani- 
ty ; and well may his Thoughts bc 
ſaid. 
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ſaid to be Vain, becauſe they do not 
turn to any profit, Jer. 16. 19, Vani- 
ty, and thinss wherein there is no Profit. 
They are Vain Thoughts which are 
about Fooliſh things, and run all into 
ſtraw. They are Vain Thoughts which 
do not Better the Heart, nor will give 
one drop of Comfort at death, P/alm 
146. 4. In that wery day his Thoughts 
periſh. Vain Thoughts are Pcrnitious, 
they Fly-blow the Heart and leave an 
ill Aut; iam behind. 

4. It reproves ſuch as have not on- 
ly Vain Thoughts, but Vile Thoughts. 
1. Proud Thoughts, while they view 
themſelves in the Glals of Selt-love, 
they begin to take up Venerable 
Thoughts of themſelves, and fo Pride 
fumes up into their Head and makes 
them Giddy *. 

2. Impure Thonghts. They think how 
to Gratihe their Luſts, they do mer 
matiy make proviſion, or as the word 
ſignifies, become Caterers for the Fleſh, 
Rom. 13. 14. | 

Sin begins in the Thoughts ; firll 
men Dewvi/e fin, then A it, Mica. 2. 
2, For initance, would one have pre 
terment : he bethinks himlclt by what 
Laddc 
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Ladder he may climb to Honour. } þyy 


He will Cringe and comply, and lay 
aſide Conſcience, and this is the way 
to riſe. Would a man Grow rich : 
he ſets his Thoughts a work how to 
compals an eſtate, he will circumvent, 
and pull down his Soul to build up 
an _ Would he wreak his Ma- 
lice on another ; he frames an Engine 
in his Thoughts to take away his 
Life : as Jezabel ( that Painted Harlot) 
when {he would ruine Naborh, pre- 
ſently fains a Sham-Plor and Subrilly 
thinks of a way how to diſpatch him, 
1 Kzjns. 21. 9. Proclaim a faſt, and ſet 
Naboth on high among the People, and 
ſet two men Sons of Belial to Witneſs 
againſt him, ſaying, thou didſt blaſpheme 
Gog and the King, andcarry him out and 
ſtone him. O the Miſchief of Thoughts ! 
A man may Deny God in his Thoughts, 
Pſalm 14. 1. The Fool hath ſaid in his 
Heart there is m9 God, He may com- 
mit Adultery in his Thoughts, Mar. 
5. 28. Whoſoever looks on a Woman to 
Luſt after her hath committed Adultery 
with her ia his Heart. A man may 
Murder another in his Thoughts, 
1 Joh. 3. 15. Whoſoever hateth his 
brother 


CO! 
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brother is a murderer. O how much 
lay ' contemplative wickednefs is in the 
"ay | World! Tremble at finful Thoughts. 
h: | We ſtartle at Groſs fin, but we are 
to | not troubled ſo much for, ſinful 
nt, | Thoughts. Know, 1. That fin may 
up | be commutted in the Thoughts, though 
Ma- ' it never bloſſom into outward AQ, 
ine Prov. 24. 9. The Thought of Fooliſh- 
his eſs is ſin. See this in two things. 
ot) 1. Exvy, the. Jews envied Chriſt the 
Te- | fame of his Miracles, Mar. 27. 18. 
illy | Pilat knew that for envy they had deli- 
im, !' ered him. Here was {in committed in 
fet ) the Thoughts : the Jews ſinned by 
and envying Chriſt, though they had ne- 
veſs | ver Crucitied him. 


CINE 2, Diſcontent, Gen. 24. 5. Cain was 

and wroth and his Conntenance fell, He did 

ts' Malign his Brother, and his rhoughts 

ts, were boiled up to Diſcontent. Here 

his was fin committed in the thoughts. 

m- Caiz finn'd by Diſcontent though 

lat. he had -never Murdered his Bro- 

to ther. ; | | _ 

ery 2, God will puniſh for finful tus pe- 
ay | thoughts. We ſay Thoughts are tree ; #7 2 m0 
ts, ſo they are in mans Court *; bur ee 
his | God will puniſh for Thoughts: it was is the Gi- 
"i fer 


2 Vie. 
Exhorta- 
tion. 

: Branch, 
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ſet upon Herods ſcore, that he thought 


to have deſtroyed Chriſt pnder a | 


pretence of worihipping lim, Mat. 
2. 8. 

Let us be humbled for the fins of 
our Thoughts, Prov. 3o. 32. If thou 
haſt thought evil, lay thy hand upon thy 
Mouth. That is, humble and abaſe thy 
ſelf. before the Lord. The belt alive 
had need be humbled for their thoughts, 
1. The I-ſtability of their Thoughts. 
How do the Thoughts Dance up and 
down in Prayer : like Quick-{tlver 
they will not fix. "Tis hard to tye two 
Good Thoughts together. 

2. The Impiety of their Thoughts. 
In the faireſt fruit may be a Worm, 
and in the beſt Heart evil Thoughts 
may ariſe. Did mens Hearts -ſtand 
where their faces do, they would bluſh 
to look one upon another. Let us E 
lay be deeply humbled for our Thoughts, 
Let us look up to Chriſt that he 
would ſtand between us and Gods 
Juſtice, and that he would intercede 
tor us that the Thouohts of orr Hearts 
may be forgiven us. | 

Let us think of Gods Name ; let us 
lock up our ſelves with God Frey 

Gay ; 


| 


| 
| 
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ght | day; let our Thoughts get W; 

at and with the Birds of Paradiſ fly 

lat. towards Heaven. Chriſtians, look 

on that day to be lIoit, wherein 1 

of | have not converſed W ith God in vu 
how | Thoughts ; think of God in your Ci. 
thy | fer, in your Shop : Trade above the 
thy Moon. Iſaac went 29:4 into the ficld to 
Ive medi; Ute, Gen. 24. 63. He cid take a 
Its. turn 11 Heaven by holy Ejacularions. 
Its. Our Minds ſhould be f-eped in huly 
and } Thoughts. It is not enough t 
ver | a few Tranficnc Thoughts oi Go; 
WO the By, but there muic be an tnmo- 
; ration or ſtaying our Minds on Cod, 
its. © till our Hearts arc warmed in love to 
1m, | him, and we can fay as tney, Lzk. 
hts 24. 32. Did at cn Hearts burn wits 


1nd itt us ? 
uſh ut what ſhould be the matter of 
; F ! our holy Maſins: Y 
ts. !? n". Think of Gods Iz wexfſe Bcino. 
he Adore his ilin{trious Artributes, whicin 
ods are the Beams by which the Divine 
de nature ihines forth. Think - of Gods 
irts Omnmiſciency : he makes a Curious and 
Critical deſcant upon at! our Actions, 
us | and enters them down into Ins day- 
ery hook, Think of Gods Holineſs. which 
Y 2 | j 
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is the moſt ſparkling Jewel of his 
Crown, Exod. 15. 11. Think of Gods 
Mercy : this makes all his other Attri- 
butes {weet. Holineſs without Mercy, 
and Juſtice without Mercy would be 
terrible. Think of Gods Yeracity, Exod. 
34. 6. Abundant in Truth; that is, God 
will be ſo far from coming ſhort of 
his word, that he 'doth more then he 
hath ſaid. He ſhoots beyond the Pro- 
miſe, never ſhort of it. 

2. Think of the IVerts of God, P/{alm 
77. 12. I will meditate of all thy Works. 
Gods works are bound up in three 

great Volumes, Creation, Redemption, 


_— _ - 

Providence : here is {weet matter tor 

our Thoughts to expatiatc upon. 
CHAP. X. 

Swaſrves and Jucertives to Holy 


1 hour þts. 


F ET me, to inforce the Exhortati- 

on, propound ſome Swaſives and 
Inducements to be frequent in the 
Thoughts ot God. 


God 
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God hath given us this thinking facul- 
ty is, that we may think on his Name. 
When our Cogitations run out in 
Impertinencies (like water running, be- 
fide the Mill ) we {ſhould think with 
our {elves thus: did God give us a Ta- 
lent to milimploy ? did he give us 
Thoughts that we ſhould think of eve- 
ry thing but him ? were theſe Arrows 
given us to ſhoot belidethe Mark ? 

2. If we do not inure our ſelves 
to Good thoughts, we cannot be Good 
Chriſtians. Thinking fcrioutly on Hea- 
venly things, makes them {tay in our 
Mind, cauſeth delight in them, and 
makes them Nutritive. Muſing on 
Holy Objects 1s like concocting food, 
which turns it to Blood and Spirits - 
lo that without Holy Cogitation, n9 
Religion. Can a man be Rei: "OUS 
and {carce ever think of it ? 

>. We are deeply obliged to thiak 
on God. 1. God is our maker, P/a/2 
100. 3. It is he that hath male ts, 
and nt we ow ſelves, Our bodies arc 
Gods curious needle work, P/a/z 139. 
I5, And as God hath wrou: gt the 
Cabinet, b he hath put a Jewel in it, 
he Przciors Soul. Hach God made us, 


ac 
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and {hall not we think of him ? 2. God 


hath freetned our Liveswith Various * 


Mercics. The city of Syracuſe in Si- 
cily was ſo curiouſly ſcituated, that 
the Sun was never out of ſight : ' God 
hath ſo placed us by Iis Providence, 
that the Sun-ſhine of Mercy 1s never 
* out” of ſight. 
Mercy ; Mercy teeds us with the Fizeſt 
of the wheat, the Bread of Lite ; Mercy 
guards us with a Guard of Angels; 
it makes the Rock pour forth Rzvers 
* of Oy!: and 1hall not the Stream lead 
us to th: Fountain ? ſhall not we think 
of the God of our Mercics ? this were 
high -. gratitude, 

4. To have trequent and Devout 
Thoughts of God witneſleth Sincerity. 
No truer Touchſtone of Santtity, than 
the Spirituality of the Thoughts: that 
a man is, that his Thouz ghts are, Prov. 
2%. /« I'or as he thi; theth in his He art [o 
is ho, Thoughts are freer from Hypo- 
Crilic than words: one may ſpeak well 
tor applauſe, or to ſtand right in the 
Opinion of others; but w hen WC are 
alone and t9mkt of Goas Name, and 
:dmire his Excellencics, this ſhews the 


Heart ro be Right. Thoughts are treer1 
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from Hypocriſie than an Uabla mable 
Life. A man may in his outward car- 
J/- | riage be fair, yet have a Covetous, 
hat Revengeful mind. The: Acts of Sin 
20d } may be forborn, when the Heart fits 
ce, * brooding upon Sin; bit to hase the 


ver * Thoughts Spiritualized and ſer upon 


ith * God, is a truer Symptom of ſincerity, 


neſt than a Life free from Vice. 


C! Ir ti- 


TCY | ans, what do your Thoughts run upon! 


els; where do they make their 


vers | quent Viſits? can you ſay, Lord, our 


molt tre- 


cad } Hearts are ſtill Mounting up to Hea- 
unk | ven, our Thoughts are lodg'd i in Para- 


ere } dile; though we do not ſee 
yet we think on thy Name ? 
'out good Evidence of Sincerity. 


thy face, 
this 1s a 


We Judge 


ity. | of mcnby their 4* Tons ; God Judgeth 


han © of them by their / ho: hrs. 
hat | Thinki 0 mach on ( 
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t ſo | things ſcein little to him tl 


+ . ' 
lt TEATICEES 


'PO- high. To ſuch as ſtand upon the ton 


vell * of the Alps the great Citic 
the pania ſeem little Villa; 7es: 
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the | things of the World diſappe ar, and 
reertl) even \ ſhrink j into nothing ! A Soul cle 
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vated by faith above the Viſible Orbs, 
hath the Moon under his feet. A true 
Saint intermedles with Secular Afairs 
more out of Neceſſity than Choice. St. 
Pals Thoughts were ſublime, he lived 


in the Altirudes, and how did he ſcorn | 


.. the World*! Gul. 6. 14. The. world 


aſpedta pla- 45 crucified to me *, 
ent, inſx- 6, Thinking on God would be ex- 


fa diſpli- puliive of Sin. Whence is Impiety but ; 


e:nt, SC- 
neca, Ftrom Incogitancy ! Did men Ruminate 


upon Gods Holineſs and Juſtice, durlt ' 


they ſin at that ratc as they do? That 

which check'd Joſeph, was the Thoughts 

of a Sin-revenging God. When the de- 

lights of fin Tickle, let the Thoughts 

ot God come into mens Minds, that 

.he is both the Spectatour and the Jrudze, 

and after the Golden Crowns and Wo- 

mens Hair Come the Lions Teeth, Rev. 

9. 8. This would put them into a 

cold Sweat, and be as the Angels 

+ Num.22, ar aw: Jvora®, it would {care them 
$1. from (:n. 

7. Thinking on God 1s an admira- 

ble mcans to encreaſe our love to God. 

As it was with D. euds muſingon Mor- 


_ 


tality, Pam $9. . As I was Muſings | 


the fire burned ; * it 1s with our Mu- 
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ſing on the Deity : while we are think- 
ing on God, our Hearts will kindle 
in love to him. The Reaſon our Aﬀe- 
ctions are ſo chill and cold in Religi- 
on is, becauſe we do not warm them 
with the Thoughts of God. Hold a 
Burning-glaſs to the Sun, and the 
glaſs burns that which is near to it : 
So when our Thoughts are lifted up 
to Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
our Aﬀections are ſet on fire. No ſoon- 
er had the Spouſe been thinking on 
her Saviours Beauty, but ſhe fell fit 
of love, Caat. 5. 8. O ye Saints, do 
but let your Cogitations dwell upon 
the Love of Chrilt, who did paſs by 
Angels and think of you ; who was 
wounded, that out of his wounds the 
Balm of Gilead might come to heal you ; 
who lcaped into che Sea of his Fa- 
thers wrath, to ſave you from drown. 
ing : think ot this unparallel'd love 
which fers the Angels a Wondring, 
and fee if it will not attet your Hearts 
and cauſe Tears of love to tlow forth. 
8. Thinking on God will by degrees 
transform us into his Image. As ]acobs 
Flock locking on the Rods that had 
White ſtreaks conceived and brow ht forth 
| L 4 _ like 
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like thers, Ge: 7. 39. S0 by contem- 
plating Gods Hu. .':, we are in ſome 
meaſure changed mo his likenels; 

2 Cor. }. 19. B holdins as in a Glaſs the 
Gl, ry of the Lord, we are changed into the 
ſame 1:a7%, The contemplative f1ght 
of God was transfeormins : they had 
ſome Print of Gods Holineſs upon 
them ; as - Moſes when he had been 
on the Mount with God, his face ſhi- 
ned, x94. 34. 35. What is Godlineſs 
ut God-likenels? and- who are fo 
like lim as they that think on his 
Name” | 

9. Th:aking on God 1s ſweet. it 
Lihers in a ſecret delight into the 


Soul P/:/2 104. 34. My meditation of 


him (hall b: {weet. He whoſe Head 
cot above the ' Clot:ds, his Thoughts 
are fic] alofr, an] he hath God in 
his eyc, 15 Ill of divine Raptures, and 
Cries out as Peter in the transngurati- 
on, I -r1, it is 2v9d t9 be h. r:, Holy 
Thouc:;.ts are the Dove we ſend out 
of the 14 of our Souls, and they 
bring an Olive >ranch of Peace. Some 
complan they have no Jey ot the! 

live:; andtruly no wonder, when they 
1re {uch ſtrangers to Heavenly Con- 
templation 
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templation. Would you have God owe 
you Comfort, and never think «of hr; ? 
Indeed I/ra:1 had Manna. drdop%d iato 
their Tents, and they neve. Thouglit 
of it; but God wil! not drop down 
this Manna of Heavenly Joy on that 
Soul which ſeldom or never thinks of 
him. Would you have your Spirits 
cheartul ? let your Thoughts be celetti- 
al. The higher the Lark flies, the Sweet- 
er it ſings: The higher a Soul aſcends 
in the Thoughts of God,' the ſweeter 
Joy it hath. 

10. Thoughts of God will turn to 
the beſt account. Thoughts ſpent on 
the World are often in Vain. Svine 
ipend Thoughts about laying up a 
Portion for lach 1 Child; and} perhaps, 
either it dies, or lives to be a Crols. 
Ochers beat their Brains how to riſe 
1t Court; and when Royal Favour 
_ ſ{hined upon them, on a ſudden 
> Eclipſe 11s out, and the Kings 
{nile 1s turind into a frown; and then 
their Thoughts are truſtrated——Ez 
{f'ultus labor eſt Ineptiarum 


turn to a good account, they Aug- 
ment 


; off How * Martial, 
oft do men build Caſtles in the 
Air ? But the Thoughts of God will 
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ment SanCtification, and bring Satis- 
faction, P/alm 63. 5. My Soul ſhall be 
[ atisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 
when I remember thee on my bed, and 
meditate on thee, &c. The Thoughts 
we have of God in the time of health, 
will be a Comfort to us in the time 
of ſicknels. 

11. God thinks of us, and ſhall not 
we think of him? Pſalm 4o. 17. The 
Lord thinketh upon me. God thinks on 
us every Morning, Lam. 3. 23. Flis 
Mercies are new every Morning. He gives 
- us Night-Mercies, he Rocks us every 
Night "aſleep, Pſalm 127. 2. So he 
giveth his beloved Sheep : -and if we 
chance to wake he gives us Songs in 
the Night, Job 35: 10. If God be 
thinking of us Day and Night, ſhall 
not we think of his Name ? How can we 


_ a freind who is ever mindtul of 


Jer. 29. 11. I know the Thoughts 
that I think towards you ( ſaith the Lord ) 
Thoughts of Peace. Though God be out 
of our ſight, we are not out of his 
Thoughts, 

12, God will one Day reckon with 
"us for our Thoughts. He.will ſay I 
gave you a Coortative faculty, what have 
you 
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you done with it ! If God asks 
a Coverous man, what have been your 
Sentiments ? which way have your 
Thoughts run? he will Anſwer, to 
heap up Riches : if God asks Princes 
and Emperors, how have you employ'd 
your Thoughts ? they will ſay, how 
by our Scepter to beat down the Pow- 
er of Godlineſs. What a dreadful ac- 
count will theſe Perſons have to give 
at laſt! Not only mens A&ions , but 
their Thonwghts will accuſe them, Rom. 
2. IF. 
x3. Our Thoughts of God ſhall not 
be loſt. God accepts of the Thought 
tor the deed. David had a good 
Thought come into his Mind to build 
God an Houſe, and God took it as 
kindly as. if he had done it, 2 Chron. 
6. 8. Forasmuch as it was in thy Heart 
to build an houſe to my Name, thou didfſt 
well that it was in thy Heart. When 
Chriſtians have Thoughts of promo- 
ting Gods Glory, they would do ſuch 
good Acts if it were in their Power, 
build Hoſpitals, diſtribute Juſtice, cut 
oft oftenders from the City of God, 
the Lord looks uport it as it they had 
done it : ſo that our Thoughts of God 
arc not loſt, Let 
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Let us think of God in a Right 
manner. A Good Medicine may be ſpoil- 
ed in the making : ſo may a Good 


Duty be ſpoiled inthe doing. Thoughts | 


may be Good for the matter of them, 


yet may be Faulty in the manner. I 
{hall ſhew you 


i. How Thoughts of God may fail 
in the Manner. 

2. The Right Manner of Thinking 
upon God. 


1. How Thoughts of God may fail in 
the Manner. 1. A man may Think 
of God, yet not intend his glory. Jehr 
had good Thoughts came into his 
Mind, to deſtroy the Baal-worſhippers, 
but his intent was to advance _ 
ſelf into the Throne, Bad aims Fly- 
blow good Actions. 2. A man may 
have Good Thoughts but they are 
torced, Virtus nolentium nulla eſt 
When one bleeds under Gods aMfiifting 
nand, he may Think of God, yet have 
no love to him, Pſalm 78. 34. When 
e ſlew them, then they remembred that 
God was their Rock, and the hizh God 
their Redeemer : nevertheleſs they did flat- 
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ter him with their Mouth.Theſc were good 
Thoughts, but it was to complement 
with God, and.to get rid of the Af- 
fliction. 3. A man may have Yhoughts 
of God out of dgſign to ſtop the 
Mouth of Conſcience. Conſcience doth 
laſh the profane Sinner; what art 
thou ſo Wicked as never to Think 
of God, who indulgeth thee: with fo 
many favours? Hereupon he may have 
a few good Thoughts ; but they are 
irkfome to him: this is net from a 
Principle of Conlcience, but to quiet 


"Conſcience. 4. A man may think 


of God with Horrour: he thinks of 
Gods Soveraignty, and dreads the 
Thoughts of God. You fee one may 
think of God, yet tlieſe Thoughts may 

become ſinful. | 
2, I ſhall ſhew you the Right man- 
ner of Thinking upon God: 1. Out 
Thoughts of God muſt be Serious. 
Feathers ſwim on the top, but Gold - 
ſinks into the Water: Feathery Spi- 
rits have ſome floting Thoughts ; bur : 
good Hearts ſink deep in the Thoughts 
of a Deity. 2. Our Thoughts of Gol 
muſt be Spiritual. Take heed of fra 
ming any groſs conceits of God in 
Our 
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our Minds,repreſentingſhim by the ſimili- 
tude of the Creature, Dent. 4.15. Te.ſaw 
0 Similitude. Conceive of God in 
Chriſt: we cannot ſee him any other 
way, as we cannat fee the Sun in the 
Circle but in the Beams, the God-head 
dwells 1n Chriſts Humane nature, Co/. 
2. 9. Think of God as a Spirit full 
of immenſe Glory, propitious to us 
througha Mediatour. 3. Our Thoughts 
of God muſt be Delightful. With what 
Delight doth a Child think of his Fa- 
ther! A gracious Soul counts. them 
the Sweeteſt hours which are ſpent 
with God. 4. Our Thoughts of God 
mult be Vertual and Effticacious, leaving 
our Hearts in a a better Tune : The 
Thoughts of Gods faithfulneſs mult 
make us conhide in him, the Thoughts 
of Gods Holineſs muſt make us con- 
form to him. This is the Right think- 
ing. on God when it is influential, it 
leaves us in a more Heavenly frame. 
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CHAP. XI. 
Helps to Holy T houghts. 


| & ſhews us how to have our 3 Ve. 


Thoughts frequently fixed upon 


God. 1. Begin the day with Holy piredion. 


Thoughts *, P/alm 139. 17. When I 
awake I am ſtill with thee. .God {ſhould 


have the firſt buddings of our Thoughts. ariſtor. 


In the Law, the Lord would have the 


firſt fruits oftered him : give God your 


Virgin-thoughts in the Morning——Qz0 
ſemel eſt imbuta recens ſervabit odorem 
teſta diz——what the Veſſel is firſt 
ſeaſoned with, it keeps the .relliſh a 
long time after. The Mind being ſea- 
ſoned with Good Thoughts in the 
Morning, will keep the Heart in a 
better Decorum all the day afrer. 

2. It you would think of God take 
heed of hindrances. 1. Turn away 
your eyes from beholding Lazy, 
Pſal. 119. 37. Vain Objetts Poyſon 
the Imagination, laſcivious Pictures, 
and wanton talk leave bad impreſſhi- 
Ons 
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ons upon the: fancy. 2. Call oft your 
Thoughts what you can from the 
world. If 'worldly Thoughts come 
Crowding into our Mind,good Thoughts 
will be loſt in the Crowd. 

3. Get a love to God and lis 
wayes. One cannot but think of that 
which he loves, Jer. 2. 32. Can a 
Maid forget her Ornaments? when 
ſhe hath not her Jewel on her Ear, ihe 
will have it in her Thoughts. A perlon 
deeply in love cannot keep his Thoughts 
off from the Object he loves. The rea- 
ſon we Think on God no more, 1s, be- 
cauſe we love him no more. Let 
there be but one ſpark of love to God, 
it will fly Upward in Heavenly Eja- 
culations. By nature we have Quick- 
ſilver Hearts which cannot be made to 
tix on God, but by love. 

4. If you would think often on GoJ, 
get an intereſt in him, Pſaln 45. 14. 7 his 
God is our God. We think molt upon 
that which is our own. It a man 


ride by brave Houles and Gardens, he 
caſts his Eye {lightly upon them, and 
doth not much Mind them ; but let 
him have an houſe of his own, and 
his Thoughts dwell in it. 


Why | do 


LNL-N 
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men think no more of God, but be: 
cauſe God and they, are ſtrangers. Let 
a mans intereſt in God be cleared, 
and he will not be able to keep his 
Thoughts oft from God, 


CHAP. XII 


Shewing the e. firſt Good Effet of the 
Saints Pety. 


2. HE _ eftects of the Saints 
Piety. God Reoardedit. The 


Lord hearkened he he ard. 


Theſe bleſſed ones in the Text were 
ſpeaking and thinking of God, and 
he did not turn away his Ear from 
them, as it he had not minded them j 
but he hearkened and heard ; which ex- 
preſſion denotes. 


1. Diligence. 
2. Delight, 


1; It notes the diligent heed God 
gave to thels Saints, He hearkened. 
yt Here 
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Here was attention of Ear, and intenſ- 
neſs of Mind. Hearkening is- the Ge- 
ſture of one that Liſtens to * what 
another ſaith. 

2. Gods hearkening ſhews- the de- 
light he took in the Holy Dialogues of 
theſe Saints: he was pleaſed with them, 
they were to him as ſweet Melody. 

Doft. That God takes ſpecial Notice of 
of the Good which. he ſees in his Peo- 
ple. The Children of God may per- 
haps think that God doth not regard 
them, Job 3o. 20. I cry unto thee, and 
thou doſt not hear me. The Church 
complains, God did ſhut out her Prayer, 
Lam. 3. 8. But though God be ſome- 
times Sz/ezt, he 1s not Deaf : he takes 
Notice of all the good Services of lus 
People, the Lord hearkened and heard. 

Qreſt. Whence is it God takes ſuch No- 

tice of his Peoples Services ? 

Anſw. . 1. Not from any Merit :in them, 
but the Impulſive caulc is his wiz 
or Frec-grace. The belt dutics of the 

| OE Rightcous could not endure Gods bal 

qui:quid de lance*, but God will di play the Tro- 
nk phics of his Mercy. Free-gracc accepts 

ooo har Juſtice might condemn. 

. Gods taking Notice of the good 

In 
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in his people, is through Chriſt, Eph. 
I. 6. He hath made us accepted * in 
the Beloved. Or as Chryſoſtom renders * ;,aztius 
it, hehath made us Favourites, Through 9 
the Red glaſs every thing appears of 
a Red Colour : through Chritts blood, 
both our Perſons and Dutyes appear 
Ruddy and Beautitulin Gods Eyes. 

}. God takes Notice of the Servi- 
ces of his People, becauſe they flow from 
a Principle of Grace. God regards the 
Voice of Faith, Cart. 2. 14. O my 
Dove, let me hear thy Voice, for ſweet 
is thy Voice. The Services of the Wic- 
ked are harſh and ſowre, but the 
Godly give God the firſt ripe Cluſter * » yjcah 5, 
Which grows from the {ſweet and :. 
pleaſant Root of Grace. 


1 Uſe. 
Inform. 
1 Branch, 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Trferences drawn” from the Propoſiti- 


0.1, 


F God hearkens and hears, hence I 


infer Gods Omnifciency. How 


could, .he being in Heaven, hear what 
the Saints ſpeak and think, were he 
not Omniſcient * Through the -bright 
Mirror of his own effence he hath a 
ful Idea of all things. He knows the 
Intrigues of States, the Stratagems 
of I1s Enemies, Exod. 14. 24. Future 
Contingencies fall within his Cognt- 
zance*, Gods Knowledge 1s Prima- 
ry: he 1s the Original, Pattern, and 
Prototype of all Knowledge. Gods 
Knowledge 15 Inſtantaneous. He knows 
all at ozce: Our Knowledge is Succe/- 
five, we know one thing atter another, 
and argue trom the EfeCt to the 
cauſe; but all things are in Gods 
view 1z0 7#tuitu, in one intire proſpett. 
Gods Knowledge 1s zfall;b/e and not 
| Subject 
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Subje& to miſtake. Such is the Infi- 
nity of his Knowledge, that the Apo- 
ſtle cries out in Admiration 4 £445@+ 
Othe depth of the Riches both of the 
Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! Rom. 
II. 33. The World is to God as a 
Bee-hive of Glaſs, where ;you ſee the 
working of the Bees, and the framing 
of their Combs. All things are unvait- 
ed to the Eye of Jehov ah. 

See Gods Goodneſs who often paſſeth ; ns 
by the failings of his People *, and 2, a1. 
takes Notice of the good in them, 

He hearkened and heard, x Pet. 3. 6. 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, callins himvLord. 
The Holy Ghoſt paſleth by her un- 
belief and Laughing at the Promile, 
and took Notice of her reverence to 
her Husband, ſy2 called him Lord. 
Jam. 5. 11. Te have heard of the Pa- 
tienceof Job. V/c have heard of Is Impa- 
tience, curſing his Birth-day : But the 
Lord doth not upbr aid him with that, but 
obſerves the good that was in hum ; ye 
have heard of the Patience of Job. The 
Painter who drew Atexanders Picture, 
Drew him with his finger upon Jus Scar 
{o God putsa finger oft Mercy upon the 
Scars of his Children. He ſees their Faith, 
K 3 and 


3 Branch, 


4 Branch, 


Praftical Notes upon 


and Winks at their failing. 
See Gods difterent carriage towards 


the Godly and the Wicked : If the 


Godly Think of his Name, he hearkens 
and hears ; but if the Wicked meddle 
with Religious duties, he turns away 
his Ear, Ger. 4. 5. To Cain and his 
Offering God had no reſpect. Suppole 
a man had a Sweet breath, yet 1t he 
had the Plague, no body would come 
near him : So, though a finner may 
give God many a {weet elegant Ex- 
preſſion in Prayer, yet having the 
Plague of the Heart, God will not re- 
ceive any Offering from him. If God 
ſhut mens Prayers out of Heaven, it 
is a fad Prognoſtick that he will ſhut 
their Perſons out of Heaven. 

See the Priviledge of the Godly : 
they have Gods Ear, the Lord heark- 
ened and heard, P/alm 34. 15. His 
Ears are open to their ery: It would be 
counted a grext happineſs to have the 
Kyines ear; but what 1s it to have 
Gods. Ear! The Lord hearkened and 
heard. Believers have the Spirit of God 
breathing in them, and God cannot 
but hear the Voice of his own 
Spirit, 
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See what an encouragement here 5 Brancty 
is to be converſant in the duties of 
Gods Worſhip : he takes Notice of the 
ſervices of his People ; he hearkens 
to them as to ſweet Muſick. Who 
would not come with their humble ad- 
adreſſes to God, when he is ſo pleaſed 
with them ? Prov. 15.8. «*- 

But my deſerts are nothing ? Obje rx, 

God beltows not his Favours aC- 4yſw. 
cording to our deſert, but according 
to his Promile. F | 

But I have prayed a long time and 9 2- 
have no Anſwer. 

God may hear Prayer when he Azfw. 
doth not Anſwer. He may lend us 
his Ear, when he doth not ſhew us 
Is Face, The Text ſaith, the Lord 
hearkened and heard. *Tis not ſaid he 
gave an Anſwer, but he hrarkeed. It 
becomes ſuitors to wait. Faith ſtays 
upon God, Patience ſtayes for God, 
Pſal. 123. 2. As the Eyes of Servants 
look unto the hand of their Maſters, ſo 
our Eyes wait upon the Lord our God, un- 
till he have Mercy upon us. 

See the diflerence between God and 
men : God takes Notice of the .good 
in his people; the Wicked pals by the 

K 4 g00d 
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good in the Godly, and take Notice 
only of their failings. If they+can ſpy 
any indecency or blemiſh in them, 
they upbraid them with it; Like thoſe 
dies, 2 Kjng 2.23. who reproached 
Eliſha tor his Baldneſs,but took no Notice 
of the Prophets Miracles. Eraſmus ſpeaks 
of one, who obſerved all the lame Verles 
in Homer, but paſſed over the good. 
From this, the Lord hearkened and 
heard, Behold the folly of Idolaters : 
they worſhip a God who can neither 
hearken nor hear, The Cretians Pl1- 
ctured Jupiter without Ears. Idol-Gods 
have Ears, but hear ot, Plalm 115. 
16. A lite-lels God is good enough for 


a Itte-leſs worſhip. 


Let the People of God ſtand and 
Wonder. 1. At Gods Condeſcenſion, 
that he who 1s ſo high in the prat- 
tes and acclamations of the Angels, 
ſhould ſtoop fo low, as to liſten .to 
the liſpings of his children. The Lord 
hearkened and h:ard; Alas, God hath 
no need of our Services; he 1s infinite- 
ly bleſſed in reflecting upon the Splen- 
dour of his own 1nhnite Being : we 
cannot adde the Jealſt Cubit ro his 
Eſſential Glory, Job 35. 7. If thou be 
Rye bte- 
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Rinhteous what giveſt thou to him? or 
what receiveth he at thy hands? yet 
ſuch is his ſweet Condeſcention, that 
he doth as it were ſtoop below him- 
ſelf, and take Notice of his Peoples 
Poor Oblations. 

2. Wonder at Gods Love, that 
he ſhould regard thoſe ſervices of 
his People, which are ſo mixed 
with Corruption, 1/4. 64.6. Our Righ- 
teonſneſſes are as, filthy Rags *. The Eu- 
chariſtical Sacrifice, which was the 
higheſt, had lome Leavez joined with 
it, Levit. 7. 12. Our belt duties have 
{ome Leaven of Impertettion in them ; 
yet ſuch is Gods love,. thar he hath 
a liking to them, and accepts them, 
Cant. 5. 1. I have eaten my, Hony- 
Comb with my Hony. Hony 1s ſweet, 
but the Hony-comb is Viſcous and 
bitter, and can hardly be eaten; yet 
ſuch was Chrilts love to his Spouſe, 
that he cat of her Hopy-comb, her 
{crvices mixed with Impertection, and 
was pleaſed to take delight in them. 
Oh the Love of God! that he ſhould 
have reſpect to our offerings that arc 
intcrlarded with fin. Our beft duties 
are as {weet Wine coming out of a 


Sowre Cask. It 


* Splendi- 
aa peccatde 
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If God hearkens to us when we 
ſpeak, let us hearken to him when 
he ſpeaks. In the word preached 
God ſpeaks to us. He is ſaid mow 
to ſpeak to us from Heaven, Heb. 


12, 25. That 1s, by the preaching” 


of the word, as a King ſpeaks by 
his Ambaſſadour. Doth God hearken 
to us, and {hall not we hearken 
to him? Be not like the Deaf-adder 
which ſtoppeth her , Ear. This the 
Lord complains of, Job 33. 14. God 
ſpeaketh Once, yea Twice ; yet man Ye- 
gardeth it not. If Gods word doth 
not prevail with us, our prayers 
will not prevail with him, 


ED — — 


CHAP. XIV. 


Ohewing the ſecond Good Effet of the 
Saints Prety, 


2. HE Second Good eftect of 

the Saints Piety, was, God 
recorded It. A Book of Remembrance was 
written before him : The word in the 
Origi- 
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Original for Book of Remembrance * "ES, 
Signities a Book of Memorials or Mzy- 
ed | ,uments. The words immediately fore- 
2ow \ going recite Gods hearkezing and hear- 
©. | ine; but leſt any ſhould ſay, though 
ns | God doth at the preſent hear the 
by Holy Speeches and Thoughts of his 
en | Children, yet may they not in time 
el Þ ſlip out of- his Mind? therefore theſe 
{er words are added, a Book of Remembrance 
he was written before him. The Lord 


oa | did not only hear the Good ſpeeches 
e&- Þ| of the Saints, but Recorded them, and 
a Wrote them dawn; 4 Book of Remer- 
IS brance was written, This 1s ſpoken 


«13 com; meds after the manner of men. 
Not that God hath any book of Re- 
" cords by Iim, he needs not write 
down any thing ſor the help of his 
Memory, he is not Subject to oblivion, 
| Things done a thouſand years ago are 
e } as freſh tohim, as if they were done 

| but Yeſterday, Pſalm. go. 4. 4 thou- 

| ſand years in thy fizht are but as Tefter- 
| day when it is paſt. This book of Re- , VEL 
| | membrance therefore, is a borrowed »;; rows 
|} ſpecch, taken from Kings, who have ſpa 944 
their Chronicles wherein they note arr areas 
Memorable things *. King Abaſuerns bus meno- 

had randa an- 
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had his book of Records, wherein were 


written the worthy deeds of Mordecai, | 
Eſther 6. x, 2. So God bears in MindF 
all the Good ſpeeches and pious aCti-\ 
ons of his Children. Gods curious and} 


Critical obſervation is a Book of Re-| 


cords, where nothing can be loſt or 


rorn Our, 
God doth Eternally remember all 
the Good deſigns, and Pious endea- 


VOUTS of his Peopie, Heb. 6. I ©, Goa | 
is not unrinhtecus to foroet your Work | 


and labour of love, which you have ſhew- 
ed towards his Name. Eight things 
God writes down in his Book of Re- 
membrance. 

1. The Lord writes down 
Names of his Saints, Philip. 4 
Whoſe Names are in the Book of Tak. 
This Book hath no Exyrata's, Rev. 


— 


2. The Lord Writes down the good 
ſpeeches of his People. When Chri- 
ſtians ſpeak together of the Myſteries 
of Heaven ( which is like Mulick in 
conſort) God is much taken with it: 
When their Tongues are going, Gods 
pen 15 going in Heaven. T hey that fear'd 
the Lord [pake often one to another, 
and 
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and a Book of Remembrance was writ- 
ten. 

3. The Lord writes down the Tears 
of his People. Tears drop down to the 
Earth, but they reach Heaven *: God 
hath his Borrle and his Book, Palm 
50. 8. Put thou my Tears into thy bot.” 
tle, are they not in thy Book? Tears 
drop from the Saints, as Water from 
the Roſes: they are fragrant to God, 
and he puts them in his Bozzle. And 
beſides this, he hath his Book of Re- 
membrance, where he ſets them down ; - 
are they aor 1h thy Book ? Eſpecially 
God writes down ſuch Tears as are 
ſhed for the ſinswf the times, Ezek. 

. 2. One was clothed with linnen ;, with a 
writers Inkhorn by his fra? : this was to 
write down the Tears of the Mourn- 
ers, and to fet a mark HD07R the fore - 
heads of them that ſighed for the Abo- 
minations done in the midſt of the City, 
ver. 4." 

4. God writes down the Thouohts of 
Iis People. We can write down mens 
Words, but we cannot write down their 
Thoughts. It w ould poſe the Angels 
to write mens Thoughts : but be "al 
ſured, never an Holy Cogitation Comes 

tato 
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into our Mind, but God writes it ſ] 

down. So in the Text, a Book of Re- h 
membrance was written for them that © 
Thourht upon his Name. Two things} P 

*Plal.6. 8. are filent, yet have a Voice, Tears *, SF. 
TR 59. and Thoughts Þ. W 
5. God writes down the aefires of | m 

his People, Pſalm. 38 9. All my defire w 

is before thee : That is, it is ſet down P 

in thy book. Deſire is the Spiritual Ap-Þ tc 
petite, or the Souls Anhelation and | m 
breathing after God, Pſalm 84. 2. In at 

this Life we do rather deſire God than | at 

enjoy him. Can we ſay we take our | p? 


—YF 


Souls e Corporis Pharetra out of the 
quiver of our Bodieg and ſhoot them 
into Heaven ? do our Aﬀections fally | dc 


forth towards Chriſt? do we delire Ol 
him  ſuperlatwely and unceſlantly ? Þ a1 
Every ſuch deſire is put down in Gods d& 
Regiſter Book : all my deſire is before m 
thee. ro 

6. The Lord writes down the pray- F In 
ers of Iis People, Jonah 2. 7. Prayer, ls 
though it be not Vocal, only Mental, is 
is Recorded, 1 Sam. 1. 13. Hannah h« 
ſpate in her Heart. That prayer God th 
did write down and Anſwer ; God to 
was better to her than her prayer ; m 


by 
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ſhe prayed for a Son, and God. gave 
her a Prophet. When the heart is ſofull 
of grief, that it canionly groan in 
Prayer; yet a. Groan 1s ſometimes the 
beſt "part of a Prayer, and God 
writes it down, Pſalm 38. 9g. Lord, 
my Groaning is not hid from thee. If 
we cannot ſpeak with elegancy in 
Prayer, if it be only liſping and chat- 
tering, God puts it in his Book of Re- 
membrance, 1/a. 38. 14. Like a Craze, ſo 
did Ichatter : yet that prayer was heard 
and regiltred, Ye. 5. 1 have heard thy 
prayer, I have ſeen thy Tears. 

7. God writes down the A4/ms of 
his People. Works of Mercy muſt be 
done out of Love to God: as Mary 
out of love brought her Ointments 
and {ſweet Spices and anointed Chriſts 
dead body : ſo out of pure love we 
muſt bring our Ointments of Charity 
ro anoint the Saints, which are Chriſts 


living body, Such Alms are not loſt *, *Opers elee- 
Heb. 13. 16. With ſuch Sacrifices God meſmaria 


10/4 4 


is well pleaſed. And that we. may fee 
how well the Lord is pleaſed with 
them, he hath a Book of Remembrance 
tor them, he writes them down. 1temp, 10 
much 1ent to the Lord, Ads 1d. 4. 


Corue- 
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Cornekus, thine Alms are come up for 4 
memorial before God. 

8. God hath a Book of Remem- 
brance for the Sufferinoas of his Peo- 

le. The Saints Purgatory 1s in this 
ife. , But there are two things 
may bear up their Spirits 1, Every 
Groan of theirs goes to Gods Heart, 
Exod. 6. 7. I have heard the Groanings 
of the Children of Iſrael; In Muſick 
when one ſtring is touch'd, all the reft 
ſound : wheg the Saints are ſtricken 
Gods bowels ſound. 2. God hath 
a Book of Records to write down 
his . Peoples injuries. The wicked 
make wounds in the backs of the 
Righteous, Wikthen pour in Vinegar : 
God writes down their Cruelty. 
1 Sam. 15.2. 1 Remember what Amalek 
aid to Iſrael. Amalek was Eſaus Grand- 
child*. Abitter enemy of Iſrae/. The 
Amalekites \hewed their Spight to 1/rae! 
twowayes. 1. They didlyc in ambuſh; 
and as 1/rael paſſed by, tell upon their 
rear, and, cut off the fecble jn their 
army, 1 Var. I5. 2. 

2. They did openly give Battel to 
them, and would have hindred them 
front going into Canaan, Exod.” 1 7. 8, 

OW 


| 
I 
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Now God took Wotice of 1/-ae/s ſuffe- 


rings by Amalek. I Remember hat 
Amalkek did to Iſrael, I have my Book 
of Remembrance, I write it dow n, 
Ver. 3. Go and [mite Amalek. 


CHAP. XV. 


So2veral Corollaries flowing from the 
Propoſition. 


T ſhews us that it is not in Vain 
to ſerve God. The Wicked who ! 
now not God, think ,hjm an h2r4- 
maſter, and ſay as theY#FJob 21. 15. 
What profit ſhould we have if we pray 
to him? But the Text ſhews us that 
God records all the Services of his 
People, a Book of Remembrance was 
written before him. Gods writing 1n 
1 Book is, 1. An honour to the Saints: 
the Romans wrote the names of their 
Senators 1n a Book, and in token 
of Honour they were called Patres 
tonſcriptti : lo Gods Book of R:mem- 
brance ſhews his high eſteem of his 
People and their ſervices, he writes 
L them 
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them down. 2. Gags writing in a t 
Book denotes the ſpecial favour God M 
bears to his People ; he Regiſters them | Cs 
and their  ſexvices with an intent to ni; 
Crown them. Tamerlain wrote down no 
all the Memorable deeds of his Sol- mt 
diets, whom he afterwards preferred to thi 


places of dignity. Gods ſervice is moſt ſpe 
eligible; let us make Joſhua's Choice, Tu 
Joſh. 24. 15. As for me and my houſe, the 
we will ſerve the Lord. If we ſhould do! 
deſert Gods ſervice, whither ſhall we ber 
go? when Chriſt asked his Diſciples 72 
will ye alſo go awty? faith Peter, Lord all 
to whom ſhall we go? John 6. 68. As |, wa: 
if he had ſaid, it we leave' thee, we boy 
do not know where to mend qur and 
{elves. Let us adhere to God, he hath God 
|;is Book of Memorials to record our f ſam 


Allegiance. We may be lolers for | an: 
him, we ſhall not beloſers by him. the 
2 Branch, See from Hence that as God doth | rhe 
Regiſter the good works of his Peo- | wror 
ple, ſo he hath a Book of Remembrance | chan 
to write down the fins of the wic- | Rev 
ked, Iſa. 30. 8. Go, write it before | and 
them in a T able, and note it in a book, that Ion . 


it may be for the time #0 come, for | allue 
ever, that this is a Rebelkous People, | Indi 
that 


C—_— 
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that will not hear the Law of the Loyd. 
Mens fins are written in the book of 
Conſcience, and the Book of Gods Omz- 
niſciency. They think becauſe God doth 
not ſpeak to them by his loud Judge- 
ments, therefore God doch not know 
their fins ; but though God doth not 
ſpeak, he writes, Jer. 17. 1. The fin of 
Tudah is written with a Pen of Iron and 
the Point of n= Diamond. God cores 
down every act of Oppreſſion, Bri- 
bery, Uncleanneſs, Hof. 7. 2. They con- 
ftder not in their Heart, that I remember 
all their wickedneſs. King Belſhazzer 
was carouſing and drinking wine in 
bowls, and praiſing his Gods of Gold 
and Silver ; but while he was ſinnins, 
God was mwritins, Dan. 5. 6. In the 
ſame hour came forth fingers of a mans 
hand, and wrote upon the Plaiſter of 
the Wall of the Kyjngs Palace, and 
the Kjng ſaw part of the. hand that 
wrote : then the Kyngs countenance was 
changed, We read of Gods Book, 
Rev. 20. 12. The books were opened: 
and his Baz, Job 14. 17. My tranſore/- 
ſion is ſealed up in a bag. It ſeems to 
allude to Law-Courts where there are 
Inditments aFainſt iuch — 
L g feal- 
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ſealed up in a Bag, and are produced 


at the alſizes. When' God ſhall open ni 
his black book - wherein mens Names ge 
are writren, and his bag wherein | Pe 
their ſins are written : then their Hearts bu 
will tremble, and their knees ſmite g0 
oue againſt another. Every Lye a inner ful 
tells, every Oath he Swears, every. | arc 


drunken bout, God writes it down arc 
im his book of Remembrance; and woe | 
to him if the book be not croſſed | let 
with the Blood of Chritt. our 
3. See the Mercitulneſs of God to | an 
his Children, who blors their ſins out | Hin 
of his bookeof Remembrance, and writes , ma 
their good ceeds in his book of Remem- 
brance, 1/a.43. 25. 1, even I amhethat blot- | ful. 
teth out thy T ranſareſſions : *tis a Metaphor bra 
borrow'd from a Creditor, who takes his | cer: 
pen and blots out the debt owing him; | 24 
lo faith God, I will blot out thy e. 
Tranſgrefſions, Or as the Hebrew] of 
« 2. -Carries it, I am blottins them out *, is | 
God in forgiving fin paſſeth an a&t} hol 
of Oblivion, Jer. $I. 34, [ will remem- {tra 
ber your (ins 19 more. God will not up- | tim 
braid his People with their former of-F dro 
tences. We never read after Peter repent-| tim 
cd,that Chriſt upbraided im with his de- ſtor 
nial} we! 
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en nial of him. O the Heavenly 1ndul- 

es gence and kindnels of God to his 

In People! he remembers every thing 

rts but their ſins. He writes down their 

ite good Thoughts and ſpeeches in a Merci- 

1Cr ful book of Remembrance; but their ſins 

ry. | are asif they had never been, the 

wn are carried into the Land ot Oblivion. 

OC If God records our ſervices, then 2 Uſe. 


Ted let us record his Mercies, ler us have Tos 
* our Book of Remembrance. A Chriſti- * 
to | an ſhould keep two books alwayes by 
out him; one to write his ſins in, that he 
ites | may be humdvle; the other to write 
em- } his Mercies in, that he may be thank- 
pMog- 8 ful. David had his book 'of Remem- 
thor # brance, - Chron. 16. 4. He appointed 
« his certain of the Levites I record, and 
um; thank, _ praiſe the Lord God of Iſr a- 
thy | e/. We ſhould keep a Regulter- _ 
rewt of Gods Mercies, though .I think 1 
1s hard. to get a book big enough 
1&t} hold them. At ſuch a time we were in 
ny traits, and God ſupplied us :; at ſuch a 
up-} time under ſadneſs of Spirit, and God 
r of-} dropped in the Oyl of gladnels, at fucha 
\ent-| time ncardeath,and GodMiractiloully re- 
s de-4 ſtored us. It God be mindtul of what 
nial} W e do tor hium,ſhall not we be mindtul of 
L 3 what 
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what he doth for us ? Gods mercies, like 
Jewels, are too _ to be loſt : get 
a Book of Remembrance. 
2 Uſe. It is Comfort to the Godly. 1. In 
Comfort. caſe of friends forgetting them. Joſeph 
did Pharaoh's Butler a kindneſs, yet did 
not the chief” Butler remember Joſeph ; 
but forgat him. Gen. 4o. 23. "Tis too 
uſual to remember Injuries, and forget 
Friezds; but God hath, a Book of Re- 
membrance, where he writes down ' 
all his old friends. Near Relations may 
ſometimes be forgetful - the tender Mo- 
ther may forget her intant, 1/2.” 49. 
15. Can a Woman forges her ſucking 
child? yea ſhe may, but I will not for- 
-2et thee: a Mother may ſooner be un- 
natural than God forgetful, Chriſt 
our High-prieſt hath the Names of 
the Saints written upon his Breaſt-plate, 
and all ther good deeds written 1n his - 
Book of Memorials. Let this be as Bezar 
ffone to revive the Hearts of Gods 
people ; though fricnds may blot you 
out of their Mind, yet God will not 
blot you out of his Book. 

2. This is a Conſolation to the God- 
ly, the Lord keeps a Book of Remem- 
brance for this end, that he: may M 

ene 


Pros hy my ny hed @..: as & Do 4 0 yaa kane has 


oo —_ 4 


oo =m wg W © © na 


Malach. IIL. ver. 17, ec. 


the laſt day make a publick . and ſo- 
lemn mention of all the , good which 
his Saints have done. God will open 
his Book of Records, and ſay as, 
Mat. 25. 35. 1 was an hungred, and ye 
ave me meat ; thirſty, and ye gave me 


drink, &c. God will make known 


all the memorable and pious aCtions 
of his People betore men and Angels : 
he will ſay, here are they who have 
prayed, and wept for Sin; here are 
they who have been Advocates for 
my Truth; here are they * who have 
laid to Heart my diſhonours, and have 
mourned for what they could not re- 
form. Theſe are my renowned ones, 
my Hephzibahs in whom my Soul de- 
lights. What a Glorious thing will 
this be, to have God divulge the En- 
comium of his Saints / when Alexan- 
der (aw the Sepulcher of Achilles, he 
cryed out O-happy Achilles who hadlt 
Homer to ſet forth thy praiſe! what 
an honour will it be to have the 
Names and worthy deeds of the Yaints 
mentioned, and God himſelt to be 


S3 


the Herauld to praclaim their prailes ! *2Cor.4.5 


| # 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XYLI. 


Shewmng the T bird Good Effet of the 
Samts Prety, 


Z HE third Good effect of the 
Saints Piety, was, God reward- 
ed it, werſ. 17. And they ſhall be mine, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in that day when 
T make up my TJewels. The reward 1s 
threefold. 1. Gods ownin; them ; they 
ſhall be mine, ſaith rhe Lord of Hoſts : 
where oblerve. ' 
1. The Perſon ſpeaking, the Lord 
of Hoſts. x 

2. The Reward it ſelf, they ſhall be 
mine. 

1. The Perſon ſpeaking, the Loyd 
of Hoſts. This 1s too great a word to 
be palled by in filence. God is often 
in Scripture ſtiled, Dominus exercitunum, 


the -Lord of Hoſts, P/alm 46, 11. 


I/a. 1. 24. That is, he 1s the Supream 
General, and Commander of all Ar- - 
mies and forces, and gives Victory to 
whom he will. 


Why 
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Why is this Name, The Lord of 1 Queſt. 

: Hoſts given to God ? : 
Not that God needs any Hoſts, to #:/”- 

protect himſelf, or Suppreſs his ene- 

mies. Earthly Princes have Armies to 

detend their Perſons from danger, but 

God needs none to help him: he can 

hght without an -army. God puts 

T ſtrength into all Armies; other Cap- 

tains may give their Soldiers Armpar, 

| but they cannot give them Strength: 

; but God doth, , P/a/m 18. 39. Thou 

0 haſt Girded me with ſtrenoth unto battel. 

y Why then is God faid to have Holts 

þ and Armies if he needs them not. 

I. It is to ſet forth his Soveraign 4»ſw. 


a Power, and Grandure: all Armies and 
Regiments are under his command. 

e 2. It is to ſhew us that though 2 Quef. 
God can efftett all things by himlſelt; 

{ yet in his Wiſdom he oft uſeth the 

) Agency of the Creature to bring to 


pals his will and purpoſe. : 
What are theſ& Hoſts or- Armies Qu 
of "which God is the Soveraign Lord? 


X An(w 

1. God hath an Army in Hea- Jy 
| ven, Angels and Arch-angels, z Kg 
) 22, 19. 1 ſaw the Lord ſuting on his 
Throne, and all the Hoſt of Heaves 


ſt aids 
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ſtanding by him. By the Hoſt of Hea- 
ven is meant the Angels ; they being 
Spirits are a Puiflant Army, «Pſalm al 
103. 20. Je Anvels which -excell in {t 
Strength... We read of one Angel who let 
deſtroy'd in one Night az» hundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand, 2 King, 19. m 
35- If one Angel deſtroy'd ſuch a vaſt P, 
Army, what can a Legion of *Angels | 1 
do 7 a Legion conſiſted of ſix thou- | A, 
ſand ſix hundred ſixty fix, faith He/- w 
chins; how many of. theſe Legions go | Þ; 
tomake up the Heavenly Hoſt ! * 

2: The Stars are Gods Army, Dent. Wi 
4. 19. Thele were ſet in Battalia and Þ js 
fought, againlt Gods enemies, Jaz. w 
5. 20. The Stars in their courſes fonghe ple 
againſt Siſera, That is, the Stars did |} Þ; 
charge like an Army, railing Storms | a; 
and tempeſts by their influences, and S, 
ſo deſtroying the whole Army of Ey 
Siſera, 2. God hath Armies apon | «yy, 


YDan.7.10 


earth. con 
| Tal 

1. Rational. ten 

2. Irrational. thi 

” Cal 

1. Rational, Hoſts of men: theſe ne 
arc under Gods command and con- rio 


duct, 


| Malach. II. ver. 17, &xc. 


let flies but God directs it. 


Pay and condutt ! 


Dan. 9. 35. His Power 1s as lar 


duct, they ſtir not without his War- 
rant : the Lord hath the managing of 
all Martial affairs: not a ſtroke is 
{truck, but God orders it : not a Bul- 


2. Irrational, God can raiſe an Ar- 
my of Flies, as he did againſt King 
Pharaoh, Exod. 8. 24. An Army of 
Worms, as he did againſt King Herod, 
Acts 12. 23. O what a Lord is here 
who hath ſo many Hoſts under his 


Let us Dread this Lord of Hoſts : _3 V/<- 
we fcar men who are in Power, and ,,, 
? is not that God to be adored and feared 1 Branch. 
who acts pro arbitrio. He doth what he 
pleaſeth in the Armies of Heaven and earth, 


as his will, Job 23 13. What hts 
Soul defireth, even that he doth. The 
Ephori had Power over the King of 
Sparta, the Tribunes over the Roman 
conſuls; much more hath God a Sove- 
raign Power over all. He poureth cor: 
tempt upon Princes, Job 12. 21. Hc 
threw the Proud Angels to Hell. God 
can with a word unpin the Wheeles 
and break the Axle tree of the Crea- 
tion. Gods Power 15 a Glorious Pow- 
er, 
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Exhortat- 
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Tal 
er, Col. x. 11. And hereia it appears Ea 
Glorious, it 1». never ſpent or waſted. aff 
Men while they exerciietheir ſtrength, ed 
weaken it. But, th? Lord, the Crea- Su 
tor of th: ends of the ea"th, fainteth Ge 
not , mithr is weary, Ila. 40. 28. H 
Though God ſpends his Arrovs upon A 
his enemies, Deut. 32. 23. yet not 'h 
his /r-x»th. O then trembie betore this Li 
Lord of Moſts, Remember / O hard- th 
hearted inner: ) how many wayes A 
God 'can be ric.enged on thee. He ar 


can raiie an Ariny of diſeaſes againſt U 
thee in thy body : he can fer the hu- e1 
mours of che body one againſt another, f 0) 
he can make the heat dry up: the 0 
Moiſture, or the Moiſture drown the ſ] 
heat; he can Arm every Creature ſ 
azainſt thee, the Dog, the Boar, the t 
Elephant. He can Arm Conſci- t 
ence againſt thee, as he did againit \ 
Spira making him a Terrour to him- c 
Tar O dread this Lord of Hoſts. * l 
It God be the Lord of Hoſts, let us 
take heed of hardning our Hearts ' 
againſt God. It was the ſaying of | 
Pompey that with one ſtamp of his 

Foot he could raiſe all Taly up in 

Plat, Arms*. God can with a ul 
Tale 
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Taiſe all the Militia of Heaven and 
Earth againſt us: and ſhall we dare 
affront him? Job 9. 4. Who hath harden- 
ed himſelf againſt him, and proſpered ? 
Such as live in the open, breach of 
Gods Commandnients harden their 
Hearts againſt God; they raiſe a War 
againft Heaven, Job 15. 25. He ſtreng- 


C 
. 


theneth himſelf againſ® the Almighty * {ame 

rr ; ! utans 
Like Watriors, who Muſter up all [m9 
the forces they can, to fight with their / vince, 


Antagoniſts : ſo the ſinner harneflerh, 
and- ſtrengthens himſelf againſt Jehoe 
vah, Ver. 26. He runneth upon him, 
ven on his neck, upon the thick boſſes 
of his bucklers. Bucklers anciently had 
one great boſs in the middle with a 
ſharp pike in it to wound the adver- 
ſary. The flagitious ſinner encounters 
the God of Heaven, and runs upon 
the thick boſſes of his fury, which 
will wound mortally, The Wicked 
do as C:ligula, who challenged Jupiter 
to a duel: but who ever hardened 
himlelf againſt God and proſpered ? 
will men go to meaſure Arms with 
God ? Job 4o. 9. Hiſt thou an Arm 
like God! God is Almighty, theretore 
can hurt his enemies; and he 1s 1n- 
viible 
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viſible, therefore they cannot hurt him. 
Who can fight with a Spirit ? God 
will be too hard for his Enemies at 
the long run*, Pſalm 68. 21. God 

*Qualis pr (hall wound, the head of his Enemies, 

aria Leo ' 
. fulvam mi- 4nd the hairy ſcalp of (uch an one as goeth 
pri fronte on ſtill in his treſpaſſes. Julian harden- 
juan, ju- £4 his Heart againſt God, but what got 
ven. he at laſt ? did he proſper ? Being 
wounded in Battle he threw , up his 
'blood into the Air, and ſaid to Chriſt, 
Viciſti Galilzee: 0 Galilean thou * haſt 
overcome, 1 acknowledoe thy Power whoſe 
Name and truth I have oppoſed. How 
eaſily can God chaſitiſc Rebels ? Exod. 14. 
24. In the murning-watch God looked 
to the hoit of the Ezyptians through the 
Pillar of fire, and troubled their hojt. It 
needs colt God no more to deſtroy 
his Proudeſt adverſaries, than a /ook, 
a caſt of the Eze. Tis better to 
lye Proſtrate at Gods feet, and meer 
him .with tears in our Eyes, than 
Weapons in our hands.: we over- 
come God, not by reliltance, but by 
Repentance. 

3 Bran. If God bethe Lord of Hoſts, let us 
be ſo wiſe as to engage him on our 
tide, Pſalm 46 11. The Lord of Ho#ts 


i 
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is with us. Great is the Priviledge to have 
the Lord of Hoſts for us. 1. If the 
Lord of Hoſts be on our 'ſfide, he can 
diſcover the ſubtil plots of Enemies. 


| Thus he detefted the Counſel of 4chi. 


tophel, 2 Sam. 17. 16. And did not 
the Lord diſcover the Pogg/h confpira- 
tors both in the Powder-Treaſon (that 
Catholick willany ) and of late, when 
they would have ſabverted Religion 
and Laws, and like 1ralian t——— 
have turned Erxoland into an Atelda- 
-a or Field of blood? If it had not 
been the Lord who. was oz our ſide, 
now may England lay, when men roſe 
up againſt us, they had ſwallowed 
us up quick, 

2. It the Lord of Hoſts be on our 
ſide, he can bridle his Enemies, and 
lay ſuch a reſtraint upon their Spirits, 
that they ſhall not do the muſchief 
they intend, Ger. 31. 39. It is in the 
Power of my hand to do you hurt 
(ſaid Laban to Jacob) but the God of 
your fathers [pake KHAO Mme ſayins, take 
heed thou ſpeak not to Jacob either good 
or bad. Laban had power to do hurt, 
but no heart. When Balak called wron 
Balaam to curle 1/racl, God to diſpi- 
rited 
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rited Bal/aam that he could not dil- 
charge his thunderbolt, Num. ,23. 8. 

How "(ball PF curſe al God hath not 
curſed ? He had a good mind to curle, 
but God held him back. 

3. If the Lord of Hoſts be fer us, 
he can —_ us, though means fail, 
and things ſeem to be given for loſt . 
When Gideons Army was ſmall, and 
rendred deſpicable, then God Crown. 
ed them with Victory, Juds. 7.92, 
22. When the Arm of Fleſh ſhrin S, 
now -15 a time for the Arm of Om- 
nipotency to be put forth, Deut. 32. 
36. The Lord ſhall repent ' himſelf for 
his Servants when he fee ees their Power 
is gone, and there is none ſhut up or left, 
The leſs of man is ſcen, the more of 
God. 

4. It the Lord be on our ſide he 
can ſave us in that very way in which 
we think he will ro ths us. Would 
not any have thought the Whales bel- 
ly ſhould have been Jonahs Grave? 
but God made the fiſh a ihip, in which 
he ſailed fate to ſhore. Pau! got to 
Land by the breaking of the ſhip, 
Acts,-28. 44. God can make the ad- 
verſe Party do his Work; he can 
caule 
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cauſe diviſions among the Enemies, 
and turn their own Weapons againſt 
themſelves *, 1/a. 19. 2. 1 will ſet the | *<vvon- 
Egyptians againſt the Egyptians. Jada 

5. It the Lord of Hoſts be on our 22: 
ſide, he can make the Churches aft- 
fliction a means of her Augmentation, 
Exod. 1. 12. The more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied: The 
Church of God is like that Plant Gre- 
Tory Nazianzen ipeaks of, which lives 
by dying, and grows by cutting *, f 3«2\ 
Perſecution propagates the Church :  » 7*# 
the ſcattering of the Apoſtles up and © 
down, was like ſcattering of ſced, it 
did tend much to the ſpreading of 
the Goſpel, Acts 8. 1. 4. 

6. If the Lord of Hoſts be on our 
ſide, he can alter the ſcene and turn 
the ballance of affairs when he plea- 
ſeth, Dan. 1. 21. He changeth times 
and ſeaſons. God can remove Moun- 
tains which lye in the way, or leap 
over them. His Power 1s uncontrolla- 
ble : he can bring Harmony out of 
diſcord. He who brought I/azc out of 
a dead Womb, and the Miah out 
of a Virgins Womb, what cannot he 
do ? The Lord of Hoſts can in an in- 

M ftant 
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ſtant alter the face of things. There 
areno Impoſiibles with God : if means 
fail he can Create. *Tis therefore high 
prudence to get this Lord of Hoſts 
on our fide. Rom. 8. 31. If God be | 
for us, who can be againſt us? And if 


we would engage God to be on our | Th 
{ide, 

1. Let us be earneſt fuitors to him, 
exerciſe Eyes of Faith, and Knees of RX. 


prayer. Jer. 14.9. And in prayer let H 
us uſe Joſbu*s argument, Joſh. 7. 9. | G5 
What wilt thou do unto thy oreat name ? 


Lord, if the cauſe of Religion loſe 4, 
| enc 

ground, how will thy name ſuffer! þ 
Popiſh Enemies never prevail, but ok 
they Blaſpheme. y 
M1Nt 


2. Let us put away zniquity out of |, - 


our Tahbernacles, Job 11. 14. Sin 1s with 
not worth keeping : who would keep | 
. J . dif ente 
a Plague-ſore? Let us diſcard and ab- | 
# Jer. 7.3. JUre Our ſins*; And then the Lord |; 


of Hoſts will be on our fide, and as beſte 
a Pledge of his favourable preſence, he | 
will eatail the Goſpel, that Crowning 


bleſſing, upon us and our poſterity. = 
SO much for the Perſon ſpeaking ; the 2e2 
Lord of Hoſts. Cove 

CHAp |* bet 


* 
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CHAP. XVIL 


The firſt Part of the Saints reward, 


Gods owning them. 


2. Come. now to the reward it 

ſelf, the firſt part whereof is 
Gods owning them, they ſhall be mine. 

Expoſitors here vary : I take the 


ſence of 
Covenant, 
Covenant 
mine *, 


it to be, they ſhall be mine in 

Ezek. 16. 8. I entred into 
with thee, and thou becameſt 
This is no {mall favour to *16@.43.r. 


be in Covenant with God : therefore 
when God told Abraham that he would 
enter into Covenant with him, Abra> 
ham fell on his face; Gen. 17. 2. as 
being amazed that the great God ſhould 
beſtow ſuch a Ggnal favour upon him. 


God neve 


r entred into Covenant with 


the Angels when they fell, but he 


proclaims 


himſelf God in Covenant 


with Believers, they ſhall be mine. This 


Covenant 


enriched with Free-grace, 1s 


2 better Covenant than that which was 


M 2 made 


1 Ve. 
Inform. 
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made with Adam in Innocency. For 

I. Theleaſt failing would have made 
the firſt Coverant null and void-: but ma- 
ny failings do not invalidate the Co- 
venant of Grace. I grant the leaſt fin 
makes a zreſpaſs upon tft Covenant ; 
but doth not reſcind it. Every failing 
in the Conjugal Relation breaks not 
the Marriage bond. 

2, The hrit Covenant being viola- 
ted, allowed the ſinner no remedy”; 
all doors of hope were ſhut : but the 
new Covenant allows of a Remedy : it 
provides a ſurety, Heb. 12. 24. Jeſus 
the Mediator of the new Covenant. 

See the amazing goodneſs of God 
to his People, to enter into Covenant 
with them, and ſay, Te are mine, 
2: Sam. 23. 5. Hehath made with me an 
Ewerlaſtins Covenant, ordered in all 
things and ſure. #The firſt Covenant 
ſtood upon the tickliſh Foundation of 
Works. Adam had no ſooner a ſtock 
of Original Righteouſneſs to Trade 
with, but he broke : but this Cove- 
nant of Grace 1s confirmed with Gods 
Decree, and reſts upon two mighty 
Pillars, the Oath of God, and the Blood 
of God. That ye may ſee how great 

a 


rade 
OVeC- 
z0ds 
Thty 
lood 
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a priviledge this is to be owned by 
the Lord federally, that he ſhould be 
our God,. and we his people, con- 

ſider, | 
1. If we are in Covenant with God 
and he faith to us Te are mine, then 
all that is in God is ours. A perſon 
falling to decay marrying to a King, 
hath an intereſt in all the Crown-reve- 
nues : God having entred into a near 
Relation with us, and faying ye are 
mine, we have a ſhare in his Rich 
revenues. The Lord faith to every Be- 
liever as the King of 1/7ae/ ſaid to the 
King of Syria, 1 Kin. 20. 4. I am 
thine and all that Thave: My Wildom 
ſhall be thine to teach thee, my Holi- 
neſs ſhall be thine to Santtihe thee, 
my Mercy ſhall be thine to ſave thee. 
What richer dowry than Deity ? God 
is a Whole Ocean of bleſſedneſs. If 
there is enough in him to fill the An- 
gels, then fure he hath enough to 
hll us: : 
2. If God faith to us ye ave mine, 
then he will have a tender care of us. 
1 Pet. 5. 7. He careth fer you *. 
God to ſhew his tender anxiouſnels to- 
wards I/ra?!, bare them as upon Eagles 
M 3 wigs, 
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wings, Exod. 19. 4. The Eagle carries 
her young ones upon 'her wing to de- 
fend them ; the Arrow mult firlit ſhoot 
through the Old Eagle, before it can 
touch her Young ones. A Mothers 
care is ſeen in 6. Bh the Child that it 
may not fall : ſuch 1s Gods care. Ho. 
11. 3. I taught Ephraim to go, leading 
them by their Arms. We may argue 
a minori ad majus, if God take care 
of the meanelt Inſetts and Animals that 
creep upon the earth, -much more wall 
he take care of his Covenant-Saints. 
He is ſtill conſulting and projeQting 
for their good; it they wander out 
of the way, he guides them ; if they 
ſtumble, he holds them by the hand; 
if they fall, he raiſeth them ; if they 
be dull, he quickens them by his Spt- 
rit; if they be froward, he draws them 
with cords of Love; it they be fad, 
-— them with his promi- 
es. 

3. If God ſaith to us, ye are mine, 
then he will intirely love us, Jer. 31.3. I 
have loved thee with an Everlaſting love. 
The Lord may give a man riches and not 
love him : his proſperity may be as I/raels 
Quails hers | with Gods wrath. /Vam. 
I) 32. 
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11. 32, 33. But when God faith, ye 
are mine, he cannot but love; every 
one loves his own. If God hath any 
love better than other, his Covenant- 
People ſhall have it ; he will difil the 
Spirits of his love for them, he loves 
themas heloves Chriſt, John 17. 24. 

4. If God faith to us ye are mine, 
then he will not ſuffer us to want. 
Believers are not only of Gods fami- 
ly, but of Chriſts body ; and will the 
head let che body ſtarve ? Pſalm 37. 
3. Verily thou ſhalt be fed. God hath 
not promiſed darnties ; + he will not fatis- 
he his Peoples luſts, but he will ſup- 
ply their wants ; if the Bill of Fare 
grows low, what they lack in chear, 
they ſhall have in b/effing, Exod. 23. 
25, He will bleſs thy bread and thy wa- 
ter, God will rather work a miracle, 
than any of his Children ſhall famiſh. 
The Raven that is ſo unnatural ſhe will 
hardly feed her young, yet did turn 
Caterer and brought tood to the Prophet 
Elijah. 

5. If God faith to us, ye are mine, 
then we have great immunites: 1. We 
are freed from the revenging wrath 
ol God. We are not tree trom Gods 
M 4 anger 
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anger as a Father, bift as a Juage: God 
will not pour his vindictive Juſtice 
upon us. Chriſt hath drunk the Red 
wine of Gods wrath upon the Crols, 
that Believers may not taſt a drop of it. 
2. We are freed from the Predomi- 
nancy of fin, Rom. 6. 14. Sin ſhall not 
have dominion, or as the word 1s s w- 
exe, it ſhall not Lord it over you. 
Though Believers are not freed from 
the In-being of ſin, nor from the Com- 
bate with 1t, yet they are freed from 
its Imperious command. As it is ſaid 
of thoſe beaſts * in Daxiel, they had 
their Dominion taken away, yet their 
Lives were prolonzed for a ſeaſon, Dan. 
1. 12. $0 lin Lives in the Regenerate, 
but its Dominion is taken away. And to 
be thus freed from the juriſdictive 
power and tyranny of fin 1s no ſmall 
bleſſing. A Wicked man 15 at the comes 
mand - of ſin, as the Aile is at the 
command of the driver : the curſe of 
Cham 15 upon him, Gez. 9. 25, A 
Servant of Servants ſhall hs be. He 1s a 
{lave- to his Luſts, and a ſlave to 
Satan. O what a priviledge 1s it to 
have ones neck out of the Devils 
Yoak ! 
| 3- We 


Malach. III. ver, 17, &c. 169 


3. We are freed from the accuſati- 
ons of Conſcience. The worm of Con- 
ſcience is part of the Torment of 
Hell *. But God being our God we +Tardm 
are freed from- the Clamors of this Jets ” 
helliſh Fury : Conſcience ſprinkled with —_—_ 
Chriſts blood ſpeaks Peace ; a good Taciws. 
Conſcience like the Bee gives Hony ; 
it is like the Golden» por which had 
Manna in it, 2 Coy. 1. 12. 

6. If God faith to .us ye are mine, 
we ſhall be his for ever, P/alm 48. 
14. This God is our God for ever and 
ever. You cannot ſay you have health 
and you ſha]l have it for - ever, you 
have a Child and you ſhall have it 
for ever;but if God be your God, you ſhall 
have him for ever. The Covenant of 
Grace is Szcrum diploma, a Royal Charter, 
and this is the Happineſs of it, it is eter- 
nized +. The intereſt between God and + 7uftif-e- 
his people ſhall never be broken off ; om 
How talle therefore is the Opinion : 
of falling from Grace ! Shall any that 
God makes his owz by Federal umon, 
Fall finally? Indeed it Salvation hath 
no better Pillar to reſt upon than 
mans will (as the Armiaians hold ) 
no wonder if there be falling away : 
bu 


170 


RY 


F Aliud eft 
recedere,ali- 


ud excidere 
a gratia, 


Aug. 


2 Uſe. 


Comfort, 


Praftical Notes upon 


but a Chriſtians ſtability in Grace, is 
built upon a ſurer baſis, namely, Gods 
inviolable Covenant, 1/a. 55. 3.* Once 
in Chriſt and ever in Chriſt. A Star 
may ſooner fall out of its orb than a true 
Believer be pluck'd away from God *. 

7. It God faith to us ye are. mine, 
he will take us up to himſelf at 
death. Death breaks the union between 
the Body and rhe Soul, but perfets 
the union between God and the Soul. 
This is the Emphaſis of Heavens Glo- 
Ty, to be with God. What is the Joy 
of the bleſſed, but to have a clear 
tranſparent ſight of God, and to be 
in the ſweet and ſoft embraces of his 
love forever ? This hath made the Saints 
deſire death, as the Bride the wedding 
day, Phil. 1. 23. Lead me, Lord, to 
that glory (ſaid an Holy man) a 

limpſe whereof I have ſeen as in a 
glaſs darkly. 

Let this be a Conſolatory to the 
Saints ; there is a Covenant-union be- 
tween God and them, God is theirs 
and they are his, they ſhall be mine 
ſaith the Lord. Here is a ſtanding cor- 
dial for the + Godly, God looks upon 
them as having a propriety in them, 
they 


Malach. III. ver. 17, &c. 


they ſhall be mine. This is Comfort 
I. In reſpeCt- of Satans acculations':, 
he accuſeth the. Saints firſt to God, 
then to themſelves; but if God faith 
ze are mine, this anſwers all Satans Bills 
of Indictment. Chriſt will ſhew the 
debt-book croſſed in his blood. It was 
a ſaying of Bucer, I am Chriſts, and 
the Devil hath nothing to do with 
me. 

2. It is Comfort in reſpe& of, Pa- 
verty ? Believers are matcl'd into. the 
Crown of Heaven, and all that is in 
God is theirs. The Philoſopher com- 
forted himſelf with this, that though 
he had no Muſick or Vine-trees, yet 
he had the houſhold Gods with him#*: 
So though we have not the Yize or 
Fiz-tree, yet if God be ours and we 


-are his, this Creates joy in the moſt 


indigent condition, 

And that which may raiſe the com- 
fort of the godly higher, and caule a 
jubilation of Spirit is, that ſhortly 
God will owz Jus people before all the 
world, and ſay, theſe are rae. At pre- 
ſent the eleCt are not known, 1 John 
3. 2. It doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
be. The Saintsare like Kings demiſe 

ut 
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Anſw. 
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but how will their hearts leap for joy, 
when God ſhall pronounce that word, 
theſe are mine; Theſe the lot of Free- 


graces fallen upon, thele ſhall lye for 


ever in the Boſom of my love. 


To all who are yet ſtrangers to God : 


Labour to get into Covenant with him 
that he may fay, ye are mine. Why 
doth God woo and beſeech you by his 
Ambaſſadours, if he were not willing 
to be in Covenant ? 

What ſhall a poor forlorn Creature 
do, to get into Covenant with God ? 

1, It you would be in Covenant 
with God, break oft the Covenant 
with fin, 1 Sam. 7.3. What King will 


| be in league with him that holds .cor- 


reſpondence with his Enemy ? 

2, Labour for Faith; 1. Faith. in 
the Mercy of God, Jer. 3. 12. 1 am 
merciful, ſaith the Lord, and will not keep 
anger for ever. As the Sea covers great 
Rocks as well as little Sands; ſo Gods 
Mercy covers great ſins: Manaſſeh a 
bloody ſinner was held forth as a pat- 
tern of Mercy. Some of the Jews who 
had an hand in Crucifying of Chriſt, 
yet their ſins were forgiven. 

2. Faith in the merir of Chriſt. 
Chriſts 


7; 
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Chriſts blood is not only 3v/s but iazouts: 
not only a Sacrifice to appeaſe God, 


——but a Propitiation to ingratiate us 1N- + 1 John 


to Gods favour, and make him look * * 
upon us with a {ſmiling aſpect. 


CHAP. XVIII. 
T be Second part of the Saints Re- 


ward, Gods Honouring them. 


> H E Second part of the Saints 


reward is Gods Hononring them, 
in that day when 1 make up my Jew- 
e; : Herearethree Propoſitions ; 


1. That God hath a great honour 
tor his People. 

2. That Gods People are Is Jew- 
els. | 

3. That there is a day when God 
will make up his Jewels. 


iſt, That God hath a great honour for 
his People. He ſpeaks” of them here 
with Honour, iz that day when I make 


up 
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up my Jewels, Tai. 43. 4. Since thou 
waſt precious in my ſight, thou haſt been 
honourable: Honour attends Holineſs. 
That the Lord doth highly honour the 
fearers of him, is evident by four de. 
monltrations, | 

I. In that he prefers them before 
others. He chooſeth them, and paſſeth by 
the reſt, Mal. x. 2. Was not Jacob Eſaus 
brother ? (ſaith th: Lord, ) yet I hated 
Eſau and loved Jacob. 

2, In that God gives them frequent 
Viſits. ?Tis counted an Honour for a 
Subje&t to have his Prince Viſit him. 
i John 3. 3. Our znovia or Communion 
is with the Father and his Son Jeſus. 
The Rabbins ſay, Moſes had an Hun- 
dred and fifty conferences with God, 
and died with a Kiſs from Gods mouth. 
"What greater Honour for a Perſon, 
than to have God keep him Compa- 

ny ? Exod.” 33. 11. 
" 3+ In that God makes them Rich 
heirs ; Rom. 8. I 7. cavywnewoueh Joynt 
heirs with Chriſt. For a man to adopt 
another and make him heir to his 
eltate, is no ſmall honour done to 
him. The Youngeſt Believer is an 
heir, yea, and an Heir of the Crown, 
Wu 
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1 Pet. 5. 4. This Crown he hath 
in promiſſo, in the Promiſe, Rev. 2. 10. 
5 And im primitiis, 1n the firſt-fruits, 
he Rom. 8. 23. : 

4. In that God ſends his Angels to 
be their Servitors. Such as are Gods 
Servants have Angels to be theirs : 
y Heb. 1. 14. Are they not all miniſtring 

Spirits ſent forth to Miniſter for them 

of who ſhall be heirs of Salvation ? 
Who would not be fearers of God ? * Ofc. 
this makes God have an honourable 
elteem of them ; all men .(ſaith Chry- 
ſoitome ) are ambitious of Honour * ; * Ti; #- 


I, . We mm 
,, þ the true Honour comes from God, anode 


| 


f, Jjorw 5.44 _* | yorJa: 
: I God doth ſo Honour his People, 2 ©/e- 


is my Honour %, let the Saints be God- 


' let them Honour him ; Mal. 1.6. Wheyze 
J 

| -_ | 

| exalters, let them liftt up his Name 


! in the World, and make his praiſe olo- 
rions, Plalm 66. 2. But I only glance 
; at thus. | 

2ly, That Gods People are his Jewels, 
- in that aay when. I make up my Jewels. 


Jewels are precious things ; the He- 
brew word for Jewels 170 lignifies 
atreaſure. A treaſure is made up ot coſtly 
things : Gold and Pearl, and Rubies : 

{uch 
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ſuch a precious Treaſure are the Saints 
to God. 
In what ſence are the Godly Jew- 
Queſt. Pie” y J 
1, They are Jewels for their /park- 
_- ling quality Þ. LR ENT 
+ Splenas- ſparkles in Gods eyes, , Cart. 4. 9: 
T Thou baſt raviſhed my Heart with one 
of thine eyes, that is, one of thy 
Graces. 
2. The Godly are Jewels for their 
+ Ravitate, Scarcity Þ. Pearls are not common 3; 
ſo the Godly ate ſcarce and Rare: 
there are but few of theſe to be found : 
there are many falſe Profeſſors ( as 
there are Baſtard Diamonds ) but few 
Iſraelites indeed ; Mat. 20. 16. Few» are 
Choſen. Among the Millions in Rome, 
there were but few Segators : among 
the ſwarms of People in the World, 
but few Believers. 
3. The Godly are Jewels for their 
Price*. Queen Cleopatra had two Jew- 
els that contained half the price of a 
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for their Value: God eſtcems them at 
an high rate, he-parted with his beſt 
Jewel forthem ; Chriſts precious blood 


was ſhed to ranſom thele Jewels. 
IC 4. The 


Kingdom. Thus the Saints are Jewels . 
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4. The Saints are Jewels, for their 
adorning quality Þ. Jewels adorn them + oma 
» that wear them: the Saints are 7% 
Jewels that adorn the World. Their 
Piety mixed with Prudence honours 
d the Goſpel. Hypocrites Eclipſe Religi- 

J- on and make 1t evilly ſpoken of : the 
IE Saints as Jewels render it illuſtrious 
yY by their Sanctity. 
' . 1. Seethe worth of the Godly, they 1 Uſe. 


It are Jewels ; they are a Royal diidens aform- 
3 in the hand of God, 1/a. 62. 3, That 
by is, they are eminent above others, as 
F 2 Crown hung with Jewels 1s an en- 


aS Þ ſign of the higheſt ſtate and Honour, 
W The Saints are Gods Glory, Ia. 46. 13. 
re As it Gods Glory did lye in them. 


e5 2. See then that which may bring 2 Branch, 
5 Holinefs into repute, and make us 
* become Profſelytes to it. It caſts a 
| ſplendour upon us, and makes God 
Ar number us among his Jewels. Some 
Wo are loath to embrace Godliucls for 
8 fear it will be a ſtain to their Repu- 
Is. | tation, and bring them out of favour 
at with great men : you ſee how it doth 
[t raile a perlons renown, 1t makes him 


d precious in Gods ſivht, he is a Jewel. 
Believers in regard of theic myſtical 
UC N union 
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neſs, Rev. 12. I. 


vile, Nahum 1. 14. I will make 


"TA 


blown away. A ſinncr 1s the 


union with Chriſt, have a precioul- an 
nels above the Angels : the Angels fin 
are Morning Stars, Job 38, 7. Believers | A 
are clothed with the Sun of Righteoul- ha 


2 Branch See the different Opinion that God int 
: hath of the Godly and the Wicked: fille 
the one the eſteems precious, the other Gh 


thy { 


Grave, for thou art Vile : this 1s ſpoken ſet 
of King Sexacherib : though he was by | the 
Birth Noble, yet he was by ſin Vile. | the 
v5» The Hebrew word for Ve *, ſignifies, | beg 
7&7 of baſe eſteem. Though the Wicked arc for 
tygh in digaity and w orldly grandure, »$ are 
yet God {lights them. A dunghil may | the 
be higher than other ground, but it | Pfal 
ſends forth noifom Vapours : P/ai/m | bre: 
4. 3. They are altogether begome filthy. | he 
In.the Original it 15, they are become | Saijr 
"1783 ſtinkizo *, The Wicked are compared | Poy 
to Y Ts ana Jv1iae, 2 Pet. 2. 22. t0 it ly 
aroſs, Ezck. 22. 19, Drols is the filth girt 
* $-ori2 of, Of the Mettal*. Sinners are compar'd | vas 
"ub: liSor- tO Chaſf, Plal, I. 4. When a Wicked | the 
man dies, there 1s only a little Chatt | of | 
molt | Sain 
contemptible thing in nature; there | {ſe 
is no worth in him while he lives, | * © 


and 
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and no loſs of him when he dies. A 
ſinner is worle than a Toad or Serpent ; 
A Toad hath nothing but what God 
hath: put into it, but a Wicked man 
hath that which the Devil hath put 
into him: A# 5. 3. Why hath Satan 
filled thy Heart to the to the Holy- 
Ghoſt?! _ 


See what an high eſtimate we ſhould 4 branch. 


ſet upon the Godly, they are Jewels, 
they are the Glory of the Creation : 
they are compared to Stars for their 
beauty, Rev. 1. 20. to Spice Trees 
for their perfume, Cazt. 4. 14. They 


Pſalm 16. 3. The Lord would foon 
break up houſe in the World, burthat 
he hath ſome Jewels 1n it. Prize the 
Saints though they are humbled with 
Poverty : we eſteem of a Pearl rhough 
it lye 1n the "duſt: Johz Bapri/t was 
girt with a Leathern Girdle ; yet he 
Was a Jewel, Mat. 11. 9, He was 
the Morning Star, to uſher in the Sun 
of Rightcoulneſs into the World. The 
Saints are precious, tor they are Gods 
leſſer Heaven, Ia. 57. 15. 


g. Sec the Saints Satety : they are 5 Branch, 


N 2 Gods 
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9 are the Chariots and Horſmen of Iſrael, 2 King 2. 
they are the excellent of the Earth, = 


t 80 


£5 Branch. 


*16.523 d/adem*. Will a King endure to have 
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Gods Jewels, and he will have a care 
to preſerve them, A man is careful 
that he doth not loſe his Jewels. 
God often gives his people a temporal 
Salvation : if a ſtorm comes he knows 
how to Iide his Jewels. He hid an 
hundred Prophets in a Cave, z Kzz. 
18. 4. The Angel is commanded be- 
fore he poured: his Vial of curles on 
the earth, to ſeal the Saints of God on 
their fore-heads, Rev. 7. 3. Which was 
ſranum ſalutare a mark of ſafety : how- 


C 


ever God will look to the Spiritual 


' fafery of his Jewels, Joh. 17. 12. Not 


one of them is loſt. 

It the Saints are Gods Jewels, then 
how incenſed and enraged will God 
be againſt thoſe who. ſhall abuſe theſe 
Jewels? Theodoſtus counted them Trai- 
tors who abuſed his Statue : what will 
become of them who perſecute Gods 
Saints, and tread upon his Jewels ? Ir 
goes near to God to ſee his Jewels 
{prinkled with blood : what is done to 
them the Lord takes it as done to him- 
ſelf, A. 9. 4. Why perſecuteſt thou me! 
When the foot was trod on, the head 
cryed out. The Saints are Gods Royal 


his 


are 
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his Robes ſpitupon, or his Crown-roy- 
al thrown 1n the duſt ? P/a/mz 105. 14. 
He reproved Kjnos for their ſakes. 
What Monuments of Gods Vengeance 
were Nero, Diocleſian, Gardner, and 
the reſt of that perfecuting tribe'? Luke 
18. 7. Shall not God avenge his ownelett ? 
I tell you he will avenze them ſpeedily. 
Perſecutors ſtand in the place where 
all Gods Arrows fly, P/alm 7. 13. He 


 ordaineth his Arrows azainff the Perſecu- 


tors. That is a killing Scripture, Zzch. 
13. 12, And this ſhall be the Plague 
wherewith God will [mite all the roy 


that have fought aoainit Jeruſalem, their 


then | fleſh ſhall conſume away while they and 
God | upon their feet, and their eyes ſhall con- 
theſe os away in their holes, and their 
Trat- | Tonones ſhall conſume away in their 
will | Mouth. 
Gods 
$? It Here is Comfort to the people of 2 V/e. 
ewels | God, in caſe of the Worlds diſsſteem ——_ 
neto | of them, yet God values them as Jew- 
him-] els ; and his Judgment is according to 
4 me! | truth, Rom. 2. 2. The Wicked have 
head | low Thoughts of the Righteous, = 
Royal | beat down the price of theſe Jewels 
have | what they can, they think them the 
his N 3 re- 
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refuſe and ſ{curfe, they diſdain them, 
load them with ſlanders and InveCtives; | We 
the Propher Elijah was looked upon | He 
by King Ahab as the T roubler of Iſrael, 
x Kin. 18. 17. And Luther was cal- the 
led: « Trumpet of Rebellion; St. Paul 
was A as a Peitilent fellow, Acts 
24. 5. The Wicked think of all things | Gc 
in the World the Saints. may be beſt | - 25. 
ſpared : x Cor. 4. 13. We are made &, | HC 
meinnua as the filth and off-ſcomrins of all | J*. 
thinzs : but this 15 Vinwm in pedtore, | 35 
a great conſolation to Believers, that 
as low eſteem as the reprobate world | © 
hath of them, yet God hath high py 1m 
* pulios Thoughts of them, he numbers them | 2 . 
hy wad among his Jewels *. They are com- ſo 
Corn, lap. pared for their precitouſneſs to Gold | 28 
«nd Silver, Rev. 1. 20. They are the Pa 
Coyn and Medals that bear Gods own Hr. 
Image. They are Princes in all Lands, tha 
Pſalm 45. 16. Chriſt engraves their W. 
Names on his breaſt, as the Names Ce 
of the twelve Tribes were ſet with Prc 
Precious Stones in Gold upon Azarons | thc 
Breaſt-plate. * God will givewhole Kjno- | Wi 
doms to ranſome his jewells, I1/a. 43. 3. | © 
The w.cked think che Godly are not you 
worthy to live in the world, As 22. | 741 
21 


Malach. III. ver. 17, ec. 183 


and God thinks the World is not 
worthy of them, Heb. 11. 38. 
Hence :it is God takes aw ay his Jew- 
els ſo faſt, and placeth them among 
the Cherubims. 


To the People of God. Are you ,.3 os 
Gods Jewels? thenI beſeech you ſhine on. als 
as Jewels : walk 25; accurately, and : Branch. 
Holily , Phil. 2. 15. Among whom 
ye ſhine as liohts in the -rld. Such 
as are Gods Jewels ſhould let the 
World ſee they have worth in them. 
O Chriſtians, let your Lives be an 
$ Imitation of the Lite of Chriſt. Such 
a Jewel was *Mr. Bradford, ' Martyr, 
ſo humble and Innocent in his carri- 
age, that at his death, many of the 
Papiſts could not refrain from Wee eP- 
| ing. Are you Gods Jewels ? donothing 

that may Ecliple or Sully your luſtre. 
When Profeſſors are Proud, Envious, 
Cenlorious, when they break their 
promiſes, or Cheat m_ Creditors, 
theſe do not look like Saints : What 
will. others ſay ? Thete are the Devils 
Lumber, not Gods Jewels, OT beſcech 
you who proftels to be of an higher 
rank than others, Honour that 147 a 

N 4 ihy 


F- 13, 


2 Branch. 
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thy name by which you are called; ſhine 
as earthly Angels, 1 Pet. 2. 9. But ye 
are a Royal Prieſthood, a Jn Peo- 
ple that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes 
of him who hath called you. Alexander 
would. have the Grecians known not 
only by their Garments, but their Yer- 
zues. Gods people ſhould be known 
by the* ſparkling of their Graces : ſhall 
there be no difference in behaviour 
between the Wicked and the Godly ? 
between a clod of Earth and a Daa- 
mond ? let it appear that you are 
Candidates for Heaven: you who are 
Gods People, the Lord expects ſome 
Sinoular thing from you, Mar. G. 47. 
He looks that you ſhould bring more 
Glory to him, and by your exemplary 
Piety make Prolelytes to Religion. 

It exhorts the Godly to thankfulneſs. 
God hath taken you out of the rub- 
biſh of mankind, and made you Jew- 
els, Pſalm wiz. 7. He raiſeth up the 
poor out of the duft, that he may ſet him 
with Princes : let me allude, God hath 
raiſed you out of the duſt of a na- 
tural Eſtate, and ennobled you, that he 
may let you with Angels thoſe Prin. 
tes above. O admire God, ſet the 
Pro” Crown 
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Crown of your praiſes upon the head 
of Free-grace. A Gratulatory thankful 
frame ot Heart is pleaſing to God: if 
Repentance be the Joy, Praiſe is the 
Muſick of Heaven. Bleſs God who hath 
wrought ſuch a change in you, and 
of lumps of Earth and {in hath made 


you Jewels. 


The Third Propoſition is, That there Thirdly. 


is a time ſhortly coming when Gecd 
will make up his Jewels ; in that day 
when I make up my Jewels: Here are 
two Queſtions. . 


1. What is meant by Gods making 
up his Jewels 

2. What is that day when God will 
make up his Jewels ? 


, 

1. What is meant by Gods making 
up his Jewels? There 1s a difterence be- 
tween theſe two, Gods making of Jew- 
els, and his making up of Jewels. Gods 
making of Jewels, is, when he works 
Grace, but what is Gods making up 
of Jewels ? 

Gods making up his Jewels im- 
plyes two things. | 


1. Gods 


i185 | 


Queſt. 


Anſw. 
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. I. Gods gathering his Saints toge- 
ther. 


2. Gods perfecting his Sajnts. 


1. Gods making up his Jewels im- 
plies his gathering his Saints together, 
The 'Godly in this life are like ſcat- 
tered Pearls, they lye diſtant one from 
another, and are diſperſed into ſeveral 
Regions : but there is a day coming, 
when God will gather all his Saints 
together, as one puts all his Pearls to- 
gether on a \tring. There muſt be ſuch 
an aggregation or gathering together 
Gods ſcattered Saints, 

1. From the near Relation they 
have to all the Perſons in the Trini- 
ty: 1. To God the Faterh ; he hath 
choſen theſe Jewels and ſet them apart 
for himſelf, P/a/m 4.3. and* will he 
loſe any of his Elect? 2. They are 
related to Chriſt ; he *hath® bought 
theſe Jewels with his blood, and will 
he loſe his purchaſe? 3. They are re- 
lated to the Holy Ghoſt ; he hath 
ſantified them. When they were a 
Iump of fin, he made them Jewels ; 
and when he hath beſtowed coſt on 
them, will he loſe his coſt? will he 

not 
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not ſtring Theſe Pearls, and put them 
in his celeſtial Cabinet ? 

2. There mult be a gathering toge- 
ther Gods ſcattered Saints, from «the 
Prayer of Chriſt. It was Chritts __- 
er to his Father, that he would make 


" up his Jewels ; that he would gather 


together his Pearls, that they might be 
with him in Heaven, John 17. 24. 
That they may be with me where I am. 
Chriſt thinks long, till all the Ele& 
Jewels lye together in his boſom. He 
thinks not himſelf compleat, till all 
his Saints be with him. 

Here is a Soveraign Comfort to 
the People of God in two cales. 


7. In caſe of Scattering, 
2, In caſe of Dividing. 


1. In caſe of Scattering. . Gods peo- 
ple are ſcattered up and down in the 
World: and, which is work, - theſe 
Jewels lye among rubbiſh, they dwell 
among the Wicked, Pſahm 120. 5. 
Wo is me that I dwell in the Tents of 
Kedar. Kedar was Iſhmaels Son. Woe 
is me (ſaith David ) that I live with 
an 1bmael-brood. The Wicked are hl! 
moleſt. 
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——_ the Righteous : Gods Jew- 
els lye ſcattered among the unclean; 
but here is the Comfort, that ſhortly 
God will gather his People from 
among the Wicked, he will make up 
his Jewels, and all the Pearls and 
precious ſtones ſhall be by themſelves 
in Bliſs, 


2. It is Comfort in caſe of Dividing, 
Gods People here are divided ; their 
love is ſo little it may almoſt lye upon a 
knives point : they oft look ſtrange 
one upon another : theſe diviſions are 
unſeemly, and are flaws in Gods Dia- 
monds. Diſcords among Chriſtians, 
brings a reproach upon Religion, ad- 
vanceth Satans Kingdom, hinders the 
growth of Grace, Diviſions are fatal, 
and do preſage Gods Judgments com- 
ing upon us. 


Impius hac tam cult « novalia miles habebit 
Barbtrus, has ſegetes ? Enquo diſcordiacives 
Perduxit miſeros. 


But this 1s Comfort, Gad will ſhort- 
ly make up his Jewels: he will fo 
gather kis Saints together, that he 
will 
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will «nite them together, they ſhall 
be &wwuahr, all of one Heart, AQ 2. 
46. What an happy time »will it be 
when the Saints ihall be as ſo many 
Pearls upon one ſtring, and ſhall ac- 
cord together in a bleſſed Unity ! 

2. Gods making up his Jewels im- 
plies his perfeeing his Saints, Then a 
thing is faid to be made up when it 
is perfeQted ; you make up a Garment 
when you perfect it ; you make up a 


- Watch, when you put all the Wheels 


and Pins in perfect order : ſo Gods 
making up his Jewels ſignifies his 7 
fetting them. The Godly in this Life 
are imperfe&t, they caſt but a faint 
luſtre of Holineſs, they receive but 
the fir/t-fruits of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 23. 
that 1s, a ſmall meaſure of Grace : 
the firſt-fruits under the Law were 
but an handful to the whole Vintage. 
This may humble us to conſider if 
we are Jewels, yet -imperfect: our 
knowledge is ch:cker'd with Ignorance, 
x Cor. 13. 5. Our love to God is 
fecble. Behold here Clouds in the Di: 

mond. This may take down our 'Top- 
{ail of Pride, to conſider how incom- 
pleat we are: but when God ſhalt 
make 
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make up his Jewels, and perfect his 
Saints, it will þe a glorious time, and 
this brings me to the ſecond Queſti- 
ON. 

2 Queſt. What is that day when God will 
make up his Jewels ! , 

Anſw. 1. God makes up his Jewels at the 
day of Death, then he makes the Saints 
Graces perfect. 

2. He makes up His Jewels at the 
day of the Reſurrection, then he makes 
the Saints Bodyes perfect. 

1. God makes up His Jewels at the 
day of death, then he makes the Saints 
Graces perfe&t. Hence it 1s the Saints 
departed are called the Spirits of juſt 
men made perfeed, Heb. 12. 23.-Sin doth 

» mix and incorporate with a Chriltian, 
he cannot write a Copy of Holineſs 
without blotting. Grace, though it 
doth abate, yet not aboliſh Corruption : 
but at Death God makes up His Jew- 
els ; he perfects the Graces of his Peo- 
ple. Will not that be a bleſſed Time, 
never t9 have a Vain thought more? 

ver to be within the fight of a tem- 
neokk or the fear of a Relapſe ? This 
me thinks may make death deſirable to 
the Godly ; then the Lord will make 
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up his Jewels, he will compleat the 
Graces of his Children ; they ſhall be 
as holy as they delire ro be, and as God 
would have them to be. How will 
Gods Diamonds ſparkle when they 
ſhall be without flawes ? In that day 
of death when God makes up His Jew- 
els, the Saints : 

1. Light will be clear, 


2, Love will be pertect, 


1. Their Light will be clear. They 
ſhall be ſo divinely irradiated, that 
they ſhall know the -» 24%», the deep 
things of God, They ſhall in this ſence 
be «s ay els AS the Angels, Mat. 22. 30. 
Their Intelleftuals ſhall be raiſed high- 
er, and made more capacious than in 
Innocency. Through the Chryſtal Glaſs 
of Chriſts Humane Nature the Saints 
{hall have Gloridus tranſparent ſights 
of God : they ſhall know as they are kaown, 
x Cor. 13.12. A riddle too myſterious 
for us Mortals, it not tor Angels to ex- 
pound. 

2, In that day the Saints Love will 
be perfect : Love 1s the Queen of the 
Graccs, it out-hives all the other Graces. 


In 
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In this life our love to God is luke- 
watm, and ſometimes Frozen ; a Be- 
liever weeps that he can love God 
no more : but. at the day of death 
when God makes up his Jewels, then 
the Saints love ſhall be Seraphical: the 
{park of Love ſhall be blown up into 
mto a pure flame: the Saints ſhall 
love od ſecundum attum ( as the 
Schoolmen ſpeak ) as much as they are 
able : they ſhall love him ſuperlative- 
ly, and indeficiently, they ſhall be 
made up of love. O hlefſed day of 
death ! when God ſhall make up his 
Jewels, the Saints Graces ſhall ſhine 
forth in their Meridian Splendour. 

2, God makes up his Jewels at the 
day of the Reſurreftion, then he makes 
the Saints boayes perfect : theſe like 
ſparkling Diamonds ſhall ſhine in Glo - 
ry. At the Reſurreftion God is faid to 
change the bodies of the Saipts, P-1/. 
3. 21, How will he change them? 
not that they ſhall . be other bodies 
than they were before: the ſubſtance 
of their bodies ſhall not be changed, 
but the qualities: as wooll when 1t 1s 
died into a Purple colour, is not al- 


tered in the ſubſtance; but quality,” 
agd 
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- and is made more illuſtrious; ſo God | 
- in making up' his Jewels will cauſe a | 
. oreater reſplendency in the Saints bo- [ 
1 dies than before. When God makes | 
= up the Jewels of the Saints Bodies | 
- at the Reſurrection, they ſhall be per- | 
) tect tour wayes. | 
li 1, In Amability or {ſweetneſs of | 
C Beauty. Here the Bodies of the Righ- | 
- teous are oft deformed ; Leah 'hath her | 
+ blear Eyes, and Barz#/#ai his lameneſs ; | 
c but at the Reſurrection the bodies of 

f the Saints ſhall be of unſpotted fair- 

S neſs: and no wonder, for they ſhall 

e \d be made {ke Chriſts Glorious body, 

Phil. 3. 21. 


2. When God at the Reſurrection 
's makes up the Jewels of the Saints 
(S bodies, they ſhall have PerfteCtion of 
) parts. Their bodies in this World may 
0 be maimed and diſmembred ; bur in | 
[. the day of the Reſurrettion they ſhall 
4 have all the parts of their bodies re- 
"1 ſtored, Ads 3. 21. Such as have loſt | 
Y; an Eye, ſhall have their Eye again ; | 
| ſuch as want a Leg or an Arm, ſhall 
C have their Arm again, | 
- 3. When God makes up the Jew- | 
o els of the Saints bodies at the Refur- 
d 9 rection, 
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rection, they ſhall be Velocious and 
quick in their Motion. Here the Bodies 
of the Saints move heavily : but then 
they ſhall be ſprightly, and move 
{wittly from one place toanother. Here 
the body is a Weight ; in Heaven it 
ſhall be a Wing. 

4. When God makes up the Jew- 
els of the Saints bodies, they ſhall be 
Immortal : the Body once Glorihed 
ſhall never be Subject to death, T Cor. 
I5. 53. This corruptible ſhall put on 
Incorruption. Heaven is an healthful 
Climate, no Paſling-Bell goes there : 
this mortal ſhall put on Immortality. «+ 

Let us labour to be in the number 
of Gods Jewels, that when the Lord 
thall make up his Jewels, he may per- 
tect our Souls and Bodies in Glory, 

How ſhall we know that we are 
in the number of Gods Jewels ? 

Have we inherent Holineſs? x Cor. 
G. 11. But ye are waſhed, but ye are 
Santtified. We are not Jewels by Crea- 
tion, but Regeneration. It Holineſs ſpar- 
kle in us, it's a ſ1gn we are Jewels ; and 
then when God comes to make up 
his Jewels, he will put Glory upon 
our Souls and Bodies for ever. 


CHAP, 
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e CHAP. XI X. 
it | 
The Third part of the Samts Re- 
7 ward, Gods ſparing them. 
e 
d 
” 3. | HE Third part of the Saints 
_ reward 1s Gods Sparing them, 


1 IT will [pare them as a man ſpareth his 
own Son that ſerveth him. The Hebrew 
word to ſpare* ſignihes to uſe Clemen- *vnn 


+— 


- cy : In this Phraſe is a Mezoſis, there is 
d leſs” faid and more intended ; / mill 
al ſpare them, that is, I will deal with them 

as a Father doth with his Son: the 
_ ſame tenderneſs that a Father ſhews 

to his Child, the ſame will I ſhew 
” to them that Fear me. 
ye God will deal with them that Fear £o#?: 
ry him, as a Father doth with his Son. 
F Two things are in this Propolition. 
id 1. That God is a Father. He 1s a 
1p Father, 1. By Creation, he hath given 
n us our Being, Mal. 2. 10. Five pot 

j. all ons Father ? hath not one God 

p treated us ? . 
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2. God is a Father by Eledion ; he 
hath culled out a certain number to 
be his Children, Eph. 1. 4. 

3. God is a Farther by ſpecial Grace, 
he ſtamps his impreſs of Holineſs up- 
on men, Co/. 3. 10. All Gods Children 
reſemble him , though ſome are more 
like him than others. 

2, That God will deal with them 
that Fear Im, as a Father doth with 
his Son: 1. God will accept them as 
a Father doth his Son. It the Child 
doth but liſp and can hardly ſpeak 
plain, the Father takes all Mr : fo 
God as a Father will accept of what 
his Children do in ſincerity : Exzek. 20. 
40. There will I require your Offerings, 
I will accept yow with your ſweet Sa- 
TVOHY. 

2. Such as Fear God, he will be 
full of Bowels to them as a Father is to 
his Son. There arc in God 


1. Bowels of Compaſſion. 
2, Bowels of Complacency. 


I. Bowels of Compaſſion. A Father 
Compaſſionates his Child. S9zomen 
makes mention of a Father who offer- 


cd 


ther 
men 
ftcr- 


cd 
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cd: to be put to death for his two 
Sons, who were ſentenced to dye : God 
hath ſoundings of Bowels, Ila. 63. 15. 
The Compatſſions of Parents are Steel 
and Marble compared with Gods : Luke 
I. 78. Through the tender Mercy of our 
God : in the Greek it IS gTALY {v4 EASLS) 
the Bowels of Mercy: theſe Bowels make 
God ſympathize with his Children in 
Miſery : he is. touched in their wounds, 
P[al. IO. Is. As a Father pitieth his 
Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 


fear him. 


2, In God are Bowels of Complacen- 
cy. How dearly did Jacoah love Benja- 
min; his life was bound uÞ in him, Gen. 
44. 30. All the Aﬀettions of Parents 
come from God: they are but a drop 
of his Ocean, a ſpark of his flame; 
Gods love 1s a love that paſſerh Kpor- 
ledzre, Ephel. 3. 19. The Saints can- 
not Love their own Souls ſo intirely as 
God loves them. In particular, 

1.: God loves the perſons of Is 
Children : they are thr Apple of his 
Eye, Zach. 2. 8. He engraves them ut- 
on the Palms of his hands, Ia. 49. 16. 
It alludes to them who carry about 
them graven on the Stone of their 

O 3 Ring 
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Ring the Picture of- ſome dear Friend 
whom they intirely affect. 

2. God loves the places his Children 
were born in the better for their ſakes : 


P/al. 87. 2. God loves the Gates of 


Sion: ver. 5. This and that man was 
born in her; ( 1. e. ) This and that 
Believer. God loves the very ground 
his Children go upon. Why was 
TJudea ( the Ancient ſeat of Iſrael) 
called a de/i-htſome Land? Mal. 5. 12. 
Not {o much delightful for the fruit 
. growing, in it, as for the Saints living 
in It. 

}. Godlo loves his Children that he 
chargeth the great ones of the World 
upon pain of death zor to hurt them : 
their perſons are: ſacred, Pſalm 105. 
14. He reproved Kynes for their ſakes, 
ſayins, Tonch not mine anointed. By anoint- 
ed, are meant ſuch as have the ano;nt- 
ins of the =_ 1 John 2. 20, 

4. God delights in his Chluldrens 
company, he loves to ſee their faces, 
Cant. 2. 24. Let me fee thy Countenance. 
It but two or three of Gods Children 
meet and pray together, God will be 
ſure to make” one of the company ; 
Mat. 18. 20, Theoure am I in the midſt 
of them. 5. God 
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5. God ſo loves his Children, that 
his Eye is never off them; P/a/m 33. 
13. The Eye of the Lord is upon then 
that fear him. But is this ſuch a pri- 
viledge, to have Gods Eye upon his 
Children? Gods Eye is upon the 
Wicked too. Arxſw. It is one kind 
of Eye that the Judge caſts upon the 
MaletaQtor, and another that the Prince 
caſts upon his Favourite. Gods Eye 
upon the Wicked 1s te 7a, an Eye 
of Revenge ; but his Eye upon hys 
Children 1s an Eye of BenediCtion. 

6. God ſets a continual guard about 
his Children, to preſerve them from 
danger. He hides them in his Pavzlicn, 
Pſalm 27. 5. He covers them with 
the Golden Feathers of his Protection, 
P/alm OI. 4+ God preſerved Athanaſius 
ſtrangely, he put it into his Mind to 
depart out of the Houſe he was in, 
the night before the Enemies came to 
ſearch tor him. No Prince goes 1o well 
guarded as Gods Child, for he hath 
a guard of Angels abour him. The 
Angels arc a zumerons guard, 2 K/n. 6. 
17. The Mountain was full of Horſes 
and Chariots of fire : thole Horſes and 
Chariots of fire were the Angels of 
O4 God, 
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God, gathered together in the manner 
of an huge hoſt to defend the Pro- 
phet Eliſha. 

7. God puts his Children in rich ap- 
pare/ : Plalm 45. 13. Her cloathing is 
of wrouzht Gold. Jacob loved his Son 
Joſeph, and gave him a finer Coat 
to wear than the reſt of his brethren, 
Ger. 37. 3. He made him a Coat of ai- 
vers Colours. God loves his Children 
and gives them a finer Coat, more 
curioully Woven, a Coat of divers 
Colours: it is partly made of Chriſts 
Righteoutneſs, and partly made of in- 
herent Holineſs *. 

8. Such 1s Gods love, that he thinks 
nothing too Good for his Children, 
he enricheth them with the pper ' and 
nether Springs; he gives: them the 
K ianeys of the Wheat, and Hony out 
of the Rock; he makes them a feaſt 
of fat thinss, Ila. 25. 6. He gives 
them the body and blood of his Son, 
and delights to ſee his Children ſpread- 
ing themſelves as Olive plants round 
about his Table*. 

2. Such as are Fearers of God, he 
will receive their Petitions from them 
as a Father doth from his Son ; they 
may 
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may come boldly to the throne of Grace, 
Heb. 4. 16. It they come for pardon 
of ſin, {trength againſt Temptation, 
God will not deny them. Three things 
may caule boldneſs 1n prayer ; the Saints 
have a Father to pray to, and the 
Spirit to help them to pray, and Je- 
ſus Chriſt as their Advocate to pre- 
ſent their Prayers. 

4. Such as are Fearers of God, God 
will beſtow an Izheritazce upon them, 
as a Father doth _—_ his Son : thus 
Inheritance is no leſs than a Kyngdom, 
Luke 12. 32. In it are Gates of Pearl, 
Rivers of Pleaſure : and which is to be no- 
ted as a difterence between Gods ſetling 
an Inheritance on his Children, and a 
Fathers ſetling an Inheritance : a Son 
cannot enjoy the Inheritance till his Fa- 
ther be dead ; but every-adopted child of 
God may at once enjoy both the Inheri- 
tance and the Father, becauſe God is both 
Father and Inheritance *. 

5. Such as are Fearers of God, God 
will paſs by many infirmitics. That is 
meant by this expreſſion in the Text, 
T will ſpare them as a man ſpareth his 
own Son. What a wonder 15s this, that 
God did not ſpare the Angels! 2 Pez. 


2. 4 
4 * 
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2. 4. Nay, he did not ſpare his - 
tural Son, Rom. 8. 372. 16 he will 
ſpare his _ Sons : 1will ſpare them, 
I will not uſe extremity as I might, 
but paſs by many aberrations. 

Not that the Sins of Gods Children 
are hid from him ; but ſuch is his pa- 
ternal Clemency, that he is pleaſed to 
bear with many trailties in his Chil- 
dren. He ſpareth them as a Father 
ſpareth his Son. How often do Gods 
people grieve his Spirit by the negle& 
of their Spiritual Watch, the loſs of 
their firſt-love ; but God ſpares them ! 
Iſrazl provoked God with their mur- 
murings, but he uſed Fatherly Indul- 
gence towards them, Pſalm 78. 38. 
But he being full of Compaſſion, forgave 


their Iniquity, yea many. a time turned 


.9. he his anger away from them *, 


From this word, I will ſpare them 
as a man ſpares his Son, take Notice, 


. that the belt need ſparing, P/a/m 130. 


3. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark Iniquittes, 
Lord, who ſhall itand? The Papiſts ſpeak 
of Merits, but how can we merit 
when our beſt ſervices are ſo defe- 
Ctive that we need ſparing ? how can 


theſc two ſtand together, our meriting 
and 
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and God's ſparing ? what will become 
of us without ſparing Mercy ? we had 
need pray as Nehemiah, cap. 13. 22+ 
Remember me, O my God, concerning this, 
and ſpare me arcording to the greatneſs of thy 
Mercy. Let us fly to this Aſlum, Lord 
ſpare us as 4 Father ſpares his Son. 

See Gods difterent dealing with 2 Branch. 
the Godly and the Wicked; the 
Lord will not ſpare the Wicked, Jer. 
I}. 14. 1 will not Pity, nor ſpare, 
nor have Mercy, but deſtroy them. *Tis 
ſad, when the Priſoner begs of the 
Judge to ſpare him, but the Judge 
will ſhew him no favour. Gods cup 
of wrath is wnmixed, Rev. 14. 10. 
Yet it is ſaid to be mixed, Plal. 78. 
5. Gods cup of wrath he gives the 
Wicked is mixed with all forts of 
Plagues, but it is a Cup mixed, 
without the leaſt drop of Mercy in it. 
God for a while Reprieves men, but for- 
bearance 1s no foroiventſs. Though God 
{ſpare his Children, yet obdurate {1nners 
ſhall feel the weight of his wrath. 

If the Lord ſparcs his people as A 3 Branch, 
Father doth his Son, then they ſhould 
ſerve him as 2 Son doth his Father : ſerve 
him willingly, 1 Chron, 28. 9. Know 

thou 


204 


* [rt 4s 10+ 
lexntium 11l- 


4 fl . 


+ 1King 8. 
18. 


Praftical Notes upon 


thou the God of thy Fathers, and ſerve 
him with a willins mind. God doth not 
love to be put to ſtrain*. There- 
tore Cains Sacritice was rejected, be- 
cauſe he brought it grudgingly, and 


againſt his Mind : it was rather, 


the paying of a tax than a free-will 
Oftering. That is the beſt obedience 
which 1s voluntary, as that is the beſt 
Hony which drops from the Comb. 
God ſometimes accepts of willingneſs 
without the Work+, but never of 
the work without willingneſs. 

2. Serve God Univerſally. True obe- 
dience is Uniform, it obſerves one 


* Quicquid command as well as another *, it ſets 
equis : | 

propter De- upon duties difficult and dangerous. As 

wnfe7%4 the Needle points that way which 


liter fit, 


* 2 King 
$. 18, 


the Loadſtone draws: ſo a Gracious 
Heart inclines to thoſe things which 
the word ſuggeſts; Luke x. 6. *Tis 
the note of an Hypocrite to be parti- 
al in Obedience ; ſome {in he will 1in- 
dulge*, ſome duty he will diſpenſe 
with, his Obedience is lame on one 
toot. 

2. Serve God Swriftly : Beware of a 


dull temper of Soul ; the lovelinels of 


Obedience 15 in the livelincſs : we read 


ot 
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of two Women, Xach. 5. 9. The Wind 
was in their Wings : Wings are Switt, 
but Wind in the Wings denotes great 
Swiftneſs ; ſuch Swittneſs ſhould be in 
our Obedience to God : If God ſpares 
us as a Father doth his Son, we 1{hould 
ſerve him as a Son doth his Father. 

It God Spares us as a Father doth 


2 Vſe. 


his Son, let us imitate God. *Tis na- Exhortati 


tural for Children to imitate their Pa- 
rents ; look what the Father doth, the 
Child is apt to learn the ſame. Let 
us imitate God in this one thing, as 
God ſpares us, and paſleth by many 
failures, ſo let us be ſparing in our 
Cenſures of others ; let us look upon 
the Weaknelles and Indiſcretions of our 
Brethren with a more tender com- 
paſſionate cye. Indeed, 1n caſe of Scan- 
dal, here we ought not to bear with 
others, but ſharply reprove them : But 
it through Inadvertency or Paſſion they 
commit Indecencies, let us Pity and 
Pray for them : How much doth God 
bear with in us! He Spares us, and 
ſhall not we be Sparing to others ? 
perhaps they may be wronged , and 
falſe things may be laid to their Charge. 
Athanaſius was tallely Accuſed by the 


Arrtans 
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Arrians of Adultery, Baſil of Hereſie. 
"Tis uſual for the World to miſrepre- 
ſent the People of God ; therefore let 
us be ſparing in our Cenſures : God 
ſpares us, and ſhall not we be ſpa- 
ring towards others ? 

Here is Comfort to the Children of 
God in caſe of Failings : The Lord will 
not be ſevere to —_ what they have 
done amiſs, but will Spare them : He 
paſſeth by many Infirmities, ZXyph. 3. 
17. He will rtft in hs Love; m the 
Original it 1s, He will be ſilent in hi 
Love *, As it the Prophet had fad, 
Though the Church had her Failings, 
yet Gods Love was ſuch, that it would 
not ſufer him to mention them : He 
will be ſilent in his Love. God winks 
at many overlights, Ezek. 20. 17. Mine 
exe Spared th:m from deſtroying them. 
I ſpeak not of preſumptuous fins, but 
Falizrs, as vain Thoughts, deadneſs 
in Duty, ſuddain Surprizals by Temp- 
tation: theſe being mourned for, God 
tor Chriſts ſake will Spare us as a Fa- 
ther doch his Son *. 

This is one of the richeſt Comforts 
in the Book of God : Who is he that 


extrudzt de ives and fins not ? how detective are 


dome, Calv. 
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we in our beſt Duties ! how full are 
our- Lives either of Blanks or Blots | 
Were it not for Sparing Mercy, we 
ſhould all goe to Hell ; but this Text 
is a ſtanding Cordial ; if our Hearts 
are ſincere, God will Spare us as a Fa- 
ther doth his Son : Hoſea 11. 9. I will 
not execute the fierceneſs of mine Anger. 
I know not a greater Rock of Support 
for a fainting Chriſtian than this; God 
will abate of the Severity of the Law ; 
though we come ſhort in our Duty, 
he will not fail of his Mercy, but wi/ 
Spare ns as a Father Spareth his Son. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Containing the Epiphonema, or ſhutting 


up of the Chapter. 


MAL. III. 18. 


Then ſhall ye return, and diſcern betwees! 
the Righteous and the Wicked, between 
him that Serveth God, and him that 
Serveth him not. 


| Ere follows the cloſe of the Chap- 


ter, which I ſhall little more than 
Paraphraſe upon. Theſe words are ſpo- 
ken to the wicked, as P:/cator, . Calvin, 
Gyotins, and other learned aye | pr 
aſſert : for though the Godly ſhall at 
laſt diſcern what a difterence God makes 
between them and the Wicked, how 
Indulgent he is to the one, and how 
Severe to the other ; yet this Text 15s 
chiefly ſpoken to the Wicked, wer/. 14. 
Te have ſaid it is wain to Serve God 
and werſ. 15. Now we call the Proud 
H4)p), 
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happy, yea they that work Wickedneſs are 
ſet up : Well faith God, though now 
ye call the Proud happy and the God- 
ly indiſcreet, yet when I have made 
up my Jewels, then you Wicked ones 
ſhall ſee clearly what a Dsfference 1 
make between the Righteous, and the 
Wicked, between him that Serveth 
God and him that Servetl him not. 

Then, when it 1s too late, when 
the day of Grace is palt, and the Draw- 
bridge of Mercy 15 pulled up, ther (hall 
ye diſcern a difterence berween the 
Holy and the Prophane. 

The Wicked at preſent have their 
Eyes ſhut, Dent. 29. 4. The Lord hath 
not given you an Fleart to perceive, and 
Eyes to ſee, and Ears to hear unto this 
day. Natural men have the Sword upon 
their rizbt Eye, Zach. 11. 17. They ſee 
no ditterence between the Pious and 
the Impious, they ſec not but it fares 
as well with the Wicked as the 
Righteous ; nay, it ſeemsto fare better, 
the wicked flouriſh, Pſalm 73. 12. 
Theſe are the unooaly who # ©, q* in the 
World, they increaſe in riches ; whereas 
they that Pray and Paſt, arc Opprelſled. 
The Wicked bleks themſelves, and think 

P they 
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they are now in a better condition 
than the Righteous ; the matter 1s not 
to be wondred at, for the God of this 
World hath þlinded the minds of Sin- 
ners, 2 Cor. 4. 4. But at laſt their eyes 
ſhall be opened : and that brings me 
to the ſecond ; 

That there is a time ſhortly com- 
ing, when Impious flagitious Sinners 
ſhall ſee a ſenſible difference betrween 
the Godly and the Wicked. Yertetur 
alea, the Tables will then be turned : 
Then ſhall ye return, and diſcern between 
the righteous and the wickes. 

When is the time when the Eyes of 
Sinners ſhall be opened, and they ſhall 
ſee a difference between the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked ? 

There are two times when Sinners 
ſhall ſee a maniteſt difference between 
the Righteous and the Wicked. 


1. At the day of Judgment. 
2. At the hour of Separation. 


1. At the day of Tuagment ; That 


cl 141" xyill be a day of D!/crimination *. Things 
Atuer(a ſit - 
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will then a__ in their proper Co- 
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: between good and. bad ; the one being 
; Abſolved, the other Condemned. 
: 2. At the hour of Separation ; When 
. God ſhall Eternally Separate the Re- 
K probate from the Elect, as a Fan fe. 
parateth the Chatt trom the Wheat, 
i: then ſhall there be a viſible diſcerning : 
_ between the Righteous and the Wic- 
A ked, Mat. 25. 32. Before him ſhall be 
{ gathered all Nations, and he ſhall ſepa- 
rate them one from another, as a Shep- 
by heard divideth the Sheep from the Goats. 


Telus Chriſt will take his Saints up 
of with lim into Glory, and will caſt the 
Wicked down to Hell : He will make 


1! : 
ag up the Godly as Jewels, and make up 
the Wicked i Bunales, Mat. 13. 3o. 
Bind them 7» Bundles and burn thom F. + ;.,.. 
rs ” * * Tnpii 
nN Now Sinners {hall be convinced mth cxoriane 
- I/ ; 4 | ; h : . , % |: , | wi # } 
a Vengeance, that the State Of the RIS! , 
teous and Wicked 1s ditterent : They 
ſhall ſee the. Righteous advanced to a 
Kingdom, and themſelves calt into a 
Fiery Priſon.. O the dreadfulneſs of 
Ny that place of Torment ! —— Ez vox e 
ns verba defictunt Could -men lay their 
2 | Ears to the Iaferas! Lake, and but tor 
one hour hear the Greans and Shrieks 
en : 
e | of the Damned, they would tell us " 
* 1 4 that 
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that they now ſee what before they 
would not believe, the infinite diffte- 

rence between the Righteous and the 
Wicked *. In Hell 15 Torment upon 

hf in Torment, Blackneſ s of darkneſs, Jude 13. 
trant, ar- Bonds ana Chains, 2s Fat. © 4. Thele 
denti Phl- ('hzjzs are Gods Decree ordaining, and 
gnome” his Power binding men under Wrath ; 
and that which doth accent and put. 

a Sting into the Torments of the wic- 

*ked is, that they ſhall be always Scorch- 

ing in the Torrid Zone of Gods Wrath, 

Revel: 14. 11. The Smoak of their Tor- 

ment aſce ndeth up for ever and ever. 
Chriſt ſaid of his Suttering on the F 

Croſs, It «x finiſhed ; But Sinners ſhall 

never fay of- their Sutterings in Hell, 
they are tiniſhed : no, imagine ſo many 
thouland Years the Damned have lain a 

in Hell as there are drops in the Seca, £ 
Eternity 15 yet to begin. t 

t Uſe. This may intorm all wicked men, J 
that © how Blind ſoever they are now, t 
yet ) at laſt the Vail fhall be taken t 
trom thcir Eyes : They now count 
themlclves the only happy men, and| . 7 
look upon the People of God with v 
Deriſion, they load them with Inve- C 
2 Etives, and Curlc them with their Ex- b 
commu- 
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communications : Well, the time is not 
far oft, when the Wicked ſhall clear- 
ly diſcern who belong to Ckrilt, and 
who belong to the 'Devil.; as Moſes 
ſaid to Korah and his Company, Numb. 
I6. 5, To morrow the Lord mill ſhev 
who are his : So at the day of Judg- 
ment the Lord will ihew who arelus, 
and who are not ; nay, ſooner than fo ; 
at the day of Death che Wicked ſhall 
guels how it is like to be with them 
to Eternity. 

O that the Eyes of Sinners may be 
ſpeedily opened, that they may in 
time ſee the difterence of things, the 
Beauty that is in - Holineſs , and the 
Prodigy of madneſs that 1s 1n Sin. 

Conlolation to the Righteous. Though 
at- preſent they arc lighted, and have 
the Odium of the World caſt upon 
them, yer ſhortly God will make a 
Viſible difterence between them and 
the Wicked ; as it was with Pharaohs 
two Officers, the Butler and the Baker ; 
at firſt there ſeemed, to be no ditte- 
rence between them, but within a 
while there was a dittcrence made ; the 
Chief Butler was advanced to Honour, 
but the chick Baker was Executed, 

P 3 Len, 
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Gen. 40. 21. So though now Gods Peo- 
ple arc low and deſpiſed, and the 
Wicked Inſult over them, yet when 
the Critical- day comes, there ſhall be 
a final Separation made between the 
Righteous and the Wicked : the one 
{ſhall be Dignited, the other Damned, 
Mat. 25. 46. 


Be encouraged therefore, O ye Saints 


of God, to perſiſt in a courle of Holi. 
neſs ; though now ye ſeem to be lower- 
moſt, yet in the Reſurrection ye ſhall 
be uppermoſt, Pſalm 49. 14. The Righ- 
feOus ſhall have Dominion over them in 
the Morning ; They {hall have Domi- 
nion over the Wicked in the Morning 
of the Reſurrettion. They ſhall then 
Lauoh the Wicked to Scorn, Plalm 52. 6. 
Then ſhall the difference be ſeen be- 
tween the Righteous and the Wicked, be- 
tween him that Served God and him that 
Served him not. 
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CHAP. XXL. 


Shewing Gods Gracious dealms with 
His Peopte. 


OR 


A Conſolatory in Aﬀfiition. 


PSALM CXIX. 65. 


Thou haſt dealt well with thy Servant, 
0 Lord. 


n He Pſalms are the Marrow of the 


B.ble, they arc both for Delight 
and U/e ; like rich Cordials which do 
not only gratitie the Palate, but ſtreng- 
then the Spirits. This Plalm is full of 
Divine and Spiritual matter : it was 
Compoled, if not Sung by the Sweet | 
Singer of Iſrael : The Words fall into 
two Parts, 
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Dot. 
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1. Gods Kindneſs to David, He dealt 


well with him. 

2. David's grateful acknowledgment 
of this Favour, Thor haſt dealt will with 
thy Servant O Lord. 

From Gods Kindneſs to David, ob- 
ſerve 

That God dealeth well with his 
People, Ger. 33. 12. The Lord hath 
aealt graciouſly with me. Gods People 
often walk unan{werable to his Love : 
bur though they deal ill with God, God 
deals well with them. 

Gods dealing well with his People 
ariſeth from the Intrinſecal goodneſs 
of his Nature ; God is love, x John 
4.16, From this flow all AQts of Roy- 
al Bounty. 

Wherein doth Gods dealing well 
with his People appear ? 

In enriching them with variety of 
Mercies ; his Footiteps drop Fatneſs, 
Plalm 65. 11. He Feeds, Adopts, Crowns 
them ; and is not this dealing well with 
them : ? 

But how doth God deal well with 
the Saints, when he laies his hand ſo 

heavy upon them in Affliction ? His 
pen is full of Ga/, and he writes b:t- 
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ter things againſt them, Pſalm 73. 14. 

I am chaitened every MOYmins : how doth 


God deal well with his People, when 
it fares ill with them ? 


It muſt be held as an aindoubted Anſw. 


maxim, that when the Lord ſeverely 
chaſtizeth the Saints, he deals well with 
them : but'we are ready to Queſtion 
this Truth, and ſay as the Virgin Mary 
to the Angel, how can this be; there- 
fore I ſhall demonſtrate it, that when 
it gocs ill with the Righteous, yet 
God deals well with them. 

1. When the Lord afflicts the Saints 
yet he deals well with them, becauſe 
he is their God. David was in the 
deep of Sorrow, P/a/ 130. 1. Ygt he 
could ſay, the Lord was his Portion, 
Pſalm 16. 5. God 1s an exceeding great 
reward, Gen.: 15. 1. He is a whole 
Paradiſe of delight Bonum in quo 
omnia bona He who hath God for 
his God, all his Eſtate lies in Jewels. 
It then God paſſeth over himſelf to 
his People by a Deed of gift to be 
their God, here is enough to counter- 
vail all their troubles: what can God 
give morethan himſelt ? 

2. When it goes ill with the Gpdly, 
yet 
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yet God deals well with them, becauſe 
while he is inflicting evil upon them, 
he is doing them good. That which 
the Text renders, thou haſt dealt well 
with thy Servant, 1n the Hebrew it is, 
thou haſt done good to thy Servant * : 
Pſalm 129. 71. It is good for. me that 
I have been afflifted : David doth not 
ſay, it is Good for me that .I have 
been in proſperity, but that I have 
been afflicted. God . doth his People 
good by Affliction Two wayes ; | 

1., The Godly grow wiſer Þf. Af- 
Aic:ion is [chola Laces ; 1t diſcovers that 


* pride, earthlineſs, unmortified paſſion 


which they could not have believed 
was gn their Hearts, Job 36. 8. If 
they be held in cords of Affliction, then 
he ſhews them their TranſTreſſion. AMi- 
tion cures the Eye-ſight. 

2. Aﬀiiaion promotes - Holineſs * : 
The more the Diamond 15 cut, the more 
it ſparkles, Heb. 12. 10. That we may 
be partakers of his Holineſs. When pro- 
ſperity makes Grace ruſt, God {cowres 
us with AﬀMiction. The Godly are be- 
holding to their Sufferings : God by the 
wholeſome diſciplineofthe Croſs makes 
them more humble, more conformed 
to 


i. 
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iſe co Chriſts Image : the ſharp Froſts 
m, of Afiiction bring on the ſpring Flow- 
ich ers of Grace : now if God whiie ie 
ue” is Chaſtiſing is doing us good, then 
is, ſure he deals well with us. 
"Þ }. When God puts his Children to 
Les the School of the Crols, yet he deals 
ot well with them, becauſe he doth not 
ve leave them without a Promile, x Cor. 
ve | -10. 13. God is faithful who will ot 
ile ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye : 
are able» God knows our frame, that 
Vl we are imbecil and weak ; our fleſh 
at is wot as braſs, Job 6 12. And the 


On 7 Lord will not try usabove our [trength, 
d he will not lay a Giants burden upon 
If a Childs back. God will not ſtretch 
the ſtrings of his Viol too hard, leſt 
n they break: if God {ſtrike with one 
hand, he will ſupport with the other, 
Cant. 8. 3. Either he will make our 
Yoak Lighter, or our Faith ſtronger. 


oe This Promiſe is Hozy at the end of 
). the Rod. 

” 4. God deals well with bis People 
7 when he afflicts, becauſe AtBictions 
e are Preventive, 1. They prevent fin, 
G 2 Cor. 12. 7. Leſt I ſhould u? exalted 
4 above meaſure, there was given me a 
8 1 horr 
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Thorn in the Fleſh. Proſperity like Opi- 
um 1s ready to make men fall aſleep 
in Sin, God- awakens them by the 
Voice of the Rd, and ſo prevents a 
Spiritual Lethargy. 

2, They prevent Hell, x Cor. 11. 32. 
We are chaſtened of the Lord that we 
ſbould not be condemned with the World. 
Doth not a Judge deal well with a 
Priſoner, when he laies ſome light 
penalty on him and ſaves his Life ? Is 
it not goodneſs in God, when he 
laies upon us 4ght Afiction, and ſaves 
us from Wrath ty come * 2 Cor. 4, I 7. 
What is a drop of Sorrow the Godly 
taſlt of, to that bottomleſs Sea of 
Wrath the Wicked muſt drink ? 

5. When God corrects he deals well 
with his People, becauſe all he doth 
is in Love*., Afictions are ( as Gre- 
gory Nazianzen faith) ſharp Arrows, 
but they are ſhot from the hand of 
a loving Father. As Gods not aMict. 
ing the Wicked 1s in anger : Gods 
hand is Heavielt when it 1s lighteſt, 
Hoſea 4. 14. 1 will not puniſh your 
daughters when they commit Whoredom : 
A Father gives over correcting a Child 
whom he 1ntends to dilinherit : {& Gods 
chaſti- 
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chaſtizing the Godly is in Love, Rev. 
2.*19. As many as I Lgue I rebuke; 
when.God hath rhe Look of an Ene- 
my, he hath the Heart of a Father. 
As when Abraham lift up his hand to 
Sacrifice 1/aac, he: loved him ; ſo when 
God Sacrificeth the Comforts of his 
Children, he loves them. Was not God 
ſevere againſt Chriſt : yet it was pro- 
claimed by a Voice from Heaven, 
This is my beloved, Son, Mat. 3. 17. 
Well then, it God only ſend love-to- 
kensto us, he deals well with us. 

6. God deals well with his People 
when he afflicts them, becauſe he mo- 
derates his ſtroke, Jer. 3o. 11. 1 will * Jer. 46- 
corrett thee in Meaſure. 1. God doth — 
not {mite his Children ſo much as 
he might, P/a/. 78. 38. He Aid not 
ſtir up all his Wrath : God doth + not 
make the Cup {o' bitter as hecould. 
He uſeth Lenitives rather thams Corro- 
ſrves : he layes a lighter burden on, 
he might lay on an heavier. DothG 
take away a Child? he might ta 
away his Spirit ; Doth hechaltize the 
Body ? he might torment the Conſci- © 
ence. 

2. God doth not corre& his Chil- 


drea 
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dren ſo much as they have deſerved, 
Ezra 9. 13. Thou haſt puniſbed us Yſ; 
than our Iniqgities deſerve. Doth God 
make us drink in a Cup of Worm- 
wood ? we have deſerved to drink in 
a Cup of Wrath :. doth God cut us 
ſhorc ? we have deſerved he ſhould 
cut us off, Ezek. -47. 3. The Waters 
were to the Ankles. Do the Waters of 
Afiction come up to our Ankles? we 
have deſerved to be drowned 1n theſe 
Waters, ; | 

' 7, When God afflicts his Children, 
he drcals well with them, becauſe he 
keeps them from Sinning in AMflicti- 
on, John 17. 15. 1 pray that thou keep 
them from the evil. 

1. The Godly are kept from mpa+ 
tience, When the Wicked are under 
Gods black Rod, they either fain: or 
fret, Rev. 16. 9. - Men were ſcorched 
with 'preat heat, and blaſphemed the 
name of G34 : but the Godly are ſilent 
under the Rod, Levit. 10. 3. And 
Aron h:14 his Peace : *twas a lore 
Tryal, both his Sons were conſumed 
+ With fire, but Aron held his Peace. 
Gods People open their Ear to hear 
the Voice of th? Rod, but ſhut their 
Mouth 


in Affliction. 


Mouth, they have not one word to 
ſay againſt God. 

2. The Godly dare not uſe any in- 
dire&t means to extricate themſelves 
out of Trouble. Wicked men, like Ma- 
lefaftors, care not how they get looſe, 
they will fin themſelves out of ftraits : 
the People of God had rather lye in 
the Furnace to have their droſs'purg- 
ed, than come out too ſoon: they 
will not purchaſe the liberty 'of their 
Perſons by inſnaring their Conſcien- 
ces. - Doth- not God deal well with 
his Children in keeping them from 
ſinning in AMittion ? Afiftion can- 
not do that miſchief as fin ,doth : the 
ohe is like a rent in the Garment, 
the other is like a rent in the Fleſh. 
AMiSction may deprive us of our Eſtates, 
but Sin deprives us of our God. 

8. God deals well with his Chil- 
dren in AMiCtion, becauſe though he 
Corre& them, he doth not torlake 
them. Indeed Sivz ſaid, the Lord hath 
forſaken me, Ta. 49. 14.; But that was 
under a Temptation, Lam. 3. 31. The 
Lord will not caſt off for Ever. God 
may alter his Providence, not ,his prr- 
poſe : he may change his diſpenſation, 
not 
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not his diſpoſition, Hof. 11. 8. How 
ſhall I give thee up O Ephraim? It al- 
ludes to a Father who is about to 
diſinherit his Son, but when he is 
going to ſet his hand to the deed, his 
bowels begin to Work; I am his Fa- 
ther, and though he be a Rebellious 
Son, yet he is a Son: how {hall 1 
diſinherit him ? Such are the Workings 
of Gods bowels to his Children ; though 
he may give them a ſevere rebuke, 


= he will not cut oft the entail of 


ercy. 

9. God deals well with his Children 
in Affliction, becauſe though their con- 
dition be ad, yet it is not ſo bad as 
others : the Lord puts a difference be- 
tween the Chaſtiſements of the God- 
ly, and the Puniſhments of the Wic- 
ked : the Godly man hath Paiz in 
his ſickneſs, but the Wicked man hath 
Wrath in his ſickneſs, Eccleſ. 5. 17. 
The Lord ſhoots a ſingle Arrow at 
the Godly, but a whole ſhower of 
Arrows at the «Wicked : he puniſheth 
them in their Body, Eſtate, Conſcience. 
A gcod man hath God to Pity him 
in his Sorrows, 1{a. 63. 9, But the 
Wicked have God to laugh at them 


in * 
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in their Miſeries, Prov. 1. 26. The' 
Godly have Chriſt to pray for them, 


t : _ 
. in their AfMictions ; but the Impeni- 
5 tent when in Torment, are {hut out 


| of Chriſts prayer, Joh. 17. 9. I pray 
a | mot for the World, Gods People are 


I apt to ſay, Never did any fluffer as 
Fog they : yes, it is worſe with the Wic- 
4 ked ; their Sins and Sufterings meet 
A together. T7 

of Io. God in Afﬀiftion deals well 


with his Children, becauſe if he take 
: away one Comfort, he leaves more 
= behind. God threatned Jern/alem to 
f {trip her of all her Jewels and leave 
her bare, Ezek. 16. 39. But you who 

1. belong to God, may Sing of Mercy 
; and TJudsment, Pſal. 101. 1. If God 
hath flecced your Eſtate, he hath raiſed 
you up Friends : It he hath taken away 
one of your. Jewels, he hath left = 

@ more: it he hath pluck'd one dear 
Relation from you, he hath lett other 


ro {weet Cluſters behind, and can double 
8 your Comtort in them : 1s not all this 
5. kindneſs? But this isour Sin, we grieve 
" more for one Lols, than we are thank- 
we tul for an Hundred Mercies. Jaccb 
n *| Was more troubled for the loſs of 
Q. Tofeph 
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" Joſeph, than he was Comforted with 
the Lives of all his other Children, 
Cen 37. 35: 

it, When God Afﬀicts he deals 
well with his People, becauſe he 
takes away nothing from them but he 
gives them that which 1s better. 
What dammage can it be to a man 
to loſe his Farthings, and have Gold 
given him ? If God take __ Health, 
he gives Holineſs: If he take away 
a Child, he gives a Chrilt ;' 1s not 
this better ? God takes away a Flow- 
er and gives a Jewel. 

12. When God Afﬀitts his Children 
he deals well with them, becauſe he 
aftords them his Divine preſence, P/alm 
gt. 15. 1 will be with him in troubt. 
God never Promiſed us a Charter of 
Exemption trom trouble, but he hath 
Promiled to be with us 1n trouble, 
Better be in a Priſon and have Gods 
preſence, than on a Throne and want 
ir. Gods prelence gives courage, Act. 
2}. 11. When Polzcarp was near the 
1heatre and going to Suffer, a Voice 
came «from Heaven, Be of 900d chear 
O Polxcarp. Was not Chrilt with the 
Three Children? did not he go with 
them 


m Affliftion. 
them into the fire? Dax. 3. 25. I ſee 
four men in the fire, and the form of 
the fourth is like the Son of God. He 
who is the Second Perſon in the Tri- 
nity, made the Fourth Perſon in the 
Furnace. - 

1}. God in Afﬀicting deals well 
with his Children, becauſe he gives 
them that which makes amends for 
their AﬀMittions ; he drops in the Oy/ 
of Gladn:f; he makes them gather 
Grapes of Thorns : John 16. 22. Tour 
Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy. We \ce 
a Godly mans Suffterings, but we know 
not what Joy he feels: as we hear 
the roaring of the Sea, but we ee 
not the Gold at the bottom. Philip 
Lantorave 'of Heſſe ſaid, that in his 
trouble he felt the divine Confolations 
of the Martyrs : Here was Hony out 
of the Lion. The Saints have bcen 
ſometimes ſo ſweetly enlarggg, that 
they had rather endure their Aﬀlicti- 
ons than want their Comtorts, 2 Cor. 
A I As the Sufferinas of Chriſt abound 
in us: fo our Conſolation alſo ahoundeth 
by Chrift *. Saint Paul had his Pri 
lon-Songs, Ad. 16 25, This Bird of 
Paradiſe could ding in Winter. God 
- # BW. turns 
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turns the Waters of Marah into Wine ; 
He keeps his Cordials for fainting. 
When the' Saints taſte moſt of the 
Wrath of Men, they ſhall feel moſt of 
the Love of God: thus the Lord can- 
dies his Wormwood with Sugar. 

14. When God Corretts his Chil- 
dren he deals well with them, becauſe 
theſe Paroxyſms or hot trials do not 
laſt long. Poit anbila Phebns 
x Kin. 11. 39. Þ will Afﬀiilt the Seed 
of David, but not for ever: God will 
love for ever, but not affli&t forever ; 
he will ere long give his people a 
Writ of eaſe. A Sinners beſt, and a Saints 
worſt are but ſhort ; Afﬀiction 1s cal- 
led a Cup, Ezek. 23. 32. The Wicked 
drink a Sea of Wrath ; the Godly ſip 
only of the Cup of Affliction, and 
God will ſhortly ſay, Tranſeat Calix, 
Let this Cup paſs away from them, Ila. 
$5- 1087707 11d frohing ſhall fly avay. 
As Afﬀidtion hath a Sting to tor- 
ment, ſo it hath a Wing to fly. 

15, When God puts his Children 
to the School of the+ Croſs, he deals 
well with them, becauſe theſe AﬀMicti- 
ons are Manuductions to lead them 
to Heaven. Per crucem #calum. 2 Cor. 
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4. 17. Our light Afﬀiidtion worketh for 
us a far more. exceeding and Eternal 
weight of Glory. Upon the dark Co- 
lour of Aﬀiction God layes the Gol- 
den Colour of Glory. O thou weep- 
ing Saint, what a bleiled change ſhalt 
thou ſhortly have ! Thou ſhalt change 
thy Pilgrimage for Paradiſe : Thou 
ſhalt have thy wiſh. Are riches deſti- 
rable? thou ſhalt have Gates of Pearl: 
Is Honour defireable ? thou ſhalt have 
white Robes: Is Pleaſure defireable ? thou 
ſhalt enter into the Joy of thy Lord. 
O think what it will be to be ſweet- 
ly immerſed in the River of Lite, and 
Bathe in the Hony-ſtreams of Gods 
Love for ever : think what the Beati- 
hcal Viſion will be : what it will be 
to. wear a Garland made of the Flow- 
ers of Paradiſe : think what it will 
be to have the Soul thicker ſet with 
Jewels of Glory, than the Firmament 
1s beſpangled with Stars: O what a 
Compenſation will this be for all a 
Chriſtians Tryals ! A ſight of this bliſs 
will make him forget his Sufterings. 
One Sun-bcam of Glory will dry up 
the Water of his Tears. 

If God dealswell with us when he 
chaſti- 
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chaſtiſeth us, then it becomes us to 
Cheriſh good Thoughts of God. - We 
are apt in Adverſity to think hardly 
of God ; this ariſeth from Pride. Such 
commonly as arc. of high Spirits are 
of high Paſſions; they think themſelves 
better than others, and that they have 
deſerved better at Gods hands, and now 
Pride vents it ſelf in murmuring. O let 
us take heed of having hard Thoughts 
of God. The Patient hath no cauſe 
to think ill of the Phyſician when he 
preſcribes him a. bitter Potion, ſeeing 
tt is in order to a Cure. Gods at- 
flictive Providences are the ſtrokes of 
a Father, not the Wounds of an Ene- 
my. God ſimites that he may ſave. Out 
of the bittereſt Drug God diſtils his 
Glory, and our Happinels. 

Let us Think well of God ; nay, in 
all adverſe Providences let us learn to 
bleſs God, 1 Theſ. 5. 18. mim #n 
every thing give thanks : If in every 
thins, then, n Aſfliition ; And good 
real2n, becauſe God deals well with 
us. Job bleſſed God in Affliction, cap. 
T7. 21. The ſmiting of Jobs Body was 
like the ſtriking upon a mulical- In- 
ftrument, he ſounded forth Thankful: 
nes 
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neſs. A gracious Soul ſhould bleſs God 

that he wi} take ſo much Notice of him , 

as to Viſit him with the Rod *; and | J7 
is {0 kind as rather to AMict him than 

loſe him. This ſhews an high degree 

of Grace, not only to Juſtife God in 
Afiiction, but Maznife him. Believers 

are Gods Temples, and where ſhould 

his Praiſes be ſounded forth but in 

his Temples ? 


